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introduction: 



J SHOULD have dismissed this Volume to 
join those which have preceded, without any 
prefatory remark, but that my introduction 
to the last portion of my work, made a pro- 
mise which I have not found myself enabled 
to perform* 

\ 

The appointment of Sir Gore Ouseley ta 
a high and important ofhce in a distant quar- 
ter of the globe, necessarily prevented his 
communicating to me the abstract of his ori- 
ental manuscripts, which I hoped on the pre«« 
^ent occasion to place before my readers. 



Whether I shall yet have it in my power 
tp be the instrument of so great a gratifica7 
tion to the public as these oriental treasurcn 

contain, 



via INTRODu^.*- 

contain, must entirely depend upon circum- 
stances which it is impossible to fiSresee. In 
the m^an time I presume to hope, that even 
without this recommendation, the present 
volume will be found to exhibit what may in* 
terest from its novelty, and afford some 
amusement from its variety. 

On the present occasion I am not aware 
that I have any thanks to communicate, ex« 
tept to the Bishop of Ely, whose kiodneai 
has in the multiplied employments of his 
great office, continued unaltered. 

A sixth volume already in great forward* 
ness will compleat my plan — this wiU princi* 
pally comprehend articles of early English 
literature, old poetry, and such miscellane« 
ous matter as my opportunities have einabled 
me to collect. 

Omissions and corrections to the preceding 
volumes will be supplied, and a copious In- 
dex to the whole wiH compleat the woiii:. 
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CANON AND ClVIL LAW. 

1 AM well aware that I am about, to enter upon 
a dry and less interestu)g subject, but I do not 
see how I can consistently conclude an account 
of the more curious and valuable productions 
of early typography, without allowing a certain 
space to books on Canon and Civil Law. 

On the subjects themselves I shall presume to 
say very little. The very termsi of Constitutions, 
Canons, and Decretals, will now perhaps only 
excite a smile ; but their circulation and in- 
fluence in the Fifteenth Century was very great 
and extensive, and many of the books them^ 
selves, from the place, time, or circumstance, 
under which they were printed, will be found to 
involve various matters of curious investigation. 

On the importance and value of books in 
Civil Law, if this were the proper occasion, it 

B 3 would 



6 CANON AND CIVIL LAW. 

AudifFredi speaks of the above book of Con- 
stttations as an admirable specimen of early 
typographj^ both with respect to the paper and 
the type. It is printed in columns, thirty-three 
lines in a page, and is perhaps to be reckoned 
fimong the rarest books. 



BoNiFACii Papae VIII. . Liber Sextus De- 
cretalium. Moguntia^. Johannis Fust et Pet. 
Schoiflfer. 1465. , ' 

As the meaning of the term' Decketal may 
not be universally understood, i.t is necessary to 
premise, that it is the Determination of the Pa- 
pal Sovereign on certain questions of the Eccle- 
siastical Law. 

,In the Civil Law, the word has a very dif- 
ferent acceptation ; it there signifies ah ec^ict 
pronbuncijd at the instance of parties, 'and at 

the solicitation of others. See Taylor on the 

*•■ ■ ■ . ■ • ' 

Homan Law, p. SSQ- ^ 

'.'■■■ , ■■«'■' 

Gratian collected and published all the Papal 
I)ecretals to the year 1150, and Gregory IX. in 
imitatidn of Justinian, did the same in 1227. 
The collection of Gregory was divided into five 
books, and was thercifore called the f entateuch. 
■O'ftihese'I snail speak in their several places ; but 
pursuing the alphalbetical order 1 have proposed 

• ^ 1 

to myself, 1 shall first b^gin with thaDecretals of 

Pope Boniface VIIL 

Panzer 
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CANON AND CIVIL LAW. 7 

JPanzer enumerates and describes no less than 
forty-three Editions of these Decretals before 
the .year 1500. Of these I have distinguished 
those which follow^ as deserving the attention of' 
the curious collector. 

The First Edition^ above described as printed 
at Mentz, is of 'extraordinary rarity and valuer 
It contains, in its first part^ a small Tract oi^ 
Andreas, Bishop of Aleria, on the Tree of Con- 
sanguinity. 

The Colophon differs vert materially in some 
copies of this edition. In several the following 
passage is found, but in many others it is omit- 
ted : " Alma in urbe Maguntina inclytse naci* 
onis Germanics quam Dei dementia tam alto 
ingenii lumine donoque gratuito ceteris terra- 
rum nadonibus prseferre, iliustrarequ^ dignatus 
est.'' 

Many other variations occur, throughout the 
volume, and particularly in the date, which, in 
some copies, is Anno Domini m.cccc.lxv. but in 
others m.cccg sexagesimo quinto. 

Lord Spencer has two copies of this book ; 
one is on vellum. This has the entire colophon^ 
but wants the Arbor Consanguinitatis of J. An-^ 
dreas in the beginning. . The other copy, on .pa- 
per, has the colpphon abridged^ with the datflk 
fis described above. 

The Bishop of EJy has also a beautiful copy 
of this edition upon vellum. 

B 4' Thi« 
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CANON AND CIVIL LAW. 9 

Panzer describes thirty- eight editions of the 
Constitutions of Clement before the year 1500. 

There are two copies of this edition at Blen- 
heim ; one on vellum. There is also in this col- 
lection a second edition without any date, but ia 
the types of Schoiffer. 

Lord Spencer has four editions of these Con- 
stitutions; the Editio Princeps above described 
of Fust and Schoiffer upon vdlum ; the second 
Mentz Edition of 1467, also upon vellum. 
* The edition by Eggesteyn at Strasburg in 1471 . 
This is of very great rarity^ and is the second 
book with a date from tliat press. 

His Lordship moreover possesses the edition 
of Laver and Pffugel, printed at Rome in 1472. 
This is likewise a great literary curiosity. 

The Bishop of Ely has also a sviperb copy of 
the edition by Schoiffer of 1467, in vellum. 

It is observable, that the name of Fust does 
not appear in the colophon of this edition! It 
b presumed that he died this year of the plague 
at Paris. 

The Bishop has also a copy of the Roman 
edition of Laver and Pffugel. This is a very 
curious book, and remarkable for the peculiarity 
of the types, which, in the text, are semigothic, 
and in the gloss, Roman. For an account of 
Laver I must refer the reader to my third vo- 
lumei. P. 257^ 

Peci- 



10 CANTON ANt) CIVIL LAW. 

Decisiones NdVif: Hotje Romance ex re-» 
censiane Gul. Horboch. Romae. Ul. Han. 
(1470). Fol. 

I 

_ ■ 

A very rare and burious book. It is not, 
however, true, that, this Collection of ancient 
Decisions was first made by G. Horboch, or, 'as 
it should' be written, * according to AudifFredi 
Herborbio. It is^ however, sometimes spelt 
Orlborth. .'^'! 

Whoever chooses to consult AudifFredi, p. 108, 
iiiay learn who collected, who arranged, and who 
epitomized these Decisions. 

They were reprinted by Ulric Ilan and Simon 
de Luta in 1472, and agaiA by Laver in 1475* 
Of this* last edition by Liaver, Earl Spencer has 
a copy. Tliey were again primed by Schoiffer 
at Mentz iir 1477, and indeed Panzer enume- 
rates and describes many other editions before 

.• « ■ 
the year J 500. 



~ GULIELMUS DuKAKDtra. 

There were many distinguished pers6ns of 
this namtf; btit the Dur^ndus of whom I am 
*bout to give a shoVt aec6unt, was' known' by 
*the name of Specitlator, 'from his 'cefebratect 
work (^i\ the Canon Law, SpeculUiii Juris. 

The 



'a 



CANON AND CIVIL LAW. 1 1 

The following are the principal particulars 
which I have been able to collect concerning 
him- He was born at Puimoisson, in the diocese 
©f Riez. He took his doctor's degree at Bo- 
logna, and was made chaplain to Pope Cle- 
ment IV. He was afterwards named as legate 
to the Council at Lyons in 1274 by Gregory X. 
and afterwards was made Bishop of Mende, in 
the province of Languedoc. 

I have observed, that he was known by the 
appellation of Speculator ; but he was also called 
Pater Practical, from his peilect knowledge of 
the Canon Law. His three great works were, 
I. Speculum Juris. ii. Repertorium Juris. 
III. Rationale Diversorum OfBciorum. 

Tfie First Edition of the Speculum Juris was 
printed at Strasburg in 1473, by George Husner 
and Job. Bekenhub. * There are very few books 
by G. Husner, who, from some cause or 
other, usually signed himself Jeorius, instead of 
Georgius. This has led to some confusion, and 
occasioned him sometimes to be called Leorius. 
It is w orthy of observation, that this edition of 
the Speculum Juris is the only book in which 
the name of Job. Bekenhub is found in con- 
junction with that of Husner. We find his 
name, however, ill a book [Printed at Wurts- 
bourg in 1479,' with those of Stephanus Dold 
and Jeorius Kyser j and here it is again remark^ 
able, that this book/ naniely-Breviarium Disbces. 

Herbip. 
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Herbip. is the only book printed at Wurtsbourg 
trith their united names. The business was af- 
terwards carried on at this place hyJeorius (for 
50 he calls himself) llyser alone^ We however 
again find the name of Bekenhub in the only 
book printed at Ratisbon before the year 1509. . 
This book was Liber Missalis secundum Bre- 
viarium Chori Ecclesiae Ratisbonensis 1485 ; and 
it appears that the celebrated John Sensenscb- 
midt was employed with Bekenhub in this work. 
The Speculum Juris was reprinted no less than 
twelve times afterwards ; but the only editioi^s 
that deserve a place among the rarer books are 
those of Ulric Han and Laver in 1473 and 
1474; and a second time bytJ. Han in 1474- The 
colophon to this last edition conveys a curious 
anecdote of typographical history. In the edi- 
tion by Pffugel and Laver of 1474, they had in 
their colophon severely attacked Ulric Han and 
Simon Luca, for the extreme incorrectness of 
their publication of the Speculum Juris, whi<:b 
immediately preceded. They boasted of the 
accuracy of their own- edition, of the improve- 
ment made to it by the additions of Baldus, and 
of the correcter of their press> who was Johannes^ 
Aloysius Tuscanus. This exceedingly exaspe- 
rated Ulric Han and his partner, who immedi- 
ately commenced a new editioT>, and completed 
it in three months* The colophon annexed tc 
this will su£Eiciently explain the mighty iodigna^ 

tion» 



CANON AND CIVIL LAW. 13 

tion of these contfending printers; their jealousy 
and hatred of each other* 

" Fiiiit Speculum p<'aBclaru dni Guilhelmi 
duranti. quod bis Rome fuit impressum nunc 
«ero tercio. Hie ultima impressio 'pditur et 
correctio. que tanta sui sinceritate corruscat 
(sic), ut no 'pme inferior, nee secude pan a 
quouis doctQ ac experto lectore possit plane 
dignosci. C'^utus sis ergo emptor ne precii vili* 
)itas operis te seducat. ut alias impressiones pre- 
ck) huic ultime aiiponas. Flocipendenda sunt 
€nim. que falsi tatis nebula tenisbrescunL £gre- 
giuia opus istud Rdme fuit impressu per viros 
/Bgregios Vdalricum gallum almanum. et Simo- 
nem Nicholai lucensem mercatorena. sub Sixto* 
quarto pon. max. 

^* Anno dni Mcccclxxiiii. die vero septia mensis 
ftf ail/' 

One other edition of the Speculum Juris de- 
serving mention is that published by Azzoguidi 
^.t Bologna in 1474. 

Of the second work of Durandus, commonly 
called the Repertorium Aureum, the first edition 
was published at Rome in 1474, without naivie 
of prtnter. This is esteemed among the un- 
^ommon^and curious books. 

At the end of this volume are these lines: 

Quae quidcm plura sunt sparsim ti*adita Jura 
l)a}c nunc scriptqra facile moostrat tibi c^ra• 
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» 

AudifFredi does not venture to assign this edi- 
tion to any particular printer, but satisfies him- 
self with saying, that it has no resemblance to 
Laver's type. 

, The Repertorium was often republished, but, 
except the edition by Koburger at Nuremberg, 
in I486, I know of none worth mention. 

We come now to the third and great work of 
Durandus, 



Ratio>pale Diversorum Officiorum, 
of which Panzer describes no less than thirty- 
eight before the year 1500. 

Of the first edition of the Rationale by Fust 
and SchoifFer 1 have before incidentally made 
mention in former parts of this work, and do 
not, upon examination, find that I have much to 
add to ray preceding remarks. 

It is distinguished by the same colophon as 
was used by these printers, or, I should rather 
say, in the books printed at Mentz till the year 

1523. 

Many bibliographers have observed, kliat it 
carries too much the appearance of vanity and os- 
tentation ; and the grave Maittaire himself seems 
so to consider, it He thus expresses himself: 

" Notanda est haec affectata Moguntinaruni 
aubscriptionum guandiloquentia, syntaxisquo 

6 insolens 
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jnsolens prorsua et aflrwlaxloc, quae cum toties re- 

petatur Moguntinis illis videturmire placuisse." 
Some writers upon these subjects, being stre- 

nuous advocates of Meer'man's hypothesis in fa- 
vour of Coster and Haarlem, have gone so far 
as to asor^be this vaunting language of the co« 
lophon to a consciousness in the printers, thai; 
tbey could not prove their claims to the merit 
tbey assumed* 

^' Alii, qui res altius penetrant, id potius ceu 
indicium nialas causes habebunt, quod nempe sibi 
ipsi probe conscii se non posse re ipsa probatum 
dare, inventionia gloriam ipsis. deberi, esseque 
alios, qui earn potior! jure sibi vindicent, co- 
nati sint crambe ista toties recocta se in mala: 

jidti posAemonCy glorias istius sustinere identidem 
exclamando, nos poma natamui.^' 
The above remark is found in the curious 

book entitled ** Annus Ter tins Ssecukuris inventas 

< 

Arti3 Typographicae, Auctore Christiano Seiz*" 
P. 43- 

It is, however, by no means unworthy of re- 
B3ark, that this boasting, as it is by some con-^ 
sidered, was not confined to the Mentz printers, 
but characterized a great many of the early 
printed books. Of these I select a few spe- 
cimens. 

The following is the colophon of the edition 
of Juvenal cum Dpmitii Calderini Commentariis. 
Venet. 14/5^ 

*am- 
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" Impress! Venetiis diligentissime, arte et in- 
genio Jacobi de Rubeis natione Gallici/'&c: &c. 

At the end of a curious old book, printed by 
Adam Rot at Rome, 1471, we find " Finit lec- 
tura eximii doctoris domini Dominici de S. 
Geminia super S. P. decret. nulla c»lami ex- 
aratione sed quadam artificiosa karacterisandi ae 
impremendi inventione completa feliciter et ope- 
jata per magistfum Adam Rot Clericum, &c. &c»" 

It would be easy to multiply examples, and 
indeed I have given others in my former vo- 
lumes. But even Aldus Manutius did not besi«» 
tate to insert in the colophon to many of his 
books-—" Impres^um Venetiis dexteritaie Aldi 
Manutii Romani." The licence also granted by 
the Senate of Venice to Aldus, contained the 
words " concessum est Aldo Inventori ah illus* 
trissimo Senatu Veneto," &c. 

The following however is sufficiently curious 
to be inserted, and shall conclude the subject 
It is found in the first book printed at Lubec ia 

1471. 

" Anno secundum carnem Filii Dei, ^jiativi-* 
tate MCCCCLxxv. ipsa die sanctissimi Regis et 
Marlyris Oswaldi, quae est V. Augusti, Sanctis- 
simo in Christo Patre ac Domino nostro Sixto 
Papa nil. illustrissimo praeclarissioiae Domus 
Austria?, JFrederko III. Romanorum Imperatore 
invictissimo semper Augusto ac Pio, nunc Co-^ 
loui^ exi^tente^i Imperiali in urbe Lubkana Arte 

impressorii^ 
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impressoria special! gratia divina, animaruni ob 
salutem fidelium irvoentay Epitoraa istud in Par- 
tes VI. jukta mundi as tates di visum, prius alibi 
non repertum, quod placuit Rudimentum Novi" 
iiorum intitulari, Dei adjutorio, qui supernas 
res ac subterraneas feliciter suaviter tranquille- 
que dispensat, per magistrum Lucam Brandts 
de Schasz feliciter est excusuni atque finitum, 
ut pauperes solvere libros non valentes, unum 
tantum haberent hoc Enchiridion, loco multoram 
semper ad manum librorum,"&c. 

Yet after all there may be no more just caus^ 
to impute vanity to these several persons, thaii 
there was to Calvin, Scriverius, Heinsius, and 
other eminent characters, for the mottoes which 
they assumed. 

That of Calvin was Prompte et sincere^ of 
Scriverius, legendo et scribendo^ of Whitgift 
Archbishop of Canterbury, vincii qui patiiur, of 
Lipsius, moribus antiquiSy Arminius took, Bona 
comcientia ParadisiiSj of Heinsius quantum est 
quod nescimuSj &c. &c. 

I return now after what readers may perhaps 

think too long a digression, to notice a few of 

the rarer editions of the Rationale of Durandus. 

The next edition worth notice and a place 

among the rarer books is the following : 



DURANDI 



18 CANON AND CIVIL LAW- 

DuRANDi GuLiELMf. Rationale divinorurn 
OiBciorum. 

Augustac Vindel. Ginth; Zainer. 1470. FoL 

This is printed in columns^ with fifty lines in 
a page ; no signatures, catchword, &c. 

Zainer the printer soon afterwards removed to 
Ulm, where he reprinted this book in 1473. In 
this same yeai' it wa^i printed at Rome by Ulrie 
Han, in conjunction with Sim. Nic. de Luca* 
This also deserves a name atnonc]^ the scarcer 
books. The most celebrated among the early 
printers also exerted their skill upon this work : 
Laver printed it at Rome twice in the same year 
1477; Koburger twice at Nuremberg in 1480 and 
1481; Gering at Paris in 1475? and Mat. 
Moravos at Naples in 147B, all of whose books 
are alike rare and beautiful. 



Gratiani Decretum. 

The collection made by this Gratian is not, I 
believe, entitled to particular esteem ; some in* 
deed have gone so far as to say, that this work 
had a tendency to disturb and aker the ancient 
discipline of the church. 

I have nothing, however, to do with its in- 
trinsic merits, and have only to observe, that 

some 
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some of the editions of the Decretum cum Ap- 
paratu of Gratian deserve the attention of col- 
lectors, for their rarity and beauty. Panzer enu- 
merates and describes forty-two editions before 
the year 1500; of these the first may be con- 
sidered as a great curiosity ; it was the first book 
printed at Strasburg by the celebrated Henry 
Eggesteyn ; or, to speak more accurately, it is 
the first book printed at Strasburg with the 
Dame of the place and printer. According to 
Panzer, Schwartz has intimated doubts of the 
existence of this book ; but it is described by 
Caille Hist. Imprim. p. 19 ; by Chevillier Orig. 
de rimprim, Paris, p. 104; by Schoepflinus, 
p. 44 ; and, lastly, to put an end to the matter, 
there was a copy in the collection of the Cardi- 
nal de Brienne, described by Laire, Ind. vol. i. 
p. 343. Laire represents it as a book of pon- 
derous size, having son>etimes as many as eighty 
lines in a page. The colophon seems worth 
transcribing, and more particularly as the printer 
appears to have had in his eye the vaunting ex- 
pressions of the Mentz printers. 

" Presens Gratiani Decretum una cum Ap- 
paratu Bartho. Brixiensis in suis distinctionibus 
causis et consecrationibus bene visum et correc-* 
tum artificiosac adinvencionis (sic) imprimendi 
absque uUa calami exaratione sic effigiatum et 
ad laudem omnipotentis dei est consummatunn 
per veuerabilem Virum Henricunoi Eggesteiu ar- 

c S tium 
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tium liberalium magistruni civem indite civi' 
tates Argentin. Anno Dni. mcccglxxi." 

The type is represented as differing very ma* 
terially.from that used by the same printer in the 
second edition of this work in the following 
year* Of this second edition by Eggcsteyn 
there is a copy in the King's library, as there is 
also of the edition by Schoiffer at Mentz in 1472. 

There are two other editions, which are re* 
presented by bibliographers as very rare and cu- 
rious. That by Jenson at Venice in l4^4f, and 
one by Simon Nic. de Luca in 1475. 



Gregorius IX. 

One of the most magnificent books which I 
have ever seen, is the £ditio Princeps of the 
Decretals of this Pope in the King's library. 

It was printed at Mentz, by Schoiffer, in 1473. 
On the last leaf, the reverse of the colophon, 
are a^mmber of I^tin verses in praise of the 
invention of the art of printing, and of the first 
typographers, which would perhaps merit a place 
here, but that they may be found in Maittaire^ 
Schwartz, Laire, and other bibliographers. 

This edition was copied by Ulric Han at 
Rome in the succeeding year, who also inserted 
the Latin verses above-mentioned. There is 
also a Roman edition worth notice, by Laver in 

^ * the 
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the same year (1474). At the end of the colo^ 
phon to this last, is fin Epistle by the editor, and 
the following Epigram, if so it may be called. 

I^egibus ut possis vitam describere sacris 
Decretali tibi suscipe lector opus 
- Vincere sic docuit Spartam Jura (sic) licurgi 
V^ivere et in ca3ta Religione 4fius. 

The reader may perhaps smile to be told, that 
there were thirty-nine editions of these Decretals 
before the year 1500; but, except one by Jenson 
in 1475, one at Basil by Wenslcr 1478, one at 
Mentz by SchoifFer 1479, there are none which 
materially deserve attention. 



Innocentius IV* 

If the book next to be described were not, 
which it really is, ciirious and uncommon, I 
should hardly be excused if I passed over 
without notice the production of a man, who, 
for his profound knowledge of the subject, was 
dignified with the. appellation of *' Pater Juris." 

His name, before he arrived at the pontificate, 
was SiNNiBALDUs; he was honoured with the 
purple by Gregory IX. and succeeded Celestin 
IV. in the popedom. It is said of him, that he 
was the first who caused the Cardinals to be dis* 

c 3 distin* 
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tinguished by the scarlet cap. The book of 
which he was the authpr is this : 



Innocentii IV. Pont. Max. $ipparatus su- 
per quinque libros Decretalium, cum repertorio 
Baldi de Perusio. 

Argentinae, sine typographi nomine, anno 1478. 
Fol. Mag. 

Braun describes this book as of immense size ; 
" Vastissimse molis opus ;" but in a small Gothic 
type : it is printed in two columns, the paper 
very thick but coarse ; no signatures, catchword, 
Sec. Though the printer's name does not ap- 
pear, there is no doubt but that it came froni 
the press of Henry Eggesteyn. 

It is in the same type with the Constitutions 
pf Clement by Eggesteyn, 1471, and with that 
of the German Bible described by me, p. 16. of 
jiiy third volume, 



Justinian, 

From the almost innumerable editions of The 

Institutiones, Codex, and Digestum of Justinian 

before the year 150Q, I shall endeavour to select 

§uch as seem best entitled to the attention of 

2 collectors. 
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collectors. The first place is unquestionably 
due to the Editio iVinceps. 



JusTiNiANi Imperatoris, Institutionum Juris 

libri IV. cum glossa. 
Moguntiae. Petrus SchoifFer. 1468, 

The character used in the text is that of the 
Bible of 1462; the gloss, is in the type of the 
Durandus, 1459* 

At the end of the colophon are twenty- four 
Latin verses in praise of the invention of print- 
ing, which the reader may find in Wurdtwein, 
p. 91, &c. The verses are rude enough, but 
they involve some curious matter illustrative of 
the invention of typography, and have accord- 
ingly been commented upon by Wurdtwein, 
Schwartz, Schelhorn, and others. Schelhorn cha- 
racterizes them thus : 

*'Asperum equidem estet incomptum at non- 
nulla ad nobilissimae artis historiam spectantia 
continet, etsi qusedam ita ochiyfAaruiui sinteX'^ 
pressa ut oedipo opus habeant." 

Schelhorn Amoen. Litter, vol. iv. p. 303. 

One verse occurs in them which has perplexed 
every commentator. 

'^ Cum quibus optatum Petrus venit ad Poliaadrum.'* 

c 4 '^ Quis 
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** Quid (loquitur Schelhorn) sub Poliandri 
nomine lateat, si me edocueris, eris mihi magnus 
Apollo. Delio certe notatore hie opus est." 

Wurdtwein explains Poliandrum to mean Se- 
pulchrum, in allusion to Petef s coaiing first to, 
the sepulchre of Christ. 1 have somewhere also 
seea it explained " shop." 

Of the above first edition of The Institutions 
of Justinian, Earl Spencer has a magnificent 
copy upon vellum. There was a vellum copy 
in the Cardinal de Brienne's collection, which 
sold for somewhat more than 1879 Hvres. 

The next edition worth mention is that by 
Eggesteyn at Strasburg in 1473. Of this there 
was a copy io the La Valliere collection. 

It is marked by a typographical error in the 
colophon, where Henricum is spelt Heniricum. 

The book was reprinted by SchoifFer at Mentz, 
1472, of which the Bishop of Ely has a superb 
copy upoh vellum. There was a copy in the 
La Valliere collection upon vellum, which sold 
for 650 livres. 

The book itself resembles, almost in every 
particular, the first edition of 1468, except in 
the date, which is thus expressed: Anno Do- 
minice incarnationis A//7//eA7;7?o, sic, cccclxxii. 
XXIX die mensis Octobris. 

The remaining more curious editions are 
those by Ulric Han and Simon de Luca at 
lionie, 1473; I'errariae, And. Gallus, 1473; 

agaiq 
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again at Rome, by U. Han, 1475 ; Lovanii, Jo- 
hannes de Westphalia, 1475 ; and a third time at 
Menlz by Schoiffer, 1476. Of this last the 
Bishop of Ely has a copy. But here it is ob- 
servable, that the small Gothic character in 
which the Apparatus is printed, differs mate- 
rially from that which occurs in the preceding 
edition of 1472. The small Gothic type in the 
edition of 1472 is that which was employed by 
Fust and SchroifTer in the Durandus, Cicero and 
other books antecedent to the year 1472 ; whereas 
in the last edition of 1476, the form of the letters 
is very ditFerent. It is larger, and by no means 
so neat^ and does not appear to have been used 
elsewhere. It would by no means be an incu- 
rious subject of investigation, to examine the 
variety of types used at different times by the 
Mentz printers. For it appears, that although 
the snaaller Gothic type used in the Apparatus 
to this edition of Justinian, of 14?6, i§ different 
from that which appeals in the edition vvliich 
preceded; of 1472, Schoiffer had not entirelj^ 
discarded the older one. 

It appears again in the Decisioxks Rotji: 
Romance of the following year, 1477, though 
>evidcntly broken and worn by use. 

Perhaps frmu a minute and careful examina-^ 
tion of the Mentz types, some proofs might 
eventually be adduced, why the Catholicon should 
be assigned to Guttenberg alone, and from which, 

the 
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the dispute which took place between Fust and 
Guttenberg, on account of the enormous ex- 
pences attending their experiments, mfght receive 
some illustration. 



Codex Justiniaxi. 

In strict propriety, perhaps, my account of i 
these editions of the Codex and Digestum of i 
Justinian should have preceded that of the In- i 
stitutions. The principles of the Roman Law 
which these Institutions comprehend, were de- 
duced from the Code and Digest, or Pandect, 
by Tribonianus, in conjunction with Theophilus 
and Dorotheus, who, at the command of the 
Emperor, arranged them alL 

I may be excused observing, that the terra 
Code implies Law Collections. Thus we have 
the Gregorian Code, the Theodosian Code> and 
nfier these, the Justinifn Code. 

Gregory was an eminent lawyer, who flou- 
rished in the reign of Constantine the Great 
He collected the Imperial Constitutions from the 
reign of Hadrian to that of Dioclesian. This 
work was continued by Hermogenes, or Hermo* 
genianus, another distinguished lawyer, to the 
reign of Constantine. 

■ 

Hermogenes was followed by Theodosius, 
whose Codex, or Law Collection, yet remains. 

By 
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By his orders, when emperor, the above Col- 
lection of Jlermogenianus was continued to his 
own time. 

From these preceding Codes, Justinian di- 
rected that which goes by his name to be com- 
piled. 

I shall mention a few, and but a few, of the 
more rare and valuable editions of this work. 
Panzer describes twenty-three. 

The first edition, and of extraordinary rarity, 
is the following : 



JusTiNiANi Codex, cum glossis. Mogun- 
tise. Petrus Schoiffer. 1475. 

The existence of this book has been called in 
question by some bibliographers, from its having 
been confounded with the Institutions of Jus- 
tinian, printed by Schoiffer in the year which 
follows. Maittaire himself has fallen into this 
error, and evenWurdtwein considers it as doubt- 
ful. I have, however, seen two copies of the 
book ; one in the King's Library, the other in 
the collection of Earl Spencer. 

This year, 1475, is memorable in the annals 
of typography, from the following circumstance: 
Schoiffer, in conjunction with Conradus Hanne- 
quis, sent one Hermannus de Stateren as their 

pgent to Parii^ to dispose of their books. He 

. died 



S8 CANON AND CIVIL LAW. 

died in the course of this year at that place, 
and consequently, by the laws of France, being 
an alien, his effects were forfeited to the crown. 
Schoiffer, however, and his partner, presented a 
petition to Louis XL imploring the restitution 
of their effects. This was graciously received, 
and the instrument granting their request still 
exists, and may be seen by the curious reader 
in the MonumentaTypographica of Wolfius, 

After the usual forms, Louis par le grace, 
&C. &c. &c. it recites as follows : de la partie de 
nos chers et bien ames Conrart Hannequis et 
Pierre Schoiffer marchands bourgeois de la Cit6 
de Majence en Allemagne, uous a ei6 expos6, 
quils out occupe grand partie de leur temps a 
I'industrie art et usage de I'impression d'escri- 
ture, de la quelle par leur cure et diligence ils 
ont fait faire plusieurs beaux livres singuliers 
et exquis tant d'Histoires que de, diverses heures, 
dont ils ont envoy6 en plusieurs et divers lieux et 
mesmement ei^ notre ville et Cite de Paris, 
tant a cause de la notable University qui y est, 
que aussi, pource que c'est la ville Capitale de 
notre Koyaume et ont comniis plusieur^ gens 
pour iceux livres vendre et distribuer, &c. &c. 

The whole is worth perusal. See Wolf. M. T. 
V. ii. p. 389. 

The other editions of the Codex most worthy 
the attention of the collector, are, that of Nu- 
remberg, priuted this same year, U7o, by And* 

Frisner 



CANON AND CIVIL LAW. 29 

Frisner and Joan Sensenschmidt, and that printed 
at Rome by Lavcr in 147^. 

The first of these is of great rarity; it is 
printed in columns, in the Gothic character, 
and in the beginning contains a letter from An- 
drew Rumel, the editor, to the printer Sensen- 
scha)idt:. 

The colophon is printed in red ink, beneath 
which are the arms of the printers in red ink 
also. 

This Andrew Rumel must have been a consi- 
derable person ; but I have not been able to find 
any account of him. He informs us, in the 
above Epistle, that he himself had spared no 
labour, nor the printers any expence. Of the 
books printed by Laver, it may be observed of 
them in general, that they are to be classed 
among the rarer productions of early typo- 
graphy. 



JUSTINIANI DlGESTUM. 

This compilation from the works of all the 
great Roman lawyers would deserve great at- 
tention, if it were only from the high cliaracter 
which it bears among civilians, for the purity of 
its Latinity. 

Some have gone so far as to s|iy, that if all 

other Latin writers had been lost, the purity and 

. '- elegance 
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elegance of the Latin language might have been 
learned from this volume. 

It is said to have been the work of Tribonia- 
nus, assisted by sixteen other great lawyers, and 
to have been completed in three years. 

The editions most worthy of attention are 
these which follow. I should, however, first ob- 
serve, that there was a division of these Digests, 
or Pandects, consisting of fifty books, into three 
parts, thus: 

Digestum Vetus i — xxrv. 

Infortiatum xxiv— xxxviii. 

Digestum Novum xxxix-*l. 

The First Edition of the Digestum Vetus was 
this : 



Justin lANi Digestum Vetus. Perusiae Hen- 
ricus Clayn. 1476. 

Panzer calls this " Editio a nemine hactenus 
excitata." It is indeed very rare, and little 
known. 

This is the only book with the name of the 
printer produced at this place, in the fifteentb 
century. 

Perausa is a town in the Ecclesiastical State, 
and produced two other printers, Johannes Vy-; 
denast, a German, of whose labours also at 
this town there exists only one specimen, and , 

Steph. 
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Steph. Arns, or Arnt, a native of Hambourg, 
and who afterwards printed at Lubeck. 

The other editions of the Digestam Vetus 
worth notice are : 



JusTiNiANi Digestum Vetus cum Glossa 
Venetiis. J. Gallicus. 1477- Fol. Max. And 
another printed at Nuremberg by Koburger in 
1492. 

The First Edition of what is called the Di* 
gestum Infortiatum is 






JusTiNiANi, Digestum Infortiatum cum 
Glossa. 
Romae. Vetus Puecher. 1475. 

The name of the printer does not appear to 
this edition ; but it is ascertained by the edition 
of the Digestum Novum by Puecher in 1476. 

A collection of the colophons to the early 
printed books, and particularly of these in verse> 
would by no means prove uninteresting, as they 
often involve some curious literary anecdote,, or 
illustration. The following is the colophon to 
this book : 

Idibus exactum est opus hoc aprilibus urbe 
Roma^ quo princeps tempore Sextus erat 
Qiristus olyinpiadas deinptis jam quinq; trecentas 

Viderat 
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Vlderat aetbemo de genitore satiis 
Volvebas dubio mcndosa voluniina textu 
Plurima que iu toto codice iiienda fuit — 
Nunc impressa patent civilia candide jura 
Lector ut auctores composuere sui 
Quare ne dubita; (sic) parvo tibi pendere magnae 
Einta fuit pretio ckarta minor i nihil — 

In the last line but one dubitce is, which may 
be an abbreviation for dubitate. 

The only other edition of this part of the Pan* 
dects worth mentioning is that printed at Venice 
in 1477. 



' DiGESTUM Infortiatum cum Gloasa. Ve- 
netiis* Jacobus Gallicus ex Rubeorum Familia. 
U77. 

I have but one edition to mention of th% 
DiGESTUM Novum. This was edited by 
Guarini, and printed at Rome by Vetus Puecher. 

1476. 

It is from Guarini's Epistle to the printer, 
prefixed to this book, we learn that the Editto 
Princeps of the Digestum Infortiatum, above 
described, was printed by Vetus Puecher. 

After complimenting him on his great and i 
persevering diligence, he says, " Equidem cum i 
superiore anno Infortiatum librum sane egre- i 
gium perinde atque ab tenebris meliorem lima* 

tioremque 



k 
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tioremque nobis edueeres, Digesttam etiam No- 
vum hoc anno non minori eura atque diligcntki 
perfecisti," 

Novell-*, 

I come now to the last division! of books of 
the Roman Civil I^w* They who afe eonver- 
jant on this subject, will not require to have the 
particulars 6f this difisiod recapitulated ; but I 
may have some readers who may thank me for 
representing, that the whole of the Roman civil 
law was comprized in the following divisions : 

I. Institutes, or Elements of the Romatn 
Law, drawn up from the Code, Pandects, andt 
Institutes of the old Lawyers. 

II. Digests, or Pandects, were these Ele- 
ments reduced to a system. 

in. Code. This term Code was applied to 
law collections, as the Gregorian Code^ Thco- 
dosian Code, &c. 

IV. Novels. These are additional and sup« 
plemental constitutions. There were the No- 
velise of preceding emperors as well as of Ju»> 
tinian. This emperor lived a considerable time 
after his Collections of Law were promulgated^ 
and .consequently new cases of 1^1 perplexity 
presented themselves to be determined* The 
text of these was partly in Greek, and partly in 

p Latitiy 
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Latin. The Latin is, I believe, remarkable for 
its purity. 

The first edition of these Novellce, and the 
only one worth mentioning in this place, is the 
following : 



JusTiNiANi, Autbeuticsa sive Novell® Con- 
stitutiones et Ubri Feudorum cum glossis. 
Venetiis. Jac. Rubeus Gallicus. 1477- 

Schoiffer printed an edition in the same year 
at Mentz, as Wenzler did in the year following 
at Basil. 

Johannes Milis. 

Sometimes called De Milisi and sometimes 
Absenti. Of this personage I have not been 
able to find any account, having consulted Sax- 
ius, Freher, Magirus, Blount, and dher biogra- 
phical works, in vain. Freytag, in his Apparatus 
Literarius, ▼• ii. p. 14479 deaoribing a very early 
and rare edition of the Repertorium Juris Ca<- 
nonici, imputed to this author, says^ 

/' Qois iste Johannes De Mliis lue ot 
heic in subscriptione typographi nomen^ illius 
expressuQi conspicitur N. De MiLis fuerit, aliis 
indagandum relinquimus -*-' Josias Simlerus m 

Biblio- 
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BIbliotheca illnm adpellavit p. 39<( Johankeh 
MiLis— Adtulit Michael Maittaire in AnnaL 
Typog. torn, i ip.35i, codicem eodein anno quo 
nostrum 1475, &c. &c. eujus in Titulo Mius 
de Verona utriusque Juris doctor eximiusadpel* 
latur." 

With this account the reader must be sa- 
tisfied; there are, however, three editions of 
the work usually ascribed to him, which are 
reckoned by bibliographers among the rarer 
Books ; and it is not a little singular that the 
three were published in the same year, 1475« I 
first notice 



Hi 1:^19 «fobannis Ret)ertorium Juris Canonici. 
Lovanii* Johan^ de Westfisdia. 1475. 

This is printed in columns^ and has forty-two 
lines in a page, without signatures, catchworc^ 
&c*^ 

The colopbon describes it as printed at Lou- 
irain: ^ Noo lluviali calamo sed arte qqadam 
iadustriosa Jmprimendi cunctipotentis auxili^ 
consummatum," &c« 

After the colophon are these verses : 

JSxnperat cunctas ne^^jaris practiea Milii 
Nee modo lostmas invenk iUa ibi» 
, Sed fittliii fime et also* oictti resiliit 

' i i Hanc 
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Hanc erne qui reliquis doctior esse ctipis. 
Si mihi Don credis doctorum consule quiquam 
Consule^ vel potius qui sapis ipse vide. 

Of this book there was a copy in the La Val- 
liere collection, where, however, it only sold for 
sixty livres. 

The next edition to be described was printed 
at Cologne, and with the following colophon : 
** Non artis calamo scriptum sed ingeniosissimi 
indecibilis artis impressam per Nicolaum Gotz 
de Sletzstat Anno millesimo quadringentesimo 
septuagesimo quintOj sola spes mea in virginis 
gratia." 

This is said to be of still greater rarity than 
that which precedes, and it is in the first page 
of this edition, that Mi lis has De Verona 
added to his name. 

The next edition worth notice is the third by 
Laver at Rome in the same year. Of this writer 
I take my leave in the words of AudifFredi. 

" Utrum hie Scriptor vocaretur Johannes 
uti eum cum Scipione Maffeio aliisque vocat. 
P. L. (Laire), an vero Nicolaus uti vocant 
tilii, otio abundahtibus discutiendum relinquo." 



Tartasni de Imoi^a. 

This personage was a native of Imola, a city 
of Romania, tod of the very Highei^t repuMion 

for 
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for his knowledge of the law. He was even 
called MoNARCHA Lecuh, and Aureus Doc- 
tor. In a late editioii of the Digestum Infor- 
tiatum, he is styled " Excellentissinaus-et acu- 
tissimus Legum-Monarcha." Medals w6re struck 
in his honour, and he has been celcfbrated by a 
multitude of writers. He was author <!>f tarious 
works besides that which l-am about to describe^ 
and which is of such very great rarity, that it 
has escaped the research- of the indefatigable 
Panzer.-.: ■ ■ ^ • '. •: j. • .-j.-v).' ;.•■'•■'' 



Tartagna de IkoiA, Alexandri, Gommeih^ 
tarii in secundam' Digesti veteris partem cuM 
additionibus ad Baftolum curante Achille Tiii* 
vato. ■ ' '' 

Botfooise. Andreas Portilia. 1473. 

This book is printed in columns with fifty-five 
lilies in each, and without signatures/ &c« The 
colophon has the printer's nanie and date. 

I find no mention of the above book in any 
of the bibliographers but Sancander and Aiidif- 
fredi ; I therefore beg leave to add a few more 
particulars concerning this book, as involving 
some curious circumstances in the history of 
early typography. 

It is remarkable, that this is the only book 
printed at Bologna with tlie namls of Andreas 

J) 3 Fortiliai 
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fortilia, who was of Parma, and \n this same 
yeoT, 1473f ptinted at Parma, ^n tb^ month of 
March, The Triuaiphs of Petrarch, cum Comr 
meat Philelphi ; of which curious book there 
waa a copy in the La ValUere CQllection. Por** 
tilia continued to priqt at Parma till 148 1 « Au-^ 
difiiredi attempts to explain it, by supposing that 
the printer, baying printed bis Petrarch at Parma, 
ytent to Bplogna, which is at no great distance, 
to print thJ4 bpok of Tartagni de Iqiobi ; and 
having completed it, fet!!|rned to bis usual occut 
pations at Parma. 

This book also involves interesting matter of 
aaeiotber kind, |t is dividfsd into two parts. At 
the end of tbp first is an Epistle of Franciscus 
Puteolaqus, the learned ^itor of all the wor^^s 
of Ovid printed at Bologna in 1471} to Achillea 
Tuvatus. This letter cqnfirpas th^ opinion I 
have frequently mi^intained, that a very curious 
lind inte^^esting volume might be forqiefl from 
the Epistles ai^d Prefaces found in the earlier 
printed boqks. I only copy the part of it which 
I find in Audiffredi. 

" Prapclare igitur (loquitur Puteolanus) fac- 
tum est ah Andrea Portilia dedalico im- 
pressore quod hujus (Tartagni) commentaria 
excuderit [^Teque enim dubito futurum ut non 
damnent qui semel operis utilitatem perspexe- 
rink Tu auten) mi Aqbille cum sacris legibus 
vehementer insistas, perge et quemadmodum hu- 

6 jus 
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jus iinpressionis auctor extitisti, ita ut additiones 
ad Bar. et reliqua Alexandri conjectaniea impri-* 
mantur effice : nam spondeo iis qui leges Csrsa* 
reas PoQtificiaque jura tecum venerentur te mag- 
Bttm operas pretium facturum. 

" Vale.'' 

It is observable, that in this book, as well as 
in the Petrarch mentioned above, the epithet 
Da^dalicus is applied to the printer Portillia ; a 
compliment, says Audiffredi, which the rudeiress 
and irregularity of the type seems hardly to jus* 
tify. Subjoined to the Epistle of Puteolaous a 
the following Epigram : 

Sacraii Itfrs cedas ja Bartole legu 

Et tu cu Baldo : Ciima des'erte tu# 
Juris Alexader doctore legu;/ />itus 

Comelii decoret q pbitate for 
Scripsit facudis hie comtaria orbis 

Maximus ingenio Candidas eloqc 



I introduce my notice of the book which fol*^ 
lows with a certain sort of complacency, as I. am 
furnished from it with an apology of the highest 
authority for expatiating somewhat largely upon 
books of this character and description. 



Alexandhi Tartagni de Imola Lectura 
super toto titulo de verborumobligationibus a 
peritissimis viris diligentissime emendata, 

D 4 On 
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On the last page is the following colophon ; 

" Finit Lectura excellentissimi utriusque Juris 
Monarche domini Aiexandri de Imola de ver- 
borum obligationiblis. Impressqin Bonoqie ad 
pstantiam Sigismundi de libris per magistrum 
llenricum de Cojonia ydibus Novembris Anno 
!9L Domini incslrnatione niillessitno quadringcn^ 
itesimo septuagesiipo septimo-^-Laas Deo.'* 

Large folio. 

On' the subject of this book it will, perhaps, 
]be sufficient to quote the words qf AodifFredi. 

^ Errant et valde quidem uiea sentehtia ii 
Bibliographi, qui hujus generis Editiones vet 
pullo, yel certe exiguo in pretio habendas esse 
geaeraliter pronuntiant- Certum siq'uidem est 
lex ipsis non paucas, ita veneris typographiie 
praestantiam dempijstrare, ut nesciam an ex al- 
Jerius cgjuscunque generis libris, melius plcpius- 
que dignosci e^, possit. Jn harnrp numerp certe 
habenda est haecTARTACNi lcctur,a, quae cuiri 
cfaaracteris etsi Semigothici pulchritudine et ni- 
tore, turn linearum rectitudine, turn exacta ac/ 
pene geometric^ columnarum ab utraque parte 
terminatione, le^rumque grata proportione, turn 
chartac qualitate ac denique marginu nr amplitu- 
idinie, pulli, certe paqcis ex pulchrioribus magr 
pificentioribiisque Saec XV. editionibus cedit." 

I am induced to give place to the two follow- 
ing books, because one has escaped the vigilance 
pf Audiffredi; ^nd of the#ther, thpugh printed 

at 



I 
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at Koine so early as 1473, ihe printer cannot be 
ascertained. 



Ubaldis de Perusio Nicolai de tractatus de 
Successionibus ab intestato. Rome. Anno Do* 
mini ii.cccc.jl.xxi* die penultima Septembris. 

This is mentioned by Denis in his Supplement 
to Maittaire, p. 10. 

The second edition, printed at Rome in 1473, 
is said to resemble those books which have at 
the end of ttie colophon ^' Apud. S. Eustach. in 
domo Ant et Raph. de Vulteriis."-^ 



Franciscus de Zabarellis. 

Zabarellis Francieci de Lectura super 
Ciementinis. 
Romae. Georgius Laur de Herbipoli. 1477. 

Francis Zabarella, or De Zabarellis, better 
known by the name of The Cardinal of Florence, 
wrote a great variety of works. He was famous 
for his opposition to the celebrated John Huas 
of Prague, and \^as, before his elevation, Pro- 
fessor of the Canon Ijslw at Florence. He af- 
terwards acted a conspicuous part as the polU 

^cal ageni; of ti^^ P^P^ to Sigistpund at the 

Council 
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Council of Constance, and became so popular 
as to be considered universally a$ the Pope elect; 
l^ut he died in the interval. 

For more concerning him the reader may con- 
jBult Thomasinus de Elog. Viror. illust p. 136. 

Vodsius calls him ^^ acutissimus doctissimus* 
qne Pbilosophus, imo Philosophorum nostri s£^ 
culi Princeps." 



ZOCHIS D£ FeBRARIA. 

I conclude my account of books of the Canon 
and Civil Law with one which, for curiosity as a 
rare book, will hardly give place to any which 
precede. 



ZocH IS DE Ferrari A Jacobi de Canon utrius^ 
que Sexus disputatus et repetitus. 

Patavii. Bartholomseus de Valde Zochio ct 
Martin us de Septem Arboribus. 1472. Fol. 

Braun, speaking of this book, observes:— 
^' J lac de editione altum tenent bibliographi 
silentium, ex quo insignis ejusdem raritas ad- 
paret." 

This was one of the first books printed at 
Padua, at which place these two printers intro- 
doced the art in this y wr. The first book they 

produced 
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produced was La Fiametta i>i E^ccacio. 
Tbey printed ia conjunction till some tim^ in 
the following year, when the name of Martinuft^ 
de Septein Arboribus no longer appears. The 
following notices may perhaps be considered a* 
not improperly suppletpeat^l to this subject. 



JBrescia* 

Brescia is a considerable town in Lorabardy, 
aiid I have more than once had occasion to 
speak of the great rarity of the books printed 
at this place, of which Lord Spencer possesses 
an extraordinary and valuable collection. That 
printing was introduced here in the year 14739 
and by Thomas Ferrandus and Petrus Villa, 
there can be no doubt; but which of the two 
produced the first book is by no means 40 
evident. 

Sanlander, always acute, and generally ac- 
curate, calls the book about to be described, the 
first book printed at Brescia; but he is unques- 
tionably mistaken : the first book is the unique 
Virgil in the collection of Earl Spencer,, de- 
scribed in my third volume, p. 232, 233. This 
i3 evident from the dates. The Virgil is dated 
April 21, 1473; the book now to be described 
has the date of xii, KL Junii in the first part, 
and in the last, m.cccc.lxxiij. tertio Kl. Junii. 

It 
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It is, however, of extraordinary rarity, and in- 
volves other matters also sufficiently interesting 
to merit a place here^ 



Statuta BaixiiE. 

Statuta Communis Brixise ex recensioneThomse 
Ferrandi Brlxiae xii KL Junii m.cccc.xxiii. 
Fol. 

It is very uncommon indeed to find this book 
complete, being divided into six different parts, 
and, as before observed of different dates. 

It appears from the subscription at the end 
of the fifth part of these Statutes, that the 
printer Ferrardus had reduced himself to ex- 
treme perplexity by the enormous expence of 
the work. Another proof that, in the infancy 
of typography, the first printers had occasion 
for all theiir patience and perseverance to over- 
come the difficulties which obstructed their pur- 
suit The expression of Ferrandus is this : 

'^ Ex quo imprimi per meThomam Ferrandum 
Statuta cepta sunt, tanta signate pecuniae jac- 
tura facta est, ut vendendi volumiua in quo 
tantam operam impensamque itnposui^ spes reli- 
qua vel nulla vel exigua sit mihi." 



Statuta 



f 
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Statuta Verona. 

Leges et Statuta Veron^. 

Impressio accuratissime facta est in urbe'prac- 
clara Vicentiss ad requisitionem et expensatn 
providorum virorum Anionli, Gerardi, Joannis, 
Petri, et Bartolomei fratrum et filiorum quoruD- 
dam S. Zaroti de Placentia civium Verons non 
atramento nee plumali calamo neque stilo aureo 
sed artificiose quadam mirabili adinventione 
imprimendi seu caratherizandi (sic pro cbarac- 
terizandi) — Hoc opus sic efiigiatum impressum 
est per Hermannum Levilapidem ColoDiensem 
— *Anno dni m.cccc.lxxv. 

In the Bishop of Ely's collection. 



Statuta Ferrari^e. 

Statuta Civitatis Ferrariae, 

Ferraris. Severinus Ferrariensis. Ii76. 

A very rare book, in the Gothic pharacter, 
and seldom seen perfect. 

De Bure says, it was by a printer of the name 
of Severus ; but he is mistaken ; there was no 
pjrinter at Ferrara of that name* Barufaldi, in 

his 
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his account of books printed at this place, as^ 
certains the name to be Severinus, 

There was a copy of this book in the col- 
lection of the Cardinal Brienne, whith sold for 
ninety "two livres. 



Statu TA Romjc;. 

Statu T A antiqua Vrbis Romae, jussu Paoli IL 
reformata et locupletata. 
RomsB Udalrictts Han circa 1470. 

Thi§ bdok is ttilhout name of place, printcf, 
or date of the year ; but there cati be no donbl 
of its being printed by Ulric Han, being pre- 
cisely in the same type with the Liry of 1470. 

The following books are in Earl Spencer's 
collection : 



Statu T a Ecclesia Colomiensis- 

Colonic per Jc^Mnem Guldenscbaff. 1479' 

This is a beautiful book. The printer, Gul- 
denichaff, came to Cologne from Mentz« and 
printed a great many wotk$» 



Le 
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Le Livre Coustumier du Pays ct Puch6 
de Norman DIE, avec Texposition d'i celui. 

Jura et consuetudines quibus regitur Ducatus 
Noroiandiss. 

Finit anno Domini millesimo quadringen-* 
lesimo octuagesimo tercio. 

This is upon vellum. Panzer, however, ex- 
presses a doubt about the accuracy of the date.. 



AUCTOIIITATES DeCRETORUM, 

Impresse Colonic Agrippine per mq Petrum 
de Olpe, sub anno e nativitate Domini millesimo 
quadringentesimo septuagesimo finite et com- 
plete ipso die lune xxii Mensi;i Junii. FiaiuDt 
feliciter. Deo gratias. 



Francisci de Platea de Restitutionibus 
Usuris et excommunicationiJbus. 

Before tlie colophon are these verses : 

Quern legis impressus duin stabit in ere character 
Dum non longa dies vel fere fata prement* 

Candida perpetue non deerit fama Basilee 

Phidiacum tunc superat Leonardus ebur 

Cedite Chalcographt millesimo vestra figura est 

ArchetipM fingit solus et ille notas. 

M.CCCCL^XIir. 
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M.cccc.Lxxiii. Nicolao Trono DureVe- 
neciarum (sic) regnante impressum fuit hoc opus 
Padue. Foeliciter. 

In the Roman character, without signatures, 
&c. &c* 

The following most rare and curious book is 
in the King's Library. 



Singularia in causis crimlnalibus excellentis- 
simi Juris monarches dmni Ludovici (Pon- 
TANi") D£ Roma prodita ut sunt atque ordinata 
secundum ordinem titulorum qnti libri Decreta* 
Hum per dnm Laurentium de Pallacrotiis Juris 
utriusque Padue doctorem famosissimum : item 
Pii secundi Pont. Max. de Mulieribus pravis 
cum quibusdam excerptis ex Lactantii institu- 
tionibus, Prudentio, Juvenali, Bernardo, Alexan- 
dreidos libro quinto, &c. Ejusdem Pii de laude 
et Epitaphiis Virorum illustrium compendiosus 
et delectahilis tractatus {e> g. Virgilii Pastor, 
Arator, Eques, &c. Ciceronis Largus et exua- 
dans de Ingenio, &c. Sanguine causidici, &c^ 
ex Juvenal. 

This book is in the Gothic character, and one 
of the most beautiful of all the early printed 
books which I have seen. The type is of the 
larger sizC; and has no tiguatures, catchword^ 

&c. &Ct 

Thu& 
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Thus I conclude my description of a clasi of 
books^ the dryness of which I have endeavoured 
to enliven as well as I could. I am however 
<;onfident, that thesy comprehend among them ti 
great many which are very well deserving the 
attention of the curious for various particulars^ 
The copies of some of them which 1 have ideeni 
on vellum in the King's library, and in the 
collections of Earl Spencer and the Bishop of 
jBly, exceed most of the early printed books 
in beauty and splendour^ Many of them also 
exhibit the most beautiful and perfect specii^ 
mens of the vellum then used for these pur- 
poses, and, as in the conclusion of my last 
volume, the few observations which I made on 
paper appear to have been acceptable, I venture 
to take this opportunity of adding a little to that 
subject, with a few remarks upon vellum. 

The invention of vellum has been usually,- 
though erroneously, ascribed to Attalus, king of 
Pergamos, now Bergamo, from which circum* 
stance, according to the authority of Jerom, 
came the Latin word Pergamena^ '* Udde et 
Pei^amenarum nomen adhunc usque diem tra« 
.denti sibi invicem posteritati servatum est.'' Je« 
rom. iCpist Select Edit. Lanisii — Paris. 1613^ 
From which also doubtless came the French 
word Parchemin, and our Parchment. But the 
,art of writing on the skins of animals was un* 
questionably known long before that king of 

£ Pergaug^oa 
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Pefgamos lived, to whom the honour of this in-' 
vention is given. Eumenes, king of Pergamos^ 
was conteirtporary with Ptolemy Philadelphus?, 
and his motive for giving his attention to the 
improvement of vellum wad this which follows : ' 
The JEgyptian monarch was anxiotjsly em- 
ployed in establishing and perfecting his magni- 
ficent library at Alexandria : with these feelings 
and views he prohibited the exportation of the 
papyrus from his dominions, that he might never 
be subject to the inconvenience of wairting paper 
for the multitude of scribes whom he perpettially 
employed to copy the manuscripts^ to collect 
which he employed skilful emissaries in every 
part of the known world. 

Before this period the exportation of papyrus 
was a very considerable article of Egyptian com- 
merce. This subjcict is discussed at great length 
by Count Caylus, in the Memoires de I'Acade- 
mie des Belles Lettres, torn. xxvi. p. Q67. The 
^Egyptians carried the cultivation of the papyrus 
to so great a degree of refinement, that they 
jl^^ appropriated certain districts to it ; thus endea^ 
favouring to secure a mronopoly of the article, 
^ , Upon this subject Stfabo remarks, that the 
JEgyptians, in this particular, imitated the Jewi, 
who practised the same artifice with respect to 
their palms and balm, suffering them to grow in 
few places, that the Scarceness might increase 
the value. The passage is excieedingly corrupt 

and 
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itnA requires the acuteness of a Porstfn tcr iflu- 
minate. See Strabo, Ed. Alineloveen. torn. ii« 

p. 115K 

Now I am on the subject of Stf abo, the ledftied 
reader will excuse a short digression^ to intro-^ 
duce a happy emendation of the te^t in this 
book, as proposed by the Professor. 

Describing a part of Alexandria, t ii p^ 1145| 
Strabo is made to say, Ert h xa$ n«»iie» v\)/oc ri 
;(iipoir0iii7ov vTfoiiCoXHtif. The Corruption is easily 
removed by adopting Mr# Porson'a reading of 

To return to the papyrus- I have somewhere 
also seen this artifice of the Egyptians compared 
to that of the Dutch in some of their Spice 
Islands, who, to limit the produce, destroy whole 
plantations of cinnamon. 

That the refined and luxurious Romans very 
highly improved the quality and appearance^both 
of vellum and paper, is unquestionable. This 
appears from various passages in their best au« 
thors. Ovid, writing to Rome from his place of 
exile, complains bitterly that his epistle must be 
sent plain, simple, and without the customary 
embellishments. 

Nee te purpureQ felent ▼accinia nignj 
Nee titulus mioio nee cedro cbarta notetur 
Nee fragili geminte potiantur pumice fronts 
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, On this subject see . Ifambinet. Recherches. 
Historiques Litteraires, &c. , 

See also Martial, 1. xiv. E. vii. where he de- 
scribes the various articles lipon which the 
RpoAans , wrote : 
^ ■ . ■ • 

Ksse puta ceras licet Uaec membrana yocatur 
Delebis^ qootteis scripta iiovare voles. 

= From Martial also it appears, that there were 
tabtets ' appropriated to amatory writing, and 
these were called Vitellifani. 

Nondum legorit hos licet puella 
Novit quid cupiant Vitelliani. 

Of what this substance was composed I pretend 
not to say. 

Pliny enumerates and describes eight different 
kinds of paper. 

1. Charta Hieratica— sacred paper, used only 

■ 

for books of religion. From adulation of Au* 
gustus it was also called Charta Augusta and 
Charta Li via. 

2. Charta Amphitheatrica — from the place 
where it was fabricated. 

3. Charta Fannia — from Fannius, the manu-^ 
fadurer. , 

4. Charta Saitica — from Sais in Egypt. This 
appears to have been a coarser kind. 

5. Charta Toeniotica— from the place where 

made, 
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inadei now Damietta. ^ This was also of a less 
fine quality. 

6. Charta Claudia. This was an improve* 
ment of the Charta Hieratica, which was too 
6ne, 

. 7. Charta. Emporitica. A coarse paper for 
p&rcels. 

Tberp vras also a paper called Macroepllum, 
which was of a very large size. 

Of all ihejje the Charta Claudia was the best. 

It is probable, that thp coarser vellum or 
parchment was used on one side only, and rolled, 
up, from whence the ^ord Voluinen, This was 
doubjless made of the skins of various animals 
•— shieep, lamb, kid, &c. inore or less polished. 

The finer vellum is said to have been made of 
the skin of a calf immaturely or still born, and 
necessarily much whiter and finer than parch» 
jnent. 

I have already referred the reader to the Dis* 
gertation of Count Caylus, or I could easily ex- 
patiate on this article, by curious extracts from 
Pliny and other writers. I shall conclude, there- 
fore, with observing, that it does not appear that 
there was any other manufacture of paper hK" 
cept of the brown and coarsest kind in this coun- 
try before the year I69O, till which period An- 
derson, in his History of Commerce, informs 
us, that we paid France no less a sum than on^ 
hundred tbpusand pounds annually for paper. 

E 3 It 
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It seems to be generally agrei^di that paper 
Wfts made of cotton at the conclusion of tbt 
fiintb century ; but it is by no meaps determined 
when p^per was first fabricated from linen rags» 
The l9arned Meerman proposed a reward to th$ 
dilSTerent societies of Europe to ascertain this hct, 
and the littlp volume which he p^bIished now of 
(extraordinary rarity, deChp-rtae liqepe ppgine, ppn- 
|:ains the various answers which he received oa 
thie subject of bis inquiry. These epistles, of 
(course, involve much curious and interesting 
in^t^er ; but upnp of them precisely determine 
the fact* There appears po reasDp to b^lieyp, 
(that paper of this descnptipn was in use, at least 
pfnsmonly, inucb before the year 1300. Sonne 
Hrriterg indeed affirm, that it wa^ np{; iu gen§r^ 
use till a }png tiu»e afterwards, 
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ZACHARIAS CALIERGUS. 

X HE name of Aldus MANUTius.,ha8 been 
always aixi not undeservedly celebrated, as one 
to which literature is as much indebted as to any 
other in that memorable aera, in whidh the in- 
vention of printing i*escued the valuable remains 
of antiquity from iqn pending oblivion. 

We owe much to his zeal, to his learning/ and* 
to his indefatigable diligence. This, however, 
is not the whole of our obligation : his liberality 
and munificence attracted around him almost all' 
tlie learned Greeks^ who at that time resorted to * 
Italy. They seem to have domesticated them- 
selves ivith him, to have been the companions* 
of his labours, to have contributed their learn- 
ing and talents to the common cause, and to the 
perfection of every work which issued from his 
press. Janus Lascaris, Arsenius the Archbishop 
of M onembasia, (a town of the Morea, of which 
the modern name is Mai vasia,) Marcus Musurus, 
Aristobulus Apostolius, Ducas Cretensis, who 
were among the most learned of their nation^ 
are not those alone of bis literary associates 
whose names are recorded. 

Besides all these, there are two other per- 
sonages who appear to have been iustigated by^ 

the 
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the example of Aldus to engage in tlie same 
honourable employment, and as a larger field 
was opened, than cOuld be occupied by a single 
individual, to have entered earnestly upon it. 

Nicolaus Blastus and Zacharias Caliergus were 
Cretans by birth, and, as it appears by various 
documents, descended from noble families iii 
that island. Very little more is known of either; 
to Blastus the terms luyci^src and J«)cif*ir are applied 
in the colophon to the first production of Cali*^ 
ergus, the Etymologicum Magnum of Caliergus. 
Gyraldus says, 

** Est et apud Crctenses nobilissima Calloer* 
gorum familia ex t]ua et alii Boruere viri pr9^^ 
cellentes. Fuit et inter hos Zacharias CaUoergus 
qui turn Venetiis turn Rom» versatus est, ubi et 
publicavit typis Grscis e:&cusos, Findarum cum 
Commentariis et Theocritum, aliaque nonnulla. 

He is also by Erasmus, in one of his Epistles, 
called '^ Juvenis eximie doctus." 

Of the successful exertions of these two dis- 
tinguished persons in the production of some of 
the most beautiful editions of Greek books that 
eyer appeared, it is my purpose, in this section, 
to give some account. 

Blastus, as having furnished the means of en^ 
gaging in so great an undertaking, for the larger 
works are declared to have been printed at his 
expence, must h^ve been a person of consider- 
able property. Of his literary abilities no men- 
tion 
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tion is any where made. This, however, was 
not the case with Caliergus : to say nothing of 
the commendatory expressions of Erasmus above 
introduced, the great work of the Etyniologi- 
cum is expressly said in the colophon to be con- 
ducted and corrected, voyu xai ii^iornTi Z(X^oipis 

KftAXi^yit Til Kpurec: ample testimonies of hi^f 
learning are also recorded by Musurus, Lascaris, 
and other of his cotemporaries ; and indeed 
without these we might satisfactorily form our 
own judgment from the editions which he has 
^ven to the world. 



I, ETYMOLOGICUM MAGNUM. 

Hie first book published by Caliergus is cer- 
tainly the most splendid, which had hitherto 
come from the Greek press. In imitation not 
Improbably of Aldus, he seems to have deserted 
the older manuscript character which had been 
used in the Lascaris, the JEsop, the Homer, the 
Isocrates, &c. and to have adopted that cursive 
one, which probably more resembled that which 
was actually used at the time. From its near 
siqdilitude to that used in the scholia of the CaU 
limachus and Apollonius printed in capital let- 
ters, I should almost be induced to suspect that 
Caliergus had some concern in these, as well as 
in the tbr@e o(her capital letter books, namely^ 

thjB 



Co ZACHARIAS CALIERGUS. 

the Anthologia, the Euripides, and .the Gnomae. 
Such suspicion appears the more warranted from* 
the connection which was known to exist between 
Caliergus and Janus Lascaris, the editor of the 
above books. 

The work to which I have adverted above is 
the Etymologicum Magnum. Upon this 
book, its origin, and its author, some curious 
observations are to be found in the Bibliotheca 
GrsBca of Fabricius, vol. x. p. 18. very well de* 
serving tlie attention of the learned reader. 

Some have supposed that the name of the au* 
thor was Megalus, or Megales; others have 
given it to Suidas : some agaii) have ascribed it 
to Marcus ]^Iusuru^, ^nd others to oqr Zacharias 
Ca}iergus. The fact seems to be, that in the 
publication of this work, Caliergus was directed 
by Musurus, that it might be a pompanion tq 
the edition of Suidas, which was then preparing 
at Milan under the care of Demetrius Chalcoq^ 
dylas. 

The Etymologicum Magnum is a large 
folio, printed in two columns. The paper is 
of a substantial but jfine texture Before each 
letter of the alphabet is a wooden ornament, 
resembling the Delineations in the Byzantine 
manuscripts, and the capital letter is of the same 
sort. The first page exhibits a long Greek epi- 
gram by Musurus, and a shorter one bv Joannes 
Gregorop^lus, a Cretan; and \t is a fact not 

altogether 
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altogether unworthy of notice, that all the indi- 
viduals concerned in this great work were na- 
tives of Crete, This curious incident appears 
from the concluding lines of the epigram of 
^lusurus. 

T^ftis yaq h ropyiwrxf, ri Se x^Xxs* Kpris o cvvitpas 

K.p^ -^aitay^ vixiQS o f6pJtvviJ.of auro^ o xkiitjv 
J^pTtS raSsf xpnaiy o xprtS rtnios atyioy(pf» 

The second page of the Etymologicum M. con- 
tains a Greek epistle by Musurus addressed to the 
students at Padua, among whom he had formerly 
been engaged in teaching the Greek language. 
At this period he was employed in giving Greek 
lectures at Venice, and, as Fabricius observes, 
" frequenti semper et gravi Auditorio." 

In the epistle above meiitioned Musurus de- 
tails the difficulties which had attended the work, 
the jealousy which it had excited, and the ne- 
cessity which was imposed upon the printer to 
form a new set of types, lest the adoption of 
any which had been used before by others, should 
expose him to a legal prosecution. 

This last circumstance demonstrates, that 
some jealousy was excited by the attempt, and 
that the privilege procured by Aldus from the 
Senate of Venice, for an exclusive property, in 
the Theodorus of 1495, the first of the kind, I 
believe, which was ever granted, made the con- 
temporary 



/ 
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temporary editors very cautious in their pro* 
ceedings. 

As this edition, though of great price, is not 
remarkably uncommon, it will not be necessary 
to add much more concerning it. The contents 
of the volume are thus summarily given by Fa- 
bricius : 

" Etymologicon magnum studiosis Graecac 
linguae Syllogen pr«claram exhibit observatio- 
num omnis generis Grammaticarum etymoiogi- 
carum, mythologicarum et lexicarum ex variis 
Grammaticis, etymologicis, et lexicis congesta- 
rum, et praeterea vigiqtiquinque, vel triginta 
circiter populoium glossas. lUic enim legas 
voces sed paucas quasdam ^olum, Alexandri- 
norum, ApoUoniatarum, Ambraciotarum, Ara- 
bum, Arcadum, Bithynorum, Baeotorum, Chio- 
rum, Cnidiorum, Corinthiorum, Cretensium, Cy- 
priorum, Cyrenaeorum, Ephesiorum, Eretrien- 
sium, Gortyniorum, Hermionensium, lonum, 
Laconum, Lyciorum, Lydorum, Macedonum, 
Megarensium, Mesapiorum, Messeniorum, Ni- 
caensium, Oropiorum, Pamphyliorum, Pergae- 
orum, Phrygum, Ponticorum, Rheginorum, Rho- 
dlorum, Samiorum, Siculorum, Syracusanorum, 
Tarentinorum, Thessalorum, Thracum, Traeze- 
niorum ; Italorum et Romanorum, Indorum, 
Persarum, Phoenicum, «ive Paenorum, Syrorunj 
et Turcarum. In etymologia vocum tradenda 

Doa 
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non tain suam exponit sententiam, quam qua; 
apud Grammaticos vel alios scriptores passim 
reperit, enarrat'* 

The substance of the Greek colophon at the 
end of the volume states, that it was printed at 
tlie expence of Nicolaus Blastus, under the pa- 
tronage of Anna, the daughter of Lucas Notaras, 
lately great Duke of Constantinople, and finally 
by the ** labour and dexterity" of Caliergus of 
Crete in the year 1499, and on the eighth day 
of the month Metagitnion, which corresponds 
with our July. The last leaf contains the re- 
pster. 

I lament to say, that my endeavours to pro- 
cure some information concerning this illustrious 
lady, certainly one of the first female patrons 
of Greek literature, and of her father Lucas 
Notaras, have been ineffectual. 

Except in the following expression of Mait^ 
taire, I have no where seen any allusion to the 
lady. 

'' Sic elegantissima hsec Etymologici editio 
conjunctis utriusque sexus subsidiis peracta est 
Karum sane et laudabile litteraturas illo tem- 
poris florentis argumentmm." 

There is an allusion to Lucias Notaras in a 
note to Fabricius ; which, ds some readers may 
perhaps have the opportunity of pursuing, my in- 
sertion of the words may afford tlie opportunity, 

^*De 

1 
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" De hoc Notara confer Martinum Crusium 
in Turco Grsecia." P. 65. 

This, however, was not the only book which 
Blastus and Caliergus produced in the year 
l+i)g. We have from them in the same elegant 
type, but in a smaller volume. 



2. CIMnAIKIOTMErAAOTAIAACKAAOT 
TnOMNHMA EIC TAG AEKA KATH 
rOPIAC TOT APICTOTEAOTC, 

This, with the cypher of Nicolas Blastus, which 
had before been used in the Etymolpgicum 
Magnum, forms the title of the book, and is 
printed in red ink. The text follows in the next 
page, and is concluded by a colophon, the same 
with the preceding, except that the names of 
Anna and of Lucas Notaras are not mentioned. 
It is expressed to have been finished on the. fifth 
day of the month Panepsion, which, in our 
reckoning, is the 26th of ^ October, 

This book is much more rare than the former, 
and with that which next follows, and which is 
of still greater rarity, was probably intended by 
Caliergus as supplementary to the edition of 
.Aristotle's works lately printed by Aldus. 



s. rnoM. 



XAGHARLiS CALIERGU5; 66 



.?. rnoMNHMA tic TAC nENT£ *r> 

NAC Alio *nNHC AMMnNiOT 
MIKPOTTOT EPMEIOT 

This book Is also in a Smaller folio. In the 
colophon it is said to have been printed at the 
expenceof Blastusin the year 1500, and com-^ 
pleted on the ninth day of the iriorith Scirropho- 
rion, which is the sam6 as our S-lth of May; 
The name of Caliergus is omitted^ but as the 
character of the book is exactly the sam6 as that 
of the two which preceded, we may prestime that 
this was also executed by him. 

Copies of all the above curioiis arid valuable 
books ate in the libraries of Lord Spencer and 
the Bishop of Ely. 



4. GaIENI THfeRiiPfeUtlCORtJM LlBftl XIV. 

Et ad Glaucoxa Libri II. 

This volume, which concludfed the larger k- 
bours of CalicrgUs duriitg his residence at Ve- 
nice, is among the very rarest of the early printed 
Greek books. 

It contains two treatises of Galen, the former 
•f which has the following title in the first page 
before tlie lexti 

5 TAAHX-OY 
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TAAHNOY ©EPAllEY 
TIKHC ME0OAOT AO 

roc riPOTOc 



The whole work, which consists of fourte 
books, ends in the signature M. 9. and is ft 
lowed by 

TAAHNOT nPOC Fxau 
KX2NA, ©EPAnETTl- 
KHN TfiNEIC AYOBI- 
BAION wpuTON 

This volume concludes with a colophon, stati 
that it was printed at Venice, at the expence 
the noble and excellent Nicolas Blastus, in 1 
year 1500, on the fifth of the month Panepsi 
(Noveinher). It is a folio larger than the t 
\ihich precede, but not so large as theEtymo 
glcuni Magnum. The types of all four volun 
are the same. 

The Bishop of Ely possesses a copy of t 
very valuable book. 



Ckbes cum alhs. 
Sine Nora Anni 

■ 

This is by far the rarest of all the Gn 
book* printed by Caliergns. Indeed I know 

4 
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of two copies, of which one only is perfect: thia 
is in the possession of my friend, Dr. Charles 
Burney. The contents of the volume arc: 

ris vKBf, vus ay ^KTO^TiViJiwy e^^ff* 
-XorvTO Xo7«v. 
TtkHreipxH-vtpl iratSZit -mypuy rfi* 

Of this editiott of this tract of Plutarch, Pro- 
fessor Wyttenbach does not appear to have had 
any knowledge. 

The book has no indication of date, place or 
luioten At the end in Greek is the word nxo^. 
The type is precisely the same as that used by 
Caliergus. 

After theftompletion o^ these works w^e hear no 
more of Blastus, and whether Caliergus lost his 
patron by death, or by any disagreement with 
him, his literary labours were also for some 
years suspended. Between the years 1500 and 
1509 bis name does not appear; he continued, 
however, to reside at Venice, and in this last 
year printed the two following small books. 



F 2 AOAPETUS, 
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Agapetus. 

Agapeti Diaconi de officio Regis at Justini-* 
arum Itnperatorem. Gr. et Lat. 12mo, 

« 

This is a very small duodecimo^ of only two 
sheets, with a separate Latin translation also of 
two sheets. 

The type is remarkably neat, but somewhat 
smaller than that made use of in the other 
books. The Greek has no title, except thdt 
which, after the manner of ancient editions, pre* 
cedes the text in the first page. 

There is a colophon affixed both to the Greek 
and to the Latin translation, declaring the place, 
the year, and the name of the printer. 

This little book is extremely scaAe, particu* 
larly with the Latin translation, which is perhapn 
the only specimen that we have of the Latin typea 
of Caliergus. 

The Bishop of Ely has a perfect copy. 



HOROLOGION. 

HoROLOGiON Grsice. 

This is a ritual of the Greek church, and is 
printed in the same character with the Agapetus, 

and 
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and is also a small duodecimo with tlie date of 
1509. 

It does not appear that Caliergus printed any 
more books at Venice. He removed from thence 
to Rome, probably abqut the year 15 i 2, on the 
invitation of Leo the Tenth, whp looked to the 
abilities of so very distihguished a printer, while 
preparations were making for that splendid esta- 
blishment which will form the subject of the en- 
suing article. 

Many circumstances will appear which lead 
to a confirmation ^pf this conjecture, and to de- 
inonstrate that Caliergus was actually employed 
by the pontiff. 



iPlNDAR. 

The first book printed by Caliergus at Rome 
was Pindar, with the Scholiast, which had n6t 
appeared in the former edition of this Greek 
poet by Aldus. The book itself is not remark- 
ably uncommon, though good copies are not 
frequently to be found. 

It is in a quarto form, and the types are the 
same with those which appear in tiie two small 
volumes above described, wijich lie printed be- 
fore he left Venice. 

The colophon shows that it was printed in 
the bouse of Augustinus Cisius, and at the 

F 3 . expence 
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expence of Cornelius Benignus of Viterbo, in 
' the year 1513. 

Agortino Chisi or Cbiji who is mentioned 
above, was a native of Sienna, and had fixed 
himself as a merchant at Rome, where he built 
a splendid mansion, and became a distinguished 
patron of literature. . A printing press was esta^ 
blished in his house, from whence this edition 
of Pindar, and probably that of TheocrituS) 
proceeded, as Cornelius Benignus of Viterbo 
was employed in preparing both of them. This 
man was a very considerable Greek scholar, ^nd 
had been before employed with other learned 
men in superintending the publication of edi« 
tions of antient autiiors, particularly that of 
Ptolemy the geographer, a Latin translation of 
which appeared at Home in K5U7. 

In the second page after the title is an tpU 
gram of Lampridius to this Cornelius Benignus, 



in which the typographical beauty of the work 
is celebrated, and not undeservedly. 



Theocritus. 

The Pindar was followed in the succeeding 
year by Theocritus. This edition was enlarged 
and improved by the addition of the arguments 
to the Idylls, the Scholia printed separately, and 
observations by Joannes Pediasinus on thel Sy- 
> rinx. 
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rinx. These Scholia were now for the first time 
published, and had been collected by Caliergut 
at different times and places. 

It is an octava volume, and was printed, as 
appears by the colophon, at the expence of Coz« 
nelijjs Benignus, in January 1516. 

In the second page is a Greek epistle by Ca^ 
liergus, in which he has observed, that he had 
printed the works of Theocritus « secoid time 
with . the addition of six Idylls, the SecuriH, the 
Alae, and Ten Epigrams, which Aldus had never 
seen, together with the Scholiast 

From this circumstance i^ is evident, that Ca» 
tiergus had never met with the edition of a part 
of Theocritus, which had been printed, and pro« 
bably before the edition by Aldus^ at Milan, in 
the types of the Isocrates of 1493. 

This affords a proof of the early rarity of that 
book, and of the small number of copies which 
had been printed. The claim, however, which 
Caliergus makes, of being the first editor of the 
Idylls, and other poems, above mentioned, is 
unfounded. 

These had all appeared in the preceding year 
at Florence from the press of Philip Junta. 
That this should be unknown to Caliergus is the 
more surprising, as in a Greek epistle prefixed 
to that most rare and valuable edition of Thoo* 
crilusi the editor, Philippus Pandulphinus, ob« 
flerve% that he has followed a copy which had 

F 4 been 
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been qorrected by Marcus Musurus^ and which 
^ad been used by hin) whilst engaged in the em- 
ployment of teaching Greek at Padua, a place 
where Caliergus himself bad been similarly oc« 
cupied. . 

In the course of the following year, namely^ 
in 1517, Caliergus printed two boolcs; the firft 
Was ; • ' 



TnoMiE Magistri EclooS AxxiciE Dia- 

X.ECTI. 

. Small octava 

Prefixed is an Epistle in Greek from Calier- 
gus to Emanuel Sylvius, Ambassador rs 9i«o-<|3co'-* 

T»T8 xet^ CLvufiTH EjUt/AaysfiXs Avairayictq fiotviXiu^. 

This Epistle confirms the opinion I have al- 
ways entertained, that Caliergus must have been 
very poor; for we never find hioi engaged iu 
his profession, but uqder the protection of some 
munificent patron. This may also in some de- 
gree acc<)unt for the long interval which passed 
between the last work printed by him at Venice^ 
and the firft which he published at Rome. 

In this Epistle, after giving his. reasons for 
selecting th^ Thomas Magistri Eclogae, he says, 
that after having had to encounter many storms 
and diAiculties, he had found a harbour of safety 
^nd tran(][uillity in Sylvius^ who3e lov« qf Greek 

literature 
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literature had induced him generously to assist 
him in thiswork. 

Of this Michael Sylvius I am able to find no 

account. 

. The Epistle is followed by an Epigram iu 

Greek by Lactantius Ptolemaeus, addressed to 

the same Sylvius, who is called the morning star 

of Portugal — f»tfffop9g arng. 

Next follows a second Epigram in Greek, 
by the same person, commendatory of the work. 

In the same Jkar, 1517| we had also from tho 
same press. 



Phrynichi Sylloge Atticarum Vocum, Graece 
per Zacharian Caliergum. Small 8vo. 

This was now for the first time published. 

The first page has the title in Greek, beneath 
which is the Two^-headed Eagle of Caliergus, 
with the cypher Z. K. in the middle. 

The second 'page has a dedicatory Epistle in 
Creek from Phrynichus to Cornelianus, but it is 
in the Greek printed KopXiavw. 

Phrynichus was a sophist who flourished in 
the reiMs of Antoninus and Commodus, and 
this Cornelianus was a rhetorician in the confi- 
dential service of those emperors. 

The colophon gives the name of the printer, 

the place, and the date, with the addition that 

it was in the reign of Leo X^ 

phrynichus 
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Phrynichus appeared a second time in con* 
junction with Thomas Magister, Moschopulus, 
Ammonius, &c. by Aldus, in 1524-. The tract 
was a^^ain printed at Paris, in 1532, by Michael 
Vascosahus, with Thomas Magister, Moscho- 
pulus, and .^lian. et Orbicius, de vocabulis mili« 
taribus sive Tacticis. 

There is a great deal on the subject of Phry- 
nichus, aiid of his opinions on the subject of 
Menander's purity of style, in the Bibliotheca 
Grica of Fabricius. V. 4. P. 520, et seq. 

I am very strongly inclined to believe, that 
both before and after this publication, Caliergus 
was employed at the very celebrated academy of 
Leo X. which that Pope established so honour* 
ably to himself, as the friend and patron of lite^ ^ 
rature on the Quirinal Hill. 

I am confirmed in this conjecture from a small 
duodecimo volume, which is entitled Octoechos 
and is a ritual of the Greek church. This ha3 
the name of Caliergus. I shall, however, dis- 
cuss this subject more at length in a succeed- 
^ ing article. 

The illustrious pontiff, Leo X. died in the 
year 1521, after which we have only one other 
book in which Caliergus was concerned. This, 
however, is a very considerable volume, being 
the Greek Lexicon which bears the name of 



Phavo* 
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Phavorini^s/ 

This is a large and thick folk), in the samt 
type with the Pindar and all the other editions 
printed at Rome by Caliergus, except the Octo- 
echos above mentioned. 

In the title-page are three "Greek epigrams; 
one by Joannes Lascaris, one by Politian, and 
a third by Scipio Carteromachus ; all in com- 
mendation of the work. 

In the second page there is an Epistle in 
Greek, addressed by Phavorinus to the Cardinal 
Julius de Medicis. Phavorinus collected the 
materials, edited the book, and defrayed the 
expences ; but the colophon shows that it Mcas 
printed by Caliergus at Rome in 1533. 

The following is the best account of Phavo- 
rinus that I have been able to compile. 

His real name was Guarino, which, after the 
custom of the time, he latinized, and called 
himself Varinus. . To Varinus he afterwards 
subjoined the name of Favorinus, because he 
had his birth in the neighbourhood of Favera. 
He ^as born at Camerino, and as he died a very 
old man in ]537i it is probable that he came 
into the world not later than about 1469. 

It is certain^ that he learned Greek and 
Latin at Florence> under the direction of Poli- 

2 tian, 
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tian, and became a monk of the order of St. 
Benedict. During his residence at Florence he 
made himself still more, perfectly acquainted 
with the Greek language, by the help of Janus 
Lascaris. Here also he rendered himself so 
acceptable to the family of the Medici, that he 
was appointed preceptor to John de Medicis, 
afterwards that illustrious pontiflf Leo X. At 
Florence also he became known to Julius de 
Medicis, afterwards Pope Clement VII. 

In 1512 we find him executing the oflScc of 
librarian to the house of the Medici, by which 
title and character he is addressed in a book de 
cxilio by Aloysius. 

In 1514 he was appointed Bishop of Noqera. 

I subjoin an account of his works, 

!• He collected the Grammatical Tracts which 
were printed by Aldus under the titlQ of Horti 
Adonidis. In this book Aldus certainly assisted^ 
and so also did, Urbanus ; but as the principal 
part was executed by Varinus, it M'as justly called 
after his name. To this book Buda-'Ui^ was cj^" 
ceedingly indebted. 

2. The next work of Phavoriqus was, 



Apoptkegmata ex variis auctoribus per Jo- 
annem Stol)isum collecta, Varino Favoriuo Ca- 
merte iuterprete. - 

This 
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This was printed at Korne by Jacobus Mazo- 
chius in 1517, reprinted at Rome 15 ly, and 
again Cracovite, 1529- 

3. The Dictionaruna Grsecam above described. 
If furtlicr particulars concerning this book shall 
be required, i( may be added, tbat Phavprinus 
seems to have ransacked the whole of Greek li- 
terature in accomplishment of his purpose. 

Suidas, the Etymologicum Magnum, Phryni- 
cus, Hesychius, llarpocration, Eustathius, and 
all the Greek scholiasts, afforded him materials 
for his work. 

A second edition was printed in 1538 at Ba- 
sil, which is also to be classed among the rarer 
books. It is printed in a smaller type, but has 
two copious Greek indexes. 

It may yet further be remarked of this Greek 
Dictionary, that, with the exception of the im- 
perfect and scanty one by Craston, published at 
Venice in 1492, this may claim the honour, of 
being the first. Neither is it unworthy observa-» 
tion, that although Henry Stephens, in his cele- 
brated Greek Lexicon, has copied from Phavo- 
rinus in a multitude of places, he never once 
vouchsafes to mention his name. 

The following book which I have examined in 
the collection of Lord Spencer, so exactly re- 
sembles the smaller books printed by Caliergus 
* in every particular, that I do not feel much hesi* 
tation in ascribing it to him. 
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EbIANUELIS CuRYSOLORiE ErQTEMALA 

Greece, 12mQ. 
See on this book my third Yolume, p. IH6. 
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It was not to be expected that the most tnag^ 
oificent of all the Roman Pontiffs would be un- 
mindful on his elevation to the See of Rome^ of 
the glory which had so long attached to his 
fiunily, as the patrons of learned men. It might 
indeed reasonably be presumed, that he would 
employ the opulence, the dignity, and all the 
other means afforded him by his exalted station 
to the further promotion of literature. We ac- 
cordingly find that this was among the first ob- 
jects of his attention, nor have his noble and 
auspicious exertions been unnoticed by poste- 
rity so that ** Leo's golden days" are still classed 
among these sras, which were most propitious 
to learning and the polite arts. 

Many of the predecessors of Leo, had from 
the period of the downfal of the Greek Empire, 

G pointed 
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pointed Out the path he was to pureue, and had 
availed themselves of the conflux of Greek 
ischolars into Italy, by employing the most 
distinguished among tiiem, in the recovery of an- 
cient authors, Uy e^bli^hing th^ip fi% teachers in 
their Capitals, and by liberally rewarding their 
successful pursuits. 

EuGENius the Fourth, immediately after the 
taking of Constantinople, founded an academy 
at Rome, for the reception of these illustrious 
fugitives. The German artists who had been 
dispersed, partly by the separation of the part- 
nership between Fust and Gutt^nberg, and' 
partly by the siege of Mentz, were domiciliated 
and protected at Rome by Pius, and by Pactx 
the second, who encouraged them also in these 
honorable and usefbl labours, of which tne 
proofs have before been exhibited in thes<[ 
volumes, i;i my circumstantial detail of the nu- 
merous editions of books which they printed. 

Now that I am speaking of the Gerriiaii ar- 
tists, and probably for the last time, I think my- 
self justifie^l in digressing a little from my im- 
mediate subject, to introduce a literary fact of 
some importance which has recently come to my 
knowledge.— 

The reader of my volumes is already well 
aware that some doubt hangs over the fact, 
concerning the Bible, often mentioned by Bib- 

liograpbersj 
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JJo^aphers, a3 printed by Fust ^nd Guttea- 
berg at MentZi previous to the Psalter of 
U57* I have cei1:ainly taken considerablie 
pains, as faF as n)y opportunity extended^ to 
aseertaiii this loattefi a& may be §een in the 
couamencement of my third Volume. It id 
unquestionable tlmt no printed book with 9. 
date existed previous to Itlie celebrated Psalter 
of 1437, altb-ouglt I was aware tbat theFp 
was a Bible in the National Library at Paria^ 
of which one or two copies had been else-^* 
where seen without any date, of si^ch Mpdoubted 
tatiquity, that the mqst sagacious Bibliographers 
bad bc^tated to what period after th^ invantipq 
of Typography, they were to be assigned^ 

There h^^ recently arrived by privat£! hands 
firom Paris, a catalogue of choice and curiQus 
hffqki i|» the caJjinet of l-'irrain Didol, 
froqi whic^ I literally transcribe tliie f^ilo^ving^ 
article^ 



^i^X. 6. ^I^LIA §A^gA X^AtlMA. Cha- 

|-^ctere gQtk^icQ majori, quem Jar7^a appellant, 
g ToU in fql gotb. cnar. hi d^^t. 

'' Cettf^ Bible qui est de la plus grande rareti6, 
€t dopt il est parl^ dans la Biblipgrapbte instrue* 
tive^, ^o. 3i| et dans la Catalogue de Lom^nie, 

Q 2 intitule, 
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intitule, Index librorutn, &c. Nos. 5 et 6/ peat 
maintenant £tre regard6e comme un des plus 
anciens livres imprimis, d'epr^s les souscriptions 
que nous inettons ici| et qui ont 6t6 copi6es sur 
un exemplaire que la Biblioth6que Imp^riale 
possede, et dbnt elle fit Tacquisition en 1792. 
Cette souscription, quoique inanuscrit6, n'en 
est pas moins authentiqu6, puisqu'elle elle est 
de la main de r^crivain, qui dans le temps a 
^crit les sommaires des chapitres, et enlumin6 
les lettres initiales de ce pr^cieux exemplaire, 
comme cela se pratiquait alors. 

Elles se trovent a la fin de cbaque volume, 
imm^diatement apr^s la derniere ligne imprim^i 
et sont coni^ues ainsi qu'il suit 

**Et sic est finis prime partis BlBLi£ 

8EU VETERIS TeSTAMENTI. IlLUMINATA 
SEU RUBRICATA ET LIGATA P, HeNRICUH 
AlBOH alius CrEMER, anno DOMINI, 
M**CCGC•LVI^ FESTO BaRTHOLOMEI ApLI, DeO 

GRACiAs • . . . Alleluia." 

Et au tome 2. 

" ISTE LIBER ILLUMINATUS LIGATUS KT 
COMPI^ETUS EST P, HeNRICUM, CrEMZR VI- 
CARiVM BCCLESIE COLLEGIATE SANCTI StE-^ 
PHANI MaGUNTINO SUB ANNO DOMINI MIL- 
LESIMO QUADRINGENTESIMO QUINQUAGESIMO 
SEXTO FESTO ASSUMPCIONIS GLORIOSE VlR- 

ciNis Marie, Deo gracias. Alleluia." 28. 
, Quoique 
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Quoiqtie cette Bible ne porte ni nom de villey 
d'imprimeur, ni de date^ il n'y a point de doubte 
qu'elle n'ait €t6 imprim^e k Mayence par 
Guttenburg et Fust^ entre les ann6es 14.53 et 
1456." 

If the authenticity of the subscription by this 
Iliaminator be allowed, and I see no reason to 
question it, no doubt can be entertained but that 
this is a copy of the Bible printed by Fust and 
Guttenberg in 1450. I may be permitted to 
add, that an intimate friend, in whose judg- 
ment and sagacity in these matters I may ver^ 
well confide, has carefully examined the Bible 
from which Didot has copied this subscription 
in the National or as it is now called the Im- 
perial Library at Paris. He entertains no 
doubt of its genuineness. It is written in a large 
diaracter^ and with every appearance of being 
contemporary with the book itself. 

It would be a matter of some curiosity to 
know from what Library in Germany it was 
transferred to Paris. The principal person con- 
cerned in the direction of the Imperial Library 
is a German of the name of Van Praet, and per- 
haps his equal in Bibliographical knowledge is 
no where to be found. In this respect, he is a 
second Magliabechi. He not only knows the 
eontents of every more valuable library in Eu- 

3 rope, 
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rope, btst tbe precipe situation iti which the 
clioicKst litefary treasures affe deporited, W(>e be 
t^ that region, po^sefising any of these curiosities 
whieh h)ay be exposed to tbe mcursions of 
French Troops, The leader carries with him 
a schedule of the ^* Libri Desiderati, '• and the 
particular plaee in which they may be found, 
ilnd without any compunctious feelingti they 
^rb speedily transFeiTed to Paris. 

I now resume mv subject of the establishment 
of the feectderoyon Monte CaVallo, Al£kand£r 
the Sixth, improved and augmented tlie institu* 
tions of his predecessor Eugknius^ h^ erectecl 
^ matisioh for the accbn^modation and residence 
of the workmen who were employed by these 
attists, he enriched tl>fem by regular revenaes, 
^hd increased their number by the accession of 
learned tl;en from ail parj$ of Europe; 

This Establishment, howeyer proinising as it 
was in its beginning, and afterwards improved 
^n its pi'ogress, was fbund by Leo the Tenth in his 
accession to the papacy, in a low and exhausted 
cort'ditioti^ i\i funH^ having beert ungenerously 
diyc^rted kb very different purposed by the ambition 
afJuirys thb Second, his immfediate predeces- 
sor. This great Pcj^ntilTi however, inimediatoly on 
his prbmotibh, not enly exerted himself to re- 
jplacc oh its foririer fooling the system which had 
thus been injuredjj but with the most lil>€ral 

views. 
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iwws^ detertnitied w augment and ^xtemi it, 
gnd t0 give the whiAe a greater degree both of 
lifiefidot and ulUity. 

For this purpose^ tie graciously invited pros 
fessors in every scienee to repair (o Ronie, and 
Vkkt up their residence in his aeademy; He 
dispatched other learned ffieii from hi^ Copital 
into every part of Europe, aivd slotde ftofn 
WfHmg them even into Aiia^*, ttith tiie object 
tf di)»eoveri|ig and Mlleetiiig man^i^crilpll. The 
part of Leo'« correspdndenct* with these emhiei^t 
$€he)ars, which is ffiU cxlant^ e^)iil^§ at the 
Mm« litiM^ the liberaUty of the Po^e, ai^d the 
earnest and equal zeal of those who weref en- 
trusted with his cOfflHK^ftions. 

The great object, hOTteter, of the Pofrtiff, #a& 
the improvefftent of Greek Literature, which 
hitherto, tbou^ it w^^ flo«risfe*ng m othev parts, 
of Italy, had been but Httte cultivated at Rofne. 
For tbia purpose, he move particalarly invffed 
iofyti Lascaris, and Alarciis Musarus, to whara 
the revival of {he Greek Jatiguage is more vtt^ 
4tbted than lo any other tch4j*afs, |o take o^tlieir 
residence at Roflfie. Their destinwJ ewptoynyent 
tras to superitucnd an aieadiemy of yoiM*g Greeka 
ai^bom he iMvd al9o pervaded to reuM^ 4o bii^ 

* Leo AtfiktOkMMf tkt aekhmad AinUm 9i<3i|«a|^Vi^» ^^ 
|ap««ae4 Ht Remo by Leo, iWot^U ka ii^fwa^ t^MStir 

^ 4t Capit;^ 
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Capital, there to prosecute their studies. For 
their suitable ^d convenient accommodatioiii 
Leo purchased from the Cardinal of Sion^ his 
mansion on the Quirinal HilL 

This Institution was soon accompanied by the 
establishment of a press, for the specific purpose 
of printing G.reek books, to which the Pdpe was 
probably induced by the successful labours of 
Zacharias Caliergus, who had, as I have in some 
preceding pages represented, removed, probably 
on the invitation of Leo, between the years 
1505 and 1515, to Rome, and had already 
edited the works of Pindar and Theocritus in 
that city. 

It is much to be lamented, that a printing 
office introduced and established under the pro- 
tection of a munificent Prince, assisted by scho- 
lars the most eminent of their time, and con* 
ducted by such an artist as Caliergus, should 
have made so limited a progress. The exertions 
of this press appear from the very first com- 
mencement, to have been languid, so that no 
more than four books issued from it during the 
life of the Pontiff, and at his death it was totally 
iextinguished. Of the causes by which this ca<^ 
family was occasioned, we are entirely ignorant. 
It could hardly have arisen from the want of pe- 
cuniary support, as it is not to be imagined that 
the treasury of Leo, however it might by other 
^eans bavQ been exhausted, would not still have 
^ afforded 
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tfibrded an adequate supply to this branch of 
the Roman Academy, which was so peculiarly 
las own, and which it was both his delight and 
pride to have engrafted upon the establishments 
of his predecessors. 

The failure of this academy is still the more , 
deeply to be regretted, as the books from the press 
on the Quirinal Hill which have been preserved 
to usy are conspicuous among the most elegant 
and splendid specimens of typography of the 
sixteenth century. 

They are all at this day of very rare occurrence^ 
and are considered among the choicest oma** 
ments of the cabinets of the curious. 

That John Lascaris officiated as superintend* 
ent of this press, would satisfactorily appear, 
though historical evidence of the fact were 
wanting, and though his own epigrams, which 
are prefixed to some of these books^ did not 
declare it. The singularity of the capital letters 
which appear in all of them to indicate the sub- 
ject or word which is treated of or explained, 
seems to be borrowed from the five volumes in 
capitals heretofore described, and which were 
printed under his superintendence at Florence 
ia the preceding century. The Letters also 
themselves, if not the same, are evidently cut in 
imitation of these, in the above-mentioned 
books. No printers name is found affixed, but 

the smaller characters are undoubtedly those of 

.CalierguSy 
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Caliier^s, and are MthentitaKd b^ th«ir id<dfititjP 
with tbOdt tvhi^h Me (bond in a VoIum« whfeb 
has been already medtidned, ttaftiilly, " Oet*e* 
Ghoa,'' Venet. per. Zacbr Caliergum. J 520. 

By tbe date of this volume, it appears that 
Caliergtis had returned t6 Venice before thc^ 
death of his patron Leo, and that as he catried 
his types along ^ith bim, it may be reasonably 
inibrred that the lloman ptthi had already failed. 
The whole project, indeed, notwithstanding the 
zeal and ard6r with which it had commenced, 
and tbe seemingly favourable* auspices which 
attended its e^fiy progr<5is, appears not to have 
succeeded. We hear vtty little of the academy 
"" jMter the death of L^o^ and although the exer-i 
tions of Lottie succeeding Pc^pes are Iciiown to 
|)ave been made for its revitttl, they did MX 
avail t<) produce any beneficial effi^cl* 

I shall now pro<:«ed to, give some aecidtifiit Of 
these rai^ and cur96us ' volumes^ the first K^ 
which is> 



L P^R^nYRjj llaSitaWARUM QufcsTWvtiii 

%EA OI^irsCULVM^^. 

Graece. ' 

■ 

L^is decimi Pont, Mnx. beneefiGio. e tene^ 
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kris «rutum iitipresumque Romas in Gymnasia 
Mediceo ad CaballiqAim mentem. ' M.D.XVIIt 
4to. 

In the tilk page of some Copii's, the date is. 
M.D.XVm. in which the last I seeoisi to havo 
been added after the qrigini^i title-pages YfevQ 
printed off, 



'OMHPOT 'lA^aJa, 

HoHEiii Interpres pqrvetustus, seu Scholia, 
Graeca in Iliademj addito ipsa Iliade proemissia 
duobus Jani Lascaris Eprigrainmatibus. 

Graece, 

Komae in Gymnasio collis Quirinalia in do^ 
mo Angeli Collotii, 1517, die vii. Septembris, 
Leonis X. anno quinto^ Fol. 

This is a larger volume than the form,er, and 
the rarest of aU the foun The words of the 
text are printed in capital letter©, and the expli- 
cation of them in running Greek types. 

Jt appears from the Colophon, that Angelus, 
CoHqtius (Angelo CoUacci) was private Secre- 
tary to the Pope, The life of this personage 
has been written by Ubaldini, from whom we 
kari^ that be -became possessor of the Villa and 
O^rd^QS of Saliust, su;id w^ remarkable for his 

numerous 
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aumerous and valuable coUectioD o£ statues, 
busts, sepulchral memorials^ coins^ medals^ &a 
See Roscoe's Life of Leo X. v. 4. p. S80. 

He is somewhere denominated by Ubaldini, 
*^ Vir sanctissimus, doctissimusque." 

I should, before I conclude this article, ob- 
serve, that the above-mentioned Scholia on the 
Iliad of Homer, are the same with those which 
were afterwards printed under the name of 
Didymus. 

HL COMMENTAHII IN SEFTEM SoPHOCLIS 

Trag(£dias, quae ex aliis ejus compluribus in- 
juria temporum amissis solse superfuerunt, opus 
exactissimum rarissimumque in Gymnasio Me- 
dicco Caballini mentis a Leone decimo Pont 
Max. constituto recognitum repurgatumque ; at- 
que ad communem utilitatem, studiosorum in 
plurima exemplaria editum. Graec^. Anno 
Sexto Pontificatus Leonis decimi. 1518. 4t0f 

This is the most beautiful, though perhaps the 
most common of these four volumes, for we may 
collect from the Colophon, that a larger impres- 
sion was printed- The word constitutor seems 
to imply, that the whole establishment on 
Monte Cavallo, was formed by Leo's individual 
exertions. The words are, however, tt) be limited 
to this particular part of it, and it should seem 
by the fiat at the conclusion, that part at least of 

the 
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the expence was defrayed by the printers them- 
selves. This being a very curious documeutv 
I subjoin it. 1 

Leo. P.P.X. 

Universis et singulis ad quos h» Htterae nos- 
txx pervenerint Salutem et apostolicam bene- 
dictionem. Studia literarum et bonarum artium; 
quae vitam humana impriniis illustrare et exco- 
lere videiit: et antea dum in minore fortuna 
essemus;. semper fovimus; et postq ad supre- 
mum hunc honoris locum divina providentia 
evecti sumus; de its; quantum in nobis fuit 
bene mereri nunq cessavimus ; facturi idem in 
poslerum tanto libentius tantoq liberalius ; 
quanto ingenia ad artes ipsas capessendas fieii 
propesiora et ardentiora cognoverimus. Cum 
itaq; dilecti filii adolescentes Gymnasii nostri 
in Quirinali coUe per nos constituti Grsecis ar- 
tibus incumbentes banc aotiquissimorum et 
nunq ; aiihac impressoru Homeri auctoru inter* 
pretatidem formis excudeda curaverit : nos cosi- 
derata operis utilitatCi et fructo maximo: Qui 
ex tati tamq ; illustris poetee expositi5e ad stu- 
diosas perveturus e, et simul habita ratione la- 
boru et impesa; quas chalcographie excudeda 
librii c5tulere; opere pretiii facere visi sumus; 
si ad ea rem juvada favore et auctoritate nram 
adjiceremus* Ne quid igit 1 prasjudiciu Gym* 

nasii 
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nasi! fraudeq detrim^tu dictw impreararii comit^ 
tat; volumus et m^damus; ne quis no$ ipsos 
auctores decenio proxime futuro imprimere, ai|t 
imprimi ^acere, aut impresses veniidare; ^enii- 
dadosue dare uUis i locis ai|deat sine licetia 
Gymna^ii praefati ; ai;t ejus cjura geretiu ; qui 
cotra tnadatu hoc firm feceritj admiserit, is uni- 
versge dei ecclesiae to to or be terraru expero ex- 
comunicatusq ; esto; prxterea libris et aureis 
quigetis ad arbitriu firpfi applicadis sine uUa rc- 
missione multator. praecipientes universis et singu- 
lis Archiepiscopis ; Episcopis ; ebrq ; vicariis ; 
necno nostris, et S. R. E. officiatibus et queli- 
bet magistratu tam i alma urbe q extra ea gere- 
tibus; et aliis ad quos spectat T virtu te sanctae 
pbedietiae; ut pmissa ad oem instStiS. dicti Gym- 
nasii ipsiusq; Rectorum faciat Iviolabiliter ob^ 
jervari CQtrarlis np ob^tantibMS quibuscanq; 
Patum RoQiae apud Sanctii Petru sub annulp 
Piscatoris Die VIL Sepiebris. M. D. JCVIL 
Pctntificatus nostri Aqnp Quiato. 



IV, AnpoekrMATA <WA02&<i>nN kaI 

J^TPATHrftN PriTbPniSf Tt KAi HOIHTAN. 
STrAAEFENTA OAPA 'APSENIOT 'APXlgJIJ^ 
K6nOT MONEMBASiAX. 

Preclara dicta Philosepherum, Iniperatorum, 

Orator um- 
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Or^tewrnque, etJPostftrum, i^b Arsfinlo Arehie-f 
piscopo Monembasia; collecta. 

Thi« beautiful volume is in a small octavcv 
and to be perfcqfe should consist of twg partst^* 
the last qf which, namely,, the Picta Poetarum* 
is frequently wfi^nting- 

There were ^ver^il difitinguished persons of 
the n^me of Arsenics, but the cumpiler of this 
book was a native of Crete, and according to 
Ffibrici«|fi(» §01) pf the celebrated Michael Apos^ 
tpUua^ wbp being banished from his native coui>- 
try, came to Italy on tlie invitation of Cardinal 
Se^Mrion, and afterwards retired to Crete* 

Thi3 Ar^enius appears to have been one of 
the learaed Greeks who were drawn to Rome by 
the invitation pf Leo. In the preface to the 

Greek Scholia on Euripides, which were edited 

\fy kim ip Florence from tb^ press of the Junta? 
id i6^y be. complains of bis unsuccessful ea^ 
(}HVOura tQ interest Lep X. in favour of the 
Greek Cburqb wbieb w^9 then in a state of great 
distress. He probably extended the name ap* 

plicaty)!) and qomplaint tg the papacy of 
l^^ul III., to whom tbe above book is dedicated^ 
^ be regret? hif inability. '' 3alutandi oSicium 
9ripstar«" oD.a<:couQt of bis age, bi§ inilirmitiei 
wd bis poverty. 
Ai^niyf we(9» however, in procei^s of time^ 

4 nf]ade. 
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made Archbishop of Ragusa in the Venetian ter* 
ritories. 

This work of the sayings of philosophers wjs 
afterwards much extended by Erasmus, with 
corrections and additions by Paulus Leopardus, 
Petrus Hannus, and Franciscus Robertellus^ 
Another edition appeared in 1590, with die 
name of Paulus Manutius, the name of Erasmus 
having been omitted^ according to Fabricius: 
" ex invidia/' 

In his prefatory address to Leo, Arsenius is 
profusely lavish m his compliments, distinguish- 
ing him by every high-flown epithet, and among 
other things, calling him the thirteenth Apostle. 
At the conclusion, he supplicates him to ex- 
tend his generosity to the Greek church, which 
he represents as in extreme distress and po- 
verty. 

The Dicta Poetarum at the end seems to fora^ 
a perfect book of itself, but as it corresponds 
with the preceding part in every typographical, 
circumstance, it was probably printed at the 
same time. 

It is introduced by a dialogue in Greek 
Hexameters and Pentameters between a Scholar, 
the Bookseller, and the Book* In this there 
is but little point It is very much like the 
Greek dialogue in prose which is found in the 
.Editio Princeps of Suidas, printed at Milan. 

This 
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This is followed by a prose extract from Por- 
phyry, by quotations from the Stromata of 
Clemens Alexandrinus^ in which various paral- 
lel passages in Homer, Musaeus, Orpheus, Eu- 
ripides, and the ancient Greek poets are 
pointed out. Next is an extract from Simo- 
nides and others on the Vanity of Life. The 
concluding part is filled with fragments from 
Psellus, both in verse and prose, and a few epi- 
grams from Tzetzes. 

I have thought proper to be thus minute in de- 
scribing the second part, as it is of such very rare 
occurrence ; and ought not to be neglected by 
readers of Greek fragments. Many passages are 
inserted in this little volume, which the Arch* 
bishop must have gleaned from manuscripts ; as 
they ar^ now only to be found in authors, of 
which the Greek text had not been published 
when Arsenius formed this collection. 

It cannoty I should presume, be thought out 
of place to mention the following, which is 
among the more rare of our early English Books, 
and printed by Caxton, 



The Dictes and Sayinges of Philoso- 
PHREs, w^hiche Boke is translated out of Frenshe 
into Englyssh by the Noble and puissant lord 
Antoine Erie of Ryuyers lord of Scales and of 
the Isle of Wyght, Defendour and directour of 

H the 
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the siege Apostolique &c. Emprynted by me 
William Caxton at Wegtmestre the yere of oiir 
Lord M.CCCC.Ixxvij. Folio. 

Of this book a very curious and detailed de- 
scription will be found in Mr. Dibdin's first vo- 
lume of his new edition of Ames, p. 58, 9> &c« 
Whether the French book from which Lord Ri- 
vers made his translation, was a version in that 
language of any edition of the original work of 
Arsenius above described, 1 have had no other 
'opportunity of ascertaining but from comparinj; 
with the original, such specimens as are exhibited 
in Ames, and in Mr. Dibdin's improved edition 
of this work. 1 rom these 1 have little doubt but 
that such was the fact. 

Caxton's book was afterwards reprinted by 

Winken de Worde in 15128, and I am induced to 
suppose that this must be altogether as uncom- 
mon as the former. From the slight mention 
made of it in Ames, it ib evident that neither he 
nor Herbert had the opportunity of examining it. 
But this question will doubtless be properly in- 
vestigated by M\\ Dibdin in his second volume. 



Tacitus. 

1 have in my fourth volume, p. 87, briefly men- 
tioned the first perfect edition of the works or 
4 Tacitus 
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Tacitus as executed under the patronage of this 
Pontiff; but there seenn to be a few other parti- 
culars worthy of observation. 

In tho first place it is to be remembered that 
the edition was not printed at the Academy oit 
the Quirinal Hill, but in some other place, and 
under the direction of other artists^ The editor 
was Plvlippus Beroaldus the younger. 

It involves also another curious circumstance. 
It appears, that as the sheets of this work were 
struck off at Rome, they were conveyed to Mi- 
lan, at which place an edition soon afterwards 
appeared, corresponding in every particular 
with this printed at Rome under the auspices of 
Leo X. Other frauds of a similar description 
will be found in the history of learning, and have 
been noticed in these volumes. 

As a conclusion of this article, I may add, in 
honour of Leo X. a circumstance v^hich I have 
discovered since the above account was printed, 
that he also sent learned men even to the nortli- 
ern courts of Europe, in search of manuscripts. 
By a letter from Sadoletus, to Albert, Archbishop 
of Mentz, it appears, that all the books of Livy 
were then extant, at least they were reported to 
the Pope to be so ; and Sadoletus requests the 
Archbishop to send the manuscripts to Rome, 
on security being given by the Apostolic Cham- 
ber for their safe return. 

H 2 SIR 
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1 ENTER upon this portion of my work with 
great satisfaction, and with a sort of national 
pride. It succeeds the article on the literary- 
munificence of Leo the Tenth, with peculiar pro- 
priety, involving many circumstances of strong 
and striking resemblance. 

It exhibits, like the former, the strenuous and 
honourable excrtfons of an individual, much 
greater, and much superior, to those of Leo, in 
the cause of learnino;: an individual not in the 
great and exalted situation of a Sovereign Prince, 
who possessed every means and every faculty of 
prosecuting what he might desire to have ^ccom- 
phshed, but of one in the humbler station of a 
private English gentleman, to whom various diffi- 
culties must have presented themselves, only to 
be overcome by a noble zeal and steady perse- 
verance. The object was indeed similar, and 
the means and instruments employed very much 
alike. It is painful to add, that, like the project 
of that illustrious Pope, this also of our country- 
man unfortunately failed of success, and in ai 
great degree owing to the same causes. 

H 4 The 
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The following is a concise account of the life 
of this eminent Scholar. 

Sir Henry Savile was bom in 1549 of a re- 
spectable family in Yorkshire. In 1561 he be* 
came a member of Merton College, Oxford, and 
after his degree of Master of Arts ( 1570) he read 
a public lecture on the Mathematics, In 1578 
he went abroad, and on hisreturp was appointed 
private tutor to Queen Elizabeth, whom he in* 
structed in the Greek language. In 1586 he was 
made Warden of Merton College, and temained 
in this honourable situation, distinguished for his 
accomplishments, his liberality and his patron- 
age of learning and learned men, for the period 
of thirty-six years. 

In 1596 he was elected Provost of Eton Col- 
lege, and it was in this situation that he produced 
those lasting monuments of his profound erudi* 
tion, which it is the more immediate object of 
this section to record. I cannot however con*- 
elude this account of Sir Henry, without adding 
that when James the First succeeded Elizabeth, 
he expressed a wish to bestow isome eminent 
mark of his esteem upon him. 

In Win wood's Memorials, v. g, p, 23, Sir Tho* 
mas Edmunds writes as follows to Mn Winwood. 
Sept. 30, 1604. 

" At the tiofie of the Kings late being at Wind- 
sor, he was drawn by Mr. Peter Young to see 
E^tpn Colledge^ and after a B^nkquett there 

ipado 
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made him, he knighted Mr. Savile. The gentle- 
woman your friend saith that the favour cometh 
now too late, and therefore not worthy of her." 
All secular promotion he modestly declined ; 
but he accepted of the honour of knighthood. 
He afterwards founded a Lectureship in Geo- 
metry, and another in Astronomy, at. Oxford; 
which University he further and munificently 
distinguished by various marks of his regard. 

He died at Eton College in 1621-2; and was 
buried in the Chapel. 

Before I proceed further in my detail of Sir 
Henry Savile's exertions in the cause of letters^ 
it is proper to observe, that previously to the pe- 
riod of his appointment to the Provostship of 
Eton College, neither of our Universities had 
much contributed to this honourable object. 
The printing presses employed at Oxford and 
Cambridge had indeed produced very few books 
of any description. Immediately, therefore, on 
taking up his residence in the College at Eton, 
Sir Henry conceived the project of his celebrated 
Edition of the Works of Chrysostom. By this 
he hoped to add new lustre to his College, 
which, from the first foundation, and in the time 
of Elizabeth more particularly, had been famous 
for learned men. He consequently established 
bis printing press, and prepared strenuously for 
his great and impot*tant work. When it is con- 
f idere4 th9t h^ wqs already far advanced in years, 

it 
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it must appear a bold and arduous undertaking, 
and almost beyond the powers of an individual. 

It must not be forgotten, that hitherto the va- 
luable writings of this eminent Father of the 
Church had never been collected. They had 
only appeared in detached and separate publi- 
cations, and of these some were corrupt and 
others imperfect. 

The steps taken by Sir Henry to facilitate the 
accomplishment of his object, were those most 
likely to render it effectual. As vacancies took 
place in the Society of the College, his care was 
exerted to fill them with the most distinguished 
scholars in the kingdom. He immediately also 
commenced a learned correspondence with 
other eminent men, not in England alone, but io 
various parts of Europe. 

Among the latter, we find the names of Thu- 
anus, Velserus, G. M. Lingelsheimius, Schottus, 
Isaac Casaubon, Fronto Ducaeus, Janus Grute* 
rus, Hocschelius, Sebast Teugnagel, and Gabriel, 
Archbishop of Philadelphia. 

Among the scholars whom he either found at 
Eton, or whom his patronage and influence esta- 
blished at the College, were his brother Thomajs 
Savile, Thomas Allen, Henry Bust, John Hales, 
Richard Montague, and Jonas Montague. Of 
each of these I shall hereafter subjoin a brief ac- 
count, as it is my purpose to do also of John 
I3oyse and Andrew Downes, with whom Sir Henry 

carried 
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carried on a familiar correspondence, during the 
time that his edition of Chrysostom, to which 
much was contributed by these eminent scholars, 
was preparing. 

But this was not all, and perhaps the labours 
^md the learning of these distinguished scholars 
would have been ineffectually exerted, if, at the 
game time, Sir Henry had not been indefatigable 
in his endeavours to obtain manuscripts of his 
author, and collations of others from every 
quarter of Europe. It has before been observ- 
ed, that he enjoyed the favour of the King, who 
was ambitious of being thought a protector of 
learning, and who accordingly directed his Am-- 
bassadors to obtain for the emissaries and collec- 
tors employed by Sir Henry, admission to the 
different Royal Libraries of Paris, Augsburg, Ba- 
varia, &c. &c. Under these auspices, and with 
these aids, the great work was commenced, and 
successfully prosecuted to its final accomplish- 
ment, 

The expence of the edition amounted to what 
was at that period considered as a most enorm- 
ous smn, namely, eight thousand pounds. Of 
this, the whole wsas supplied by Savilc ; for al- 
though in his dedication he represents himself 
lis "auctum opibus" by the King, it appears evi- 
dent that this expression does not relate to any 
pecuniary assistance which he had received, but 
tQ tbe indul|;cncei ^nd the ^qcq^s to foreign li^ 

braries^ 
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braries, which he had received through the me- 
diation of the Roval Ambassadors. 

In the preceding article I have noticed the 
treachery which was practised at Milan with re- 
gard to the first perfect edition of Tacitus, printed 
at Rome, under the patronage of Leo X. 

A similar fraud was practised towards Savile; 
in consequence of ivhich, this great undertaking 
was unsuccessful, and the future operations of 
his press considerably checked. Some of the 
persons or artificers employed, transmitted the 
sheets of Chrysostom, as they were severally 
worked off, to Fronto Ducaeus, who at the very 
same time was employed at Paris on an edition 
of this Father's works. I cannot do better than 
give the following detail of this dishonourable 
transaction, in the words of Fuller. 

** This worthy Knight carefully collected the 
best copies of S. Chrysostome, and employed 
learned men to transcribe and make annotations 
on them; which done, he fairly set it forth on 
his own cost, in a most beautiful edition; a bur« 
den which he underwent without stooping under 
it, though the weight thereof would have broken 
the back of an ordinary person. But the Papists 
at Paris had their emissaries in England, who' 
surreptitiously procured this Knight's learned 
labours, and sent them over weekly, by the post, 
into France, schedatim, sheet by sheet, as here 

they 
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they passed the press. Then Fronto Ducasus 
(a French Cardinal, as I take it) caused thetn to 
be printed there, with implicit faith and blind 
obedience, letter for letter, as he received thetn 
out of England, only joining thereunto a Latin 
translation, and some other inconsiderable addi- 
tions! Thus two editions of S. Chrysostom did 
together run a race in the world which should 
get the speed of the other in public sale and ac- 
ceptance. Sir Henry his edition started firs^, by 
the advantage of some months. But tlie Pari- 
sian Edition came up close to it, and advantaged 
with the Latin Translation (though dearer of 
price) outstript it in quickness of sale ; but of 
late the Savilian Chrysostom hath much mended 
its pace, so that very few are left of the whole 
impression." 

Fuller's Worthies of England. Article, York- 
shire. 

By whose immediate agency this act of perfidy 
was perpetrated, has never been ascertained. 
Sir Henry was probably betrayed by one or more 
of the inferior workmen. It is by no means 
likely that Norton, the printer, had any concern 
in it. He was a man of excellent character, at 
the head of his profession, in the exercise of 
which he accumulated a large fortune. 

Since the publication of this beautiful edition 
very little has been done to Chrysostom. It 

seems 
6 
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seems now to be estimated as it really deserve^ 
and has progressively, of late years, increased in 
price. 

The following is the judgment passed upon it, 
not long after its first appearance, in the Journul 
des Sj^avans. 

" Mounsieur Savil a reveu tres eKacten^ent 
Ics ouvrages de S. Chrj-sostom sur plusieurs an* 
ciens manuscrits qu'il avoit fait chercher avec 
beaucoup de paines et de depense dans tout 
I'Europe, et meme jusques dans k Grece, ou il 
avoit envoyer des gens expres. Mais quelques 
eoins qu'il ait pris de rendre cette Edition cor- 
recte, il ne laisse pas d y avoir encore plusieurs 
«iidroits corrumpus, et dont il est difficulte de 
deviner le veritable sens." 1 de Fevr. 1666. 

As so very large an cxpence had been incurred 
in the completion of this great national work, 
the price put upon it, on its first ap|)earance, 
was necessarily high. We are informed, in a 
letter written by Archbishop, at that time Mr. 
Usher, that it sold for nine pounds ; ** too great,*' 
{as the Archbishop expresses himself) " for him 
to deal withal." 

There is a tradition at Eton, that this printing 
press was set up in the row of houses on the west 
side of the stable yard of the College, now known 
by the name of Weston's Yard. The houses 

have 
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have the appearance of being built ajbout that 
period ; and when the form of them is considered, 
and more particularly the disposition of the 
windows, the above tradition mav seem to rest 
on a good foundation. 

The types used in this edition of Chrysostom, 
certainly resemble those of Stephens, and the 
other Paris printers, as w^ell as those of the 
Wechels at Frankfort, at a subsequent period. 
From the Wechels indeed they are said by some 
to have been procured, but this fact I have not 
been able to ascertain. It appears beyond a 
doubt; from a passage in one of the Epistles of 
Isaac Casaubon, that they were cast abroad. 

On the failure of the Eton press, they were 
purchased by the University of Oxford. I have, 
in a former volume, related the fact of their be- 
ing borrowed by Buck, for his Testament; and 
that it docs not appear that they were ever re- 
turned. 

The following concise account of the different 
learned men who were connected with, and em- 
ployed by, Sir Henry in the above work, I should 
hope will be deemed no unsuitable conclusion 
of this subject. 

Matthew Bust. 

There were two individuals of this name, fa- 
tlier and son, both of them eniinefit as scholars, 

and 
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and both/ of them members of Eton College 
Matthew Bust, the father, wa:s Fellow of Eton 
in 1572; Matthew Bust, the son, was Master 
of Eton. 

Of this person I shall speak more at length 
when I shall describe the book edited by him, 
and printed at Eton College, under the patron- 
age of Savile. 

Thomas Allen. 

There were two distinguished individuals of 
this name also, one eminent as a Mathematician; 
so eminent indeed as to be denominated by a 
writer of those days, " not only the Prince or 
Coryphseus, but the very soul and sun of all the 
Mathematicians of his time:" the other pro- 
foundly versed in the Greek and Latin tongues. 
This latter was the friend of Savile. After hav- 
ing been for some time a Fellow of Merton CoU 
lege, he was, through the influence of Sir Henry, 
elected to a Fellowship of Eton College in 
1604. 

He wrote '* Observationes in libiellum Chrv- 
sostomi in Esaian," which will be found inserted 
in the Eton Edition of this Father, Vol. viii. . 

p. 139. 

He also assisted Savile in his Annotations 
upon the Homilies of Chrysostom, and in those 

upon Matthew and the other Evangelists. 

Sir 
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Sir Henry had evidently the highest opinion of 
bis parts and learning, and is very profuse in his 
commendations of him^ calling him Vir doctissi- 
inus, Grsecarum Literarum non minus quam The- 
ologifie peritissimus. He died in 1636, and was 
buried in Eton College Chapel. 

In Fell's Life of Hammond^ this Thotnas AUea 
is said to have assisted Dr; Hammond in his stu<a 
dies whilst he was at & jn School. 

He also collected the Treatises of liian}* of 
Bacon's scholars and followers, which, according 
to Warton, vol. 1, p. 291, may sBil remahi 
among the manuscripts of Sir Kenelm Digby, in 
the Bodleian Library. 



i> 



Thomas SavilIs. 

Thomas Sayile was younger brother of Sit 
Henry Savile. 

He appears tb have been Fellow df Merton 
•College in 1580; and, like his brother, and with 
the same views of improvement, travelled much 
in foreign countries. On his return to his coun- 
try, he was, through the interposition of Sir 
Henry, appointed to a Fellowship at Eton Col- 
lege. 

Richard 'Montftgde, in the first part of his His- 
tory of Tithes, enumerates this TTiomas Savile 
imotijg tbt Hioat leiarned of bis eouhtrymeii, and 

1 mak98 
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mak.'esi bip equal even with Camden. In lo9S 
he served the office of Proctor in the University 
of Oxford ; an^ in the progress of that year died 
in London, much and :Serio,u9ly lamenjted. His 
remains were removed to Oxford, and interred 
in the clioir of Merton College. 
: He wrotOi among oth^r, things, Epistolae varia 
a(}j iUu^^P? viros. Fifteeii of these were ad- 
dressed to Camden^and m^y be seen in a volume, 
Qf which the title is, V.QL., Guli^lmi Cambdeni 
^tiIlii^5^ui:]).)Yiroruiu ad G. Ca,rnb4euuin J^js- 

tM«,"..,Liqi'..yeyi.,''. ^' y 
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Richard Montague. 

Richard Montague was the son of a cler- 
gyman in Buckinghamshire. He received his 
education at tEton, and wa5 in l^iH elected to 
King's College, Cambridge. After yarioud.and 
progressive prefenDent, he wa^. njade Chapfain 

to ^ames , J. ijAjrchdeacon of Hereford; au.^i in 
1617, byej^chpn^e, Pr^l^endary of Windsor. In 

1612, l^^ Ijad )been previously elected to a Feliow- 

sbip} in ^jtoQ^ Cfpllf ge. Wood says, .t^ia^ dun;^ 

^be^ $j^.acie.of eight yearj^ be reajd.Xhe^logicftl 

Lectures at Windsor. In l62S he was ma^ 

. Bishop of Cfaic^fsti^r ;. and» ifl , iQ^t 3i3hop of 

: Norwich /ti.jqn^;. if) this l^t. ^ituatipii ^ d^e^. 

i He W9^ a.prpil^und jandiffH^cpn^plishadiibCiboJiaii;^ 
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bui, beitig protected by Laud, became exceed- 
ingly unpopular. 

The most learned of his works was si History 
which he wrote of Tythes, and which was sup- 
posed by many to hare demonstrated mora 
knowledge and acuteness than even the great 
Selden. He was author of various other wqrks; 
and among *them' one with the whimsical title of 
A New Gag for the Old Go^el; in answer to 
THE iuUTt Gagger OF Protestants ; of 
which, as well as of his famous Apello Ca^sa,'^ 
rem, a detailed account may be seen in Heylin'9 
History of the Life and Death of William Laudt 
Archbishop of Canterbury. The Apello C8^a<* 
rem was one of the most considerable bQok$ 
against the Puritans* 

He published also Naziadzen's invective Ora- 
tions against Julian. He was much devoted to 
Sir Hepry Savile ; and in his preface to bis Dia<* 
tribe Upon the first part of the History of Tythes, 
denominates him, ^^ The Magazine of all Learn- 
ing." Saviie, in return, treated Montague with 
the highest distinction and regard ; and it is ua« 
derstood, that he corrected the Greek of l^* 
Chr3'sostom before it was sent to the press, or at 
least a Considerable part of it. 

As the life of Montague is given id detail in 
the Biographia Britandica, I forbear further par- 
ticulars, except the following anecdote^ which 

IS seems 
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seems to have escaped the attention of the edl-^ 
tors of that work. 

In one of Casaubon*s letters thcte is an insi- 
nuation against Montague, that he intended to 
forestall Casaubon in a work which he meditated 
againfst Baronius. The plan certainly was simi- 
lar ; -but on examination of the book itself, the 
title of which was " Analecta Ecclesiasticarum 
Exereitationum/' Casaubon found that no foul 
play was intended. The whole is stated in dif- 
ferent letters of Casaubon ; and it is not impro- 
bable, that there might be some design to mor-' 
tify this great man, who certainly expected from 
English Scholars more kindness than he received. 
Of this more hereafter; 



John Hales. 

Of this great and illustrious <;haracter, afler 
stating that he was made Fellow of Eton College 
in 1613, *by the interest of Sir Henry Savile, and 
that he assisted in this great work of Chrysostooi^ 
I shall add no more. 

Satius nihil quam parum dicere, 

Jonas Mountague. 

Jonas Mountaoue was a native of Berk* 
shire, and appears to have been a student of 

Merton 
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MertoB College, Oxford, in the year 1604. Be^ 
fore he took any degree, he was sent for by Sa- 
viie to Eton, " to drudge for him," as Wood ex- 
dresses it, " in his edition of S. Chrysostom's 
works." He was first usher, and afterwards 
master, of Eton School. Of his learning, it is 
sufficient to say, that he was employed by Sa- 
vile ; but whether he was related or not to the- 
Richard Montague above-'inenlioned, I have not 
he^ able to ascertain. 



Andrew Downes. 

Of this distinguished scholar, who was one 
of the translators of the Bible, I have not been 
able to discover so many particulars as I could 
wish. As he was Greek Professor at Cam- 
bridge, and there printed a book, hereafter to 
be mentioned, it may be presumed that he was 
a member of that University. That he was in- 
timate with Savile, and rendered him material 
assistance in bis edition of Chrysostom, is suffi* 
ciently known. Richard Montague, in his Dia* 
tribe on the History of Tythes, before men- 
tioned, calls Downes "The walking Library;'* 
and in different scattered passages in Wood's 
account of his contemporaries, he is mentioned 
in terms of great respect and honour. He pro* 
bablj lived to an advanced period of life, as 

1 3 ' Montague 
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Montague also styles bim, ^- Old Andren^ 
Dbwnes/* 

It is with regret that I find myself able to .add 
HO further account of this distinguished scholar, 
than that he appears to b^ve published the two 
following books. 

Praelectiones in Lysiam. Cantabrigiac. 1593, 
8vo. 

Prjfelectiones in Demosthenis Philippicam VI, 
de Pace. Londini. 1621. 8vo. 

Both these tracts may be considered as descrv- 
jng to be classed among the mqre uncpmmoq 
books. 

John Bo is, or Boyse, 

There were two persons of this name, both of 
tbcm Oxford pien ; having proceeded to the deT 
gree of Masjter of Arts in the same year, l600. 

The John Boys^ with whom we are concerned, 
was a native of Suffolk) and said by Wood to 
bave been a scholar of the Andrew Downes, 
ftbove-Bientioned. It is said of him, that, at the 
fige of five years he was able to read the Bible in 
Hebrew. His education was completed at St, 
John's College, Cambridge, where he became 
fliattnguished by his knowledge of Greek, and 
for ^ev^l ye^fs gave a volunteer lecture on this 

Jangg^e 
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language to such as chose to Attend, at four 
o^:lock in the morning. If any thirtg were ne*- 
cessai*y to confirm his reputation as a most 
learned man, it is the fact, thdt wb^n he left the 
University, the Society of which lie was Eellowi 
made him a present of a hundred pounds. He 
had collected a valuable library ; but it happened 
to him, as it often has to many other poor scho- 
lars, that the " Res angusta donii" compelled 
him to sell it. Some of those who have writtea 
concerning him, affirm, that this misfortune hap- 
pened to him from the improvidence of his wife; 
and that his afflictioja in consequence was so ex- 
treme, that he determined to leave his country, 
and reside abroad. When a new translation of 
the Bible was ordered to be made by James L 
Mr. Boyse was appointed one of the translatoi*s. 
The fact is indeed told elsewhere, but seems 
worth repealing, that he was one of six persons 
who assembled at Stationers' Hall, to revise the 
translation w*hen completed. They appear to 
have been nine months employed in this arduous 
business, during which period they were each al- 
lowed thirty shiHings a week by the Stationers' 
Company. 

Subsequently to this period he was called upon 
by Sir Henry Savile to assist in his edition of 
Cbrysostom ; and; in return, Sir Henry certainly 
intended to have made him a Fellow of the Col- 
lege. This was frustrated by Savile's death ; and 

1 4 it 
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^t is recordecj, that the only coinpensation which 
he actually received for the Ij^bour of years upoq 
the Ghry$ostom, ivas a copy of the work. Ann 
.<lrews> Bistiop of Ely, bestowed a prebend of bis 
Cathedral upon him, as an unsolicited reward of 
his literary eminence. H^ died at the advanced 
age of eighty-four. 

Whether Sir Henry Savile was assisted in hi« 
great work by any other learned men than those 
Fhom I have above enumerated, I have not been 
able to discover. It is far from improbable but 
that Archbishop Usher was occasionally consult- 
ed ; and it appears from Sir Thomaa Bodley's 
letters, that he had recommended Dr. James to 
Savile, as a proper person to be made a Fellow 
of Eton. Dr. James was unquestionably a very 
learned man ; and why he was not so distin- 
guished by Sir Henry, was perhaps owing to hi& 
being necessarily confined to the care of the J4- 
brary at Oxford. 

Further particulars of Bois may be found in 
Strype's Life of Whijgift, p. 536 ; Peck's Desir 
derata ; and Peck's Life of Cromwell. 

A sketch of the life of his father is to be seeq 
in Watson's IJistory of Halif?»3^ 
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JoEFORE I proceed to give an account of the 
other Greek Books printed at Eton, and the lite- 
rary anecdotes which they involve, I shall add in 
this place such other circumstances relating to 
the great undertaking of the edition of Chrygos- 
tom s works, as I may have incidentally omitted^ 

The volumes of Cbrysostom appear to have 
|)eep published separately; and Isaac Casaubon, 
who was at that time in England, represents to 
his friend, David Hoeschelius, that the perusal of 
the volumes as they were published, beguiled the 
pneasiness with which he was afQicted* 

Jn the edition of Casaubon's Letters, printed 
At Rotterdam, in folio, M.DCCIX. Epist. 738, 
this passage occurs. 

Pie Chrysostimus ^ Savilio editur privata iiji- 
peqsa, animo regio. Ejus fere lectione aerumnas 
xneas levare solco. Utinam isthic existant qui iii 
^oiili opere velint tuam industriam occupare. 

This letter is da^ed August 16 1 1, from the pa* 
lace of the then Bishop of Ely ; with whom he 
spent six weeks at his Lordship's palace at, 
I>owuham, in the suipmer of 16 — . 

Casaubon's 
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Casaubon's first correspondence with Sir Henry 
Savile seems to have been commenced by the lat- 
ter, who had sent him some observations on his 
edition of Strabo. For this, after thanking him 
with some warmth, he adds his determinatioo to 
persevere in the communications thus auspici- 
ously commenced, lie then adds: Mihi ehim 
"in auimo est, saepius per literas tecum agere, 
tecum loqui, tecum de illis ipsis disputare, ad 
qua3 tu me scripto illo provocasti. Tu vide ut 
uiutuum facias. 

In Epist. 1049, addressed also to Savile, he 
wishes him, ** Aquilae senectutem," to finish his 
work, on which he thus expresses himself. 

Oro Deum Opt Max. ut aquilae senectulem. 
tibi largiatur qiio possis pra}clara tua incepta ad 
finem perducere. Succedat Gregorius Theolo- 
gus Chrysostimo, Gregorio alii, &c. &c, 

I have before observed, that there is sone 
doubt with respect to tlie types used by Savile, 
and from whence he procured them. It is pro- 
bable that something had been said on the sub« 
•ject by Sir Henry to Casaubon, to which thU 
latter did not think expedient to. give a direct 
answc^r ; for he says in the above epistle ; 

** De char^cteribus Stephanicis longa historia> 
longae ambages. Itaqup melius ista coram/^ 

It 
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It does Dpt appear that Savile met with any 
great assistance from, manuscripts at home; for 
ULCcording tp another . e(}istle from Casaubon to 
D. Hoeschelius, tb^e were no Greek manuscripts 
to be found in London, but few at Oxford, and 
ji matter of questioq .whether any at Cambridge. 

'^ Auxilia Hbrorum M*S,S* noli a me sperare. 

Hie Londini vix ulla est Bibliotheca in qua e^^tet 

liquid manu e>;aratum Graece. Oxonii esse 

quasdam intellexi, fortasse etiam Cantabrigian 

Sed quid in iilis locis habeatur nescio/' 

When Casaubon was at Paris in I6l2, Savile 
wrote to him to examine the Royal Library ia 
that city, for manuscripts of S. Chrysostom, The 
reply to this request is facetious enough. He 
tells hjm that there certainly were many manus- 
cripts of Chrysostom, but most of them naxn nn 
rvx^if defective at the beginning or the end. 
Moreover the librarian was a cross and perverse 
old fellow. ^' jAccedit alia difficultas, sunt enim 
illius BibliothecaB clavcs penes hominem et aetatis 
vitio (est enim TVfxQoytpcoy) ct magis natura sua 
morosum Jua-vpoa-iToy, ^uo-Ej/TivxTov, et qui Gratjis 
litavit nunquam." 

The Life of Chrysostom, by Palladius, not-^ 
withstandiug all his researches in France, Italy, 
find Spain, Savile had never been able to pro- 
cure. }t was afterwardi; discovered, as I believe, 

by 
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by M. Bigot, and, if I mistake not, published by ' 
l^iim. Consult Colomesii Opuscula, where also ! 
may be seen an Epistle from J. Bois to Sir Henry 
Savile, w ho had requested his assistance towards 
his edition of Chrysostom. 

A few 'further particulars concerning so illus- 
trious a scholar as Isaac Casaubon, I should pre- 
sume would not be unacceptable, and more par* 
ticularly as his life is by no means accurately 
given in the General Biographical Dictionary. 

He came to England with Sir Henry Wotton ^ 
at the end of the year 1610, and sent one of bis ^ 
sons, whom he had brought over with him, to * 
Eton School. " Solus eniui meorum cum parvo ' 
filio, qui Uteris dat operam in Gymnasio Etc- ^ 
nensi in Anglia adhuc'sum." Epist Georgia 1 
Michaeli Lingelshemio. 737. ^ 

This son was probably Meric Casaubon; as ■ 
in a letter to Heinsius, written in 1614, he talks ^ 
of sending him to a Dutch University. 

** Mihi et jam pridem est in animo filium 
meum Mericum in disciplinam tibi tradere si 
Deus immortalis vota mea exaudiat neque tu 
nolis. Cupio in Gnecis, Latinis et Hebraicis 
Uteris ipsum serio exerceri. Hoc in Anglia 
posse fieri sperare non possum, nam bic locuple- 
tissima sunt Collegia; sed quorum ratio toto 
genere diversa est ab institutis omnium aliorum 
Collcgiorum^" 

I have 
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r have elsewhere mentioned his complaint 

against Mountagu, whom he suspected of foul 

play in his Exercitationes in Baronium. This, 

is made a subject of bitter remonstrance in 

three -succeeding Epistles, 848, 9) 50. In these 

letters he seems to intimate, that Mountagu had 

acted this part at the instigation of Savile. . He 

first says : 

'^ Anglus quidam homo doctus et acris ingenii 
Montacutus, qui nuper Gregorii Nazianzeni quaa* 
dam edidit, postquam animadvertit in magna 
expectatione esse hie opus meum, ut mearum 
scriptiuncularum suis pupularibus desiderium le- 
niret, ad propositum idem se accinxit et confec* 
tarn responsionem ad prolegomena statim Etona 
ubi est apud Savilum, Londinum edendam misit 
£tsi autem serio mandatum erat ut clam nego- 
tium haberetur ne isti peregrini ex Anglorum 
scriptis proficiantf haec enim fuere verba magni 
eujusdam viri tota res tamen mihi patuit et tra- 
ditus est Index Capitum libro Montacuti tracta- 
torum/* 

The whole Epistle is very curious, and the 
anecdotes interesting. He afterwards proceed* 
thus: 

^^ Opinio multorum est alieno instinctu aucto- 
rem id egisse nempe ejus qui tertio quoque verbo 

jactare 
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jactare soleat, S. praeceps Grammaticus, stultug 
Phiiosophus, furiosus Mathetnaticus prtetereef 
liihil." V 

He here evidently alludes to Savile, who ap- 
|>lied the fitlyove conlemptuous expressions to 
Scaliget*/ j .. 

Of this most eminent scholar an erroneous 
assertion is given in the General Dictionary. It 
is there stated, (Art. Casaubon Is.)* that be was 
a Prebend aty both of Westminster Abbey an4 
of Cfefet*t«baFy Cathedral' Le Neve s FustiP^ 
elesise Anglicbnte, arid Newcourt's History of ;the 
Diocese of London, will immediately convinc* 
the reader that he ^t'as never Prebendary* of the 
former place. Of the latter he certainly was; 
and frdrfi tlie very curious and interestiiig" Dfary 
ef his Life, preserved in the Library belonging 
to Canterbury Cathedral, we learn that, being a 
layman, he received the royal dispensation to 
hold this prebend. Many have considered him 
as an ecclesiastic. I know not if be enjoyed 
another ecclesiastical revenue. Dr. Zbuch, ia 
his Notes on Isaac Walton's Liv*s, speaking of 
Isaac Casaubon, says, tliat James the First re- 
warded him with an annual pension of threef 
hundred pounds, and with valuable church-prt^ 
ferment. 

In respect to the Diary above-mentroned, al 

more particular description may be acceptable 

to ^e reader. It is entitled, Isaaci Casauboni 

8 EphenierideSf 
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EphemerMes^ numbered D. 1. among the manu^ 
scripts, and of the folio size. It is written with 
his own hand in Latin, commencing in the 39lh 
year of his age, and in the year of our Lord 1597. 
lie died in 1.614. To the learned reader liiere 
are numerous attractions in this irolume. nespect^ 
ing classical authors, in the illustration of whom 
Casaubon had been engaged. .Beotley, it hd^ 
been said, was incjulged with the use. of tbisTOh 
lume. It was probably the gift , of Meric Casau^ 
boDy son of Isaac, and also a t^)iebendary.. of Can- 
terbury. See the Catalogue fif jtbe Manuscripts 
\u Canterbury Cathedr^ Iii^br^ry, b^y tbo Rev. 
>fr. Todd, Svo- 1802. p. 1.22. j... ^ r .. ; /,< 
In conclusion of the remarks 00 Casaubod, 
the reader may be generally referred to his Epis- 
des, which are replete with curious information 
and anecdote. They in p^rtiAuIar demoustrate 
how little hb journey to ^England auav^^ered .bis 
expectations. H^ wa^ i^d^^d w^ell rert^eiml by 
the King, by Andrews, Bishop of Ely; .^^d by 
Montagu, Bishop of Bath and Wells; but others 
of the more eminent schoU);s 4id not treat :.him' 
with the respect Ail4ch. he looked for,,. and to 
which he tlj>ougbit himself entitled. i|e must 
also have been generally unpopular; for it ap- 
pears, that, on some occasion or other, his win- 
dows were bcoikei, and he binai^lf peUed.tvith 
ttoQcs. Thi9 was most probaibly perpetrated by 
the Popish faction, to whom he had rjeodered 
L " himself 
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himself obnoxious^ by bis celebrated l&ttti^ td 
Fronto Ducasus« 



,The next Greek Book of importance from the ' 
press of Eton College, was > 

SANCTiGREGORtiNAziANZEjfi in JuliafiUol 
In?ectivae duae, cum Scboliis Graecis nunc pri- 
mum editis et ejusdem authoris nonnuUis aliis. 

Omnia ex Bibllotheca clarissimi viri D. Hen- 
rici Savilii edidit H. Montagu. 

Eton® in CoUeg^o llegali excudebat Joannes 
Norton in Grsecisj &a Regius Typographus* 
161®. 4to. 

The other pieces aW, 

EjrsDEM (Gregorii) Oratio ilf rst fA»(rofaii 
naMxati^^ ApuavZu GrsBce nunc primiun edita. 

EjTiisTDEM Epistola^usdam Grsece nunc pr^ 
mum edita# 

ThissTract was prffltcd from a manfuscript in 
tlie Bodleian Library, and from a transcript of 
some of the Epistles which had been reteived 
from Hoeschelius^ 

Ejusdem TestamentuM, Grcerce cum vatiis 
codicibus coUatum in duas Invectivas notae R. 
Montagu^ 

in 
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In omnes Nazianzeni Orationes et Epistolas 
castigationesetLectionum varietates, e quam pin* 
rimis manuscriptis codicibus coUectae et digest8B« 

* 

The Editor of this work, R. Mountagu, in his 
dedication to Archbishop Bancroft, speaks of the 
edition of Chrysostom as having proceeded as far 
M the third Yolume, and as likely to go on to a 
leventb, or even eighth; and he adds, which in- 
deed proved to be the fact* 

^^ Confidenter dico post inventam Typogra- 
phiam nemo veterum aut recentium scriptorum 
tanta fide et religione, tam emaculate in manu3 
bominum prodiit quam prodibit apud nos *0 

« 

In his address to the reader, he states that it 
was the intention of Sir Henry Savile to have 
published all the works of Gregory Nazianzen, 
after the completion of the Chrysostom, and that 
\ie had made collections for this purpose. This 
design was, however, laid aside, by the publica- 
tioi/of an edition at Paris, by Morel, fol. 1609- 
1 1 ; but as that edition was found to be very de- 
fective, although it boasted of the assistance of 
various considerable names. Sir Henry stiU 
thought that a more correct edition of the Tracts 
here published, would be useful and acceptable. 
He therefore employed Mountagu upon the work, 

K whilst 
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whilst the edition of Clirysostom was proceeding 
and supplied him with collations, and other as- 
sistance. With this aidi as well as with that of 
other eminent scholars, both at home and abroad, 
and particularly of his friends, Richard Thomp- 
son, Augustin Lindsel, and perhaps of that of 
Samuel Slade also, this work was completed. 

It is very seriously to be lamented, that the 
great designs of Sir Henry Savile should have 
been so soon frustrated. He had, as above ob« 
served, contemplated the publication of all the 
v^orks of the above eminent Father of the 
Church. We find too, from a declaration of the 
editor, Mountagu, among the various readings, 
that he had been selected, by the Provost of 
Eton, to superintend an edition of the works of 
Basilius Magnus. Having occasion to mention 
the epistles, he adds : 

" Dicemus ad illas deinceps pluribus si dede- 
rit Deus ut Basiliiim magnum multis Epistola- 
rum decadibus et aliis ipsius scriptis auctiorem 
beneificio clarissimi et nunquam satis lainlati 
Domini Henrici Savilii edimus in Vulffus.'* 

Of the persons who assisted Mo«intagu in this 
learned work, the following brief acirount may 
be acceptable. 



RiCHARt) 
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Richard Thompsok* 

This learned man is described by Wood as 
'' a Dutchmani born of English parents." He 
was educated at Clare Hall, in the University of 
Cambridge; but afterwards removed to Oxford. 
Mountagu, in his preface to his Histoiy of 
Tythes, to which I have made frequent allusion^ 
calls him, ** an admirable Philologer," who was 
better known in Italy, France, and Germany, 
than at home. In his religious creed he was ao 
Armioian; and Prynne, in his Anti-Arminianism, 
calls him ** a drunken devotist English Dutch- 
man, who seldom went one night to bed sober." 

He seems to have written but very littlei and 
that on controversial subjects. 



AUGUSTIK LiNDSELt. 

AuousTiN LiNDSELL was born at Bumsted 
in Essex, and was educated at Clare Hall, in the 
University of Cambridge ; of which Society he 
afterwards became Fellow. He was in succes- 
sion Rector of Houghton Le Springs Prebendary 
of Durham, Dean of Lichfield, and Bishop of 
Peterborough. He was a profound and accom* 
plished scholari and published an edition of 

K % Theophyiact 



152 SIR HENRY SAVILE. 

TheopBylact on the Epistles of St. Paul. He 
was translated from the See of Peterborough to 
that of Hereford^ at which place he died in 
1634. 



Matthew Slade. 

This was a very distinguished and learned 
person, who was much in the confidence of Sir 
Henry Savile, and employed by him in collect- 
!ng manuscripts of Chrysostom in various parts 
of Europe and Asia. In the preface to tfie 
eighth volume of the Chrysostom, the greatest i 
compliment^ are paid him by Sir Henry for bis i 
diligence and erudition. He was born in Dor* i 
setshire, educated at Merton College, Oxford, i 
and became a Fellow of that Society. He was i 
a great traveller, and collected many other ma- ; 
nuscripts besides those of Chrysostom. He did i 
not live to see the publication of his friend and i 
patron J great worl^ but died in the Island of ; 
Zante, in the Archipelago, in 1614. 

I do not find that he published any tbing. 



JoANNiB Metropolitan! Euchaitensi) 
Versus Jambici. In prJncipalium festorum pic« 
tas in tabulis historias atque alia varia compo* 
sitit 

Nttn« 
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Nunc primum in lucem editi cura MATTHiEt 
fivsTi Etonensis, Etonae in Collegio Regali Ex-* 
cudebat Joannes Norton in Graecis, &c. Regius 
Typograpbus. 1610. 4 to. 

Tbis book is inscribed by Bust to Archbishop 
Bancroft, and we learn from it, that the Chry« 
sofitom was proceeding to its accomplishment 
under the auspices of Savile, to whom, through* 
ou^ he pays the highest compliments. In one 
place he says, speaking of his author : '^ Et fera* 
tur sane idque studio quam maxime velit impo- 
teati et e6fr8enato modo prius et grati animi 
testimonium de seipso, et restitutes sibi nunc de- 
nique vitce, de domino Henrico Savilio, vird illus- 
trissioio et ad propagandas literas nato, perhi- 
beat per quern unum stetisse videtur quo minus 
huic misello in tenebris perpetuo abdormiendum 
esset." In another passage he represents the 
present work as the forerunner of the Chrysos- 
torn. *^ In hoc vero praecipue exultat et trium- 
phal serio, et Chrysostpmo post aliquod tempus 
in publicum processuro, officiose praecurrere ges- 
tit, carminibusque in ejusdem honorem jam olim 
compositis quasi coroUis quibusdam floribusqut 
vias consternere/' 

Notwithstanding, however, all these compli- 
ment to Savile, and his unequivocal ardour in 
the cause of literature, I should suspect, from 
various passages in Casaubon's EpistleS; that he 

K$ did 
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did not willingly allow the talents and the merits 
of others ; and that he was of an austere, if not 
of an invidious temper. In Casaubon's Epistle, 
' 794, speaking of Savile, this eminent Scholar 
observes ; 

" Sed illi (Savilio) solemne est omnes mortales 
qui pro eruditis ^unt habiti, pedibus calcare, et 
pro bipedibus asellis habere." 

Colomesius Opusc. 698, speaking of the above 
poetical composition of Joannes Metropolita Eu-' 
chaitarum, and of Bust, the editor, says of the 
latter ; 

•* MatthsBus Bustus Etonensis Reverendissimi 
Prsesuli Joannis Pearsoni olim prseceptor, vir in 
Hepublica Literaria non ita notus, sed cujus in 
Joannem hunc Euchait^m observationes erudi- 
tionem baud protritam ri^dolet/' 

Pearson went to Etoq School in I626, and to 
King's College, Cambridge, in 1632. This 
seems therefore to settlt the question, whether 
the editor of this work was the elder .or younger 
Bus^ I presume it ipus( have been the latter, 

The three succeeding books I conceive to have 
fieen printed for the use of Eton School : I shall 
(^{^refQfp satisfy myself \vith {subjoining their titles. 



! 
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X^MTOPHONTIS CyROPiEDIA. 4tO. EtOD. 

1613. 
DioNYsii Periegesis. Sine Anuop 
Oratio Greg. Naz. in Christt Nat. 

12mo. 161$^ 



It seems a matter of justice to Norton, the 
printer, who was employed in the above works, 
to add, ttiat there seems no reasonable ground 
for supposing that he could possibly be concern* 
ed in the fraud of transferring to Paris, and to 
Fronto Ducaeus, the sheets of Chrysostom as 
they were severally printed. I have before ob« 
served, that he was a man of highly respectable 
character, and that he became very rich from the 
exercise of his profession. He died in 161S; 
and I find the following passage concerning him 
in Casaubon's 846 Epistle. 

^* Omitto obscuriores amicos, nam etiam haef 
scribenti nuntiatur diem obiisse Northonus Bib- 
liopola, Londinensium ordinis sui hominumlonge 
ditissimus et bonarum partium homo/' Lon« 
dini. Decemb. 16 1@. 

As a conclusion 'of this article, I subjoin the 
following verses, from a book by no means of 
common occurrence, entitled, ** De Literis In- 
ventis/' by William Nichols. 8vo. 171 !• 

k4 Hoo 
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Hoc saltern constat, non mine Prsecellerej ut oCm 

Patricios rerum cognitione viros. 
Nam neque Savflios, Sidnaros, sive Baconos^ 

(Qui fiierant r^ni gloria, Eliza, tui,) 
Nee nunc Raulaeos, Cottonos, Bodleiosve^ 

(Lumina qui studiis summa Aiere bonis) 
Seldenosve (viros generis qui nobilitate) 

Prisca, at plus scriptis emicuire suis ; 
Magnisque impensis statuerunt Bibliothecas, 

Exsuperent pulchram quae Ptolemsee tuam 
Sed nee Gundenos videt Ang^, Marsbamosvd 

Wanaosfe sttos-^Hsec meminisse dolet 
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V/NE of the modes which I proposed to my- 
self of communicating amusement and informa* 
tion to my readers, was by inserting at proper in- 
tervals such biographical notices as might enliven 
the relative dryness of bibliographical detail, and 
assist in rescuing from oblivion, individuals whose 
labours in the cause of learning have been meri* 
torious and important. 

The materials for such a sort of compilation 
are often exceedingly scanty ; and what is more 
remarkable, this is the fact also, with respect to 
persons who are acknowledged to deserve a better 
fate, and whose n^mes are never mentioned but 
in terms of respect and honour. There are many 
of this description celebrated in their day for ta- 
lents and exertions, the effects of which are rer 
membered with gratitude, and the fruits of whose 
labours still remain to instruct and delight man- 
kind ; concerning the particulars of whose lives 
researches in the be?^ ^nd most 9;2(t^nsive bio*r 

graphical 
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graphical volumes are made in vain, and of whom 
few more incidents are known than may be col* 
lected, with great care and diligence, from pre- 
faces, dedications, and notes, dispersed in their 
own works or in those of cotemporary writers. 

The above remarks apply with peculiar force 
and truth to ^Egidius Goumontius, who first 
delivered France from the reproach, that al- 
though distinguished by many illustrious efforts 
in the cause of Latin ; Greek, and Hebrew lite* 
rature, hitherto owed this country no obliga* 
tion. 

Yet of this eminent printer, though most of 
the productions of his press are now to be enu- 
merated among the greater literary curiosities^ 
though he was the first who introduced at Paris 
the art of printing Greek and Hebrew books, and 
though he was the familiar associate of the great* 
est scholars of his time, I have been able to dis- 
cover and collect but few authentic particulars^ 
What I have to communicate is gleaned from La 
Caille, Chevillier, and Maittaire, added to what 
I have been able to extract from the prefaces, 
epistles, and notes, which appear in those of his 
publications which have come before me. Th^ 

r 

following is the best account I am able to give.. 
He came to Paris in the year 1507. There 
was a Robert Gourmont, who printed at Paris 
in 1498, in conjunction with Anthony DenideU 
La Caille calls him the brother of Giles, and says 

that 
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that they afterwards were engaged in their occu« 
pation together. It is certain that he printed a 
great number of books, that he had two brothers^ 
John and Robert, and that he left two sons, 
whose names were John and Francis* The whole 
of the family appear to have been printers. 

The friends and patrons of ^gidius were the 
most distinguished men of his time and country. 
Among them were Franciscus Tissardus, Hiero- 
nymus Aleander, Melchior Volmarius, and Jo- 
hannes Chseredamus. 

TissARDUsafTordsanotherinstance of the truth 
of the remark which introduces this article i for 
though he so well deserves the gratitude of scho- 
lars, nothing more seems known of him than what 
be himself discloses in the different prefaces to 
works which he superintended and edited, and 
more particularly from a dialogue inserted in the 
Hebrew Grammar, which Gormontius printed 
in 1508. 

From this it appears that he was a native of 
Amboise, that he came very young to Paris, 
where, after a certain progress in humanity and 
philosophy, he proceeded to Orleans to study the 
law. Disgusted with the licentiousness of the 
place, he soon took his departure to Italy, where 
he became a proficient in Hebrew, Greek, and 
Latin, as well as in the civil and canon law, hav* 
ing for bis preceptors, Guarini, Beroaldus, Cal^ 
phurius, Demetrius Spartiata, aud other illustri- 
ous 
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oos men. Thus accomplished, be returned td 
Piaris with the determination of promoting the 
knowledge of the Greek language. He had ill 
brooked the scornful imputations which in Italy 
he had heard thrown upon his countrymen, that. 
they were totally ignorant of Greek and of polite 
literature ; and that it was highly presumptuous 
in a nation so rude and barbarous as the French 
to assume superiority over a people so learned, 
so polished, and so refined as those of Italy* 
With these views, and such feelings as they ne» 
cessarily prompted, he endeavoured to stimulate 
his countrymen to the study of Greek literature; 
and as hb value was acknowledged, and his ob- 
ject approved by those in the highest authority 
in the state, and in particular by the Duke de 
Valois, who was afterwards Francis I. he, with 
the assistance of Gormontius, accomplished his 
purpose. 

Further concise notices also of the other emi- 
nent men who were instrumental in the introduc- 
tion of Greek learning into France, may not be 
unacceptable. 

HiERONYMUS Aleander was a very distin- 
guished personage, an Archbishop and a Cardinal. 
It is said of him, that he spoke the Hebrew, 
Greek, and Latin languages with as much flu- 
ency as his native tongue. Louis XIL invited 
him from Italy to Paris, gave him a very large 
pension, and fixed him in the President's chair 

of 



iEGIDIUS GORMONTIUS- 149 

of that University; here he gave Greek lectures on 
Plato, and Latin on Cicero, to the most learned 
and crowded audiences. His reputation was so 
extended, that students came from Germany to 
hear him; and the brother of the Elector Pala- 
tine was also one of his disciples. 

Badius dedicated to him his Latin version of 
Plutarch, published 1514; and among other ex- 
pressions of honour, observes : 

^' Tu magni nominis et magnse dignationis et 
cujuslibit professionis viros innumero numero 
ad subsellia tua Orpheia quodam et Amphionica 
felicitate et gloria devoc&sti, totamque fere quam- 
vis populissimam Parisinam Academiam ex tua 
narrantis ore suspensam detinuisti*." 

The Greek Lexicon printed by ^g. Gormon- 
tins in 1^512, was under the direction of Alean^ 
der. Six of his disciples superintended the press, 
and the last proofs of the whole were revised by 
himself. The work was inscribed by Aleander 

* Tbe following Epitaph on Badius seems worth inserting. 

Hie liberomm plurimorum qui parens 
Parens librorum plurimorum qui fuit 
Situs JoDOCUS Badius est Ascensius 
Plures fuerunt liberis tamen libri^ 
Quud jam senescens coepit illos gignere 
/State florens coepit hos quod edere«^ 

to 
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to his illustrious pupil the brother of the Elector 
Palatine. In this inscription it appears, that 
he was a great favourite with the Prince, who 
condescended to visit him on the most fitrnfliar 
terms. He reckoned also among his disciples 
the learned Vatablus, who lent his aid in the 
second edition of Chrysoloras, and wrote the 
preface, in which he congratulates France, that 
through the exertions of Aleander, Greek learn* 
ingi which was before neglected, was now culti* 
Tated and held in the highest honour. 

Much more might be said in praise of tbii 
eminent scholar. He finally became Librariaa 
to the Pope, Archbishop of Brindisi, in the king* --^ 
dom of Naples, and ultimately a Cardinal Hf ' 
attended Francis I. at the unfortunate battle of . 
Pavia, in quality of nuncio from the Pope, and 
was taken prisoner with that monarch* Hid \ 
Iiame frequently occurs in the works of £rasmu9| 
who is apt, as Bayle observes, to speak of him witl^ 
unbecoming disrespect. In one, however, QftHf 
epistles^ Erasmus call9 him, ^' Trium lingmtrvm 
satis peritus, humanus et suavissimis vir moribus.*' 
He was one of those distinguished scholars as- . 
sembled by Aldus Manutius, at Venice; nof^ 
should it be omitted, that he was an furtive op- 
poser of Luther and the Reformation, and assbt- 
ed in the character of Ambassador from the Pope 

to the Diet of Worms. He died in 1542. 

i 

Melchjoe 
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M]E:L<:Hroit VxiLMARtUS. 

The remark iAttoductoiry of this article agaia 
upplied lo Melchior Volmarius, of whom^ 
though a great and distinguished scholar, very 
little can be with certainty collected, except from 
his own scattered letters and notes to the edi- 
tion of Chrysoioras, printed by Gormontius un- 
der his 'superintendance. 

He was a native of Rotweil, a city of Suabia. 
He received the rudiments of bis education at 
Berne, and afterwards pursued his studies at 
Paris^ where he was exceedingly instrumental in 
promoting the successful cultivation of Greek U* 
terature* He was afterwards professor of the 
Greek and I^tin languages, under the patronage 
of Margaret, Queen of Navarre. Among other 
of his more distinguished pupils^ were Theodore 
fieza and Jolm Calvin ; and he was so great a 
proficient in the Greek tongue, that he declared 
to the Duke of Wurtemberg that he would rather 
liold a disputation in that language than in his 
native German. He was of so remark.able a 
character for integrity, that I. Camerarius chang- 
ed bis Bame of Melchior into Melior. His wife 
died of grief on the same day with himself, and 
both were buried together in the same tomb. 
The following epitaph upon them was written by 
Theodore Beza. 

L Conjugii 
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Conjugii exemplum rarum certumque beafi 

Spectate cnncti conjuges. 
Una dies nobis Meliorem sustulit> una 

Et Margaretham sustulit. 
Sic uno quos vita thoro conjunxerat^ uno 

Mors una tumulo condidU^ 1 1 

TTha anitk)S ^dhec reddat liix uniils -olifti 
Biiatibtis cotnjpotes. 



Joannes C»)ERAbAMXJ's. 

The afecount which I am able to give of ihis 
))ersonagb9 is still less satFsfiictoi^; fomeitlier 
tiddefr his name of Chasradamus, qM ^tideir Ihat 
of Hyf berates, which he sdinetin^es took iti ^d- 
iditibta, have^ I he^ti able to find aSiy mcfiitiofi of 
him in the various biographical cbUcfctions which 
1 hkVe had the opportunity to cOrfsirk. 

He was certainly professor of the Gtfeek alnd 
HebriSw Jangtrages at Paris, and wtfs ofifte (tf the 
learned inen connected with Gdrhlontlttsw In 
the Greek Lexicon, printed by Gonnblitlus in 
1533, which was jointly superinteticted 'by thi» 
CheeradamUs and Gulietmus Mainus> there isia 
dedicatory epistle from Mairius to Frauds Pon* 
chfefius, Bishop of Paris. This makes very ho- 
nourabte mention of Chteradamus calfifl£ him 
" ingeniosus plane Juvenis ac triplici lingua doc- 
tissiinus." Msinus adds what may in some de- 

^ref 
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gree explain the reason of liis assuming the ap- 
pellation of Hippocrates* 

Qui Homerica lectura exercitus Homericis 
idictionibus aliisque fe^ ^lippocrate fexcerptis 
Lexicon reddidit mtilto illustrius Ibcupleti-* 
Qsque. 

This same Lexicon contains also two Epistles 
of Cfaaeradamus, one to Francis L the other to 
Gulielmus PatVus, Bishop of Troyes. In this 
test he says of himself : ** se juvenili aetate con* 
citum tnultos et elegantes authores Gr»cos( piib- 
lice professum ct id sex annos. Mojc succe- 
dentibus annis cceptum a se studiura tv^ipoi^ivrixn 
Tttkups et Hebraeis Uteris penitus fuisse inter* 
siissum. 

Chseradamus was also concerned with Gor- 
montius in editing the Cratylus of Plato, printed 
in 1527* This contains an epigram in Greek, 
addressed by Chaeradamus ad Joannem Cleri* 
citm, then Bishop of Bath, which, says Maittaire, 
proves that either the writer or the printer must 
have been fast asleep. " Quod quicunque lege* 
rit, fatebitur non leviter dprmitAsse aut Typo- 
graphum aut Poetam. 

• The Chrysoloras, before mentioned, appears 
to have been the joint production of Aleander 
and dhajradamus, and was inscribed by the lat- 
ier ad RauHnnra Seguerium. He published, 
without any assistance, from tlie press of Gor- 
f montius in 1532. 

L 2 Alphabetum 
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Alphabetum LiN^oujE Sanctje ficiysticairH 
tellectu refertum. I2mo« 

This book is in my possession, and is inscribed 
in a well-written preface, " Reverendissimo in 
Christo Patri, Pajulo a Carreto, Cadurcensi.Epis^ 
copo ac comiti illustrissimo." 

This book is spoken of in high terms by Pau* 
lus ParadisuSy who was Regius Professor of He- 
brew; and published, a volume in 15S4; de 
modo legendi Hebraice. He observes that there 
were only three persons, whose works on this 
subject at this time merited commendation : the 
first was Franciscus Georgius ; the second, Ga- 
latinus; the third Chasradamus. '^ Tertius ac 
postremus Chaeradamus noster, vir sane nobilis 
in libello quem " Alphabetum Mysticum" ap- 
pellat Scriptores omnes veteres utriusque linguae 
peritos in eo scribendi genere adasquavit." 

Of Cheeradamus I have been able to find no 
further particulars. The Lexicon, above men- 
tioned, was republished in 1543, by Hieronymus 
Gormontius, probably a son of iEgidius, thougt]^ 
not so designated by Caille: and he seems to 
have been assisted in the work by a Johannes 
Cha^radamus, a son also of the subject of this 
' article. In the edition of the Greek LexicoUj^ 
1523, by iEgidius Gormontius^ the folfowing 
Epigram was inserted ; 

Ch^radamus 
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CfiAftABAMtrs vocor et si qua est in nomine virtus 
Hypocrates, parvum vox nihil ista sonat^ 

Sic mihi, sic Patribus nomeu quod forte ferendo 
Ingentes stimulos vmcimus invidiam. 

The same epigram was reprinted in the second 
edition of the Lexicon of 1543, except that in 
tbe second line, Chahmurius was substituted 
for HypocRATES. 

J now return to Gormontius* 

With JEcimvs Gormontius, as before ob- 
served, there remains the credit of printing the first 
Greek and Hebrew books at Paris, under the di- 
rection, and with the assistance, of the distinguish- 
ed literary characters, of whom brief notices have 
been given above. Till this period there were no 
Greek books at Paris, but such as were obtained 
from Venice ; nor any Hebrew books, but such 
{is were imported frpm Italy. It is manifest, that 
Ulric Gering and his associates ppssessed no 
Greek types; and such passages in this language 
OS were inserted in books subsequently printed, 
were so rude and defective, particularly in ac- 
cents, as to require, as jMaittaire observes, con- 
jectore prius quam Lectore^ In the edition of 
Cicero, published by Badius in 1509, there is 
an apology for the errors of the printers of the 
Greek passages,' and particularly in acccntibu^ 
QraifQamm ob penuriam characterum« 

1 3 WitU 
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With respect to the Greek books, priated-fay 
GormontiuSy ali of tbein are to be r^eckoned 
among' the rarer literary curiosUies, but mote 
particularly the first four, which were published 
in the year 1.507, under the superintendance of 
Franciscus TissainJus, These I shall describe in 
their order. • 

Of these, the fii^st, and which was also the first 
Greek book printed at Paris, was 

I. BIBLOS fi FNiiMArURIKH. 

\ 

■ 

« 

In hoc Volumine contents, Alphabetum Grac-s 
cuiB, Regular pronunciandi Grsecuin,, Sententia&^ 
septem Sapientum, opusculum de invidia, Au- 
rea Carmina PythagoraB, Pbocylidse Poenaa ad^ 
monitorium. Carmina Sybillsp £rithra3 de ju-^ 
dicio Christi venturo. Differentiae vocum suq- 
cincta traditio. 

This book was published under the auspices of 
the Prince de Valois, and of John d'Orleans, 
Archbishop of Toulouse, and afterwards Cardi- 
nal de Longueville. At the conclusion is' ao 
exhortation to the students of the University of 
Paris to be zealous in the pursuit of Greek lite- 
rature. 

Of this book, La Caille seems to have beem 
ignorant, as he informs us, that the first Greek 

book 



book pw<e4 by GprmontiiA^ wasi the Cbryso- . 
loras. At tbe end are ^igbt Gr^ek ver$€% (h^ 
tr&nslalioa' of which i» annexed, in Latin, torn- 
plimentary to the noble persons above mentioned, 
to whom the work was dedicated. 

I subjoin the Colophon, because it modestly 
asserts the cHiim qf introducing the 6v$i Qrwl^- 
/ book at Paris. 

" Operoso huic opusculo extremam jmposuit 
manum \$gidiu8 Gourmoatiu^ integerrimui et 
fidelisdimus^ primui dace Francisco Tiafitpda* 
Ambacaeo Graecarum Literarum Parisiis impr«r / 
sor, anno domini MCCCCCVIL Pridie Idu& 
Augusti." 



IL The second Greek book from lhi» pres% 

was ' 

OMHPOT BATPAXOMTOMAXliL 

This was also produced in the same year, and. 
on the 1 8th of September. This was inscribed, 
to the Archbishop of Toulouse ; and at the end 
is a Latin Epigram, written by Petrus Tissardus, 
and complimenting his brother on having the 
honour of introducing Greek literature into 
France: it is in the fojin qI* 9 dialogue, and 
seems worth inserting. 

. L 4 P. Ea 
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F/ Entibi sumrnushonas^ snblimis glorit^iau^t 
•^ ImmenssB^ et patriura te petit omne decus 

Te duce, si Gallis palam opuscula Gneoi legantv? 
. Fexdita^ne patriae littera sit Danaae^ 

« 

To this, Franciftcus replies : 

7rat€^ es et fratris notk panrai suasio, sed (pai 
Meque Tolosanus suacitat ^i Patria« 



• III. The third book, which was completed in 
the same year, namely, on the 28tb of October^ 
was 

H2I0A0TP EPFA KAI HME?AI. 

That part of the Colophon which assumes to 
JEg. Gormontius the credit of being the first 
pjfinter of Gre^ at Pari% iy omitted in this book, 
which is inscribed to Johannes Moneletus, who 
was secretary to Louis XII; but the fact is there 
introduced in the preface, "Turn quod Parrbisiis 
-pirimis Gnecis Galliarum charttcteribus impr^-t 
$Um," &c, . 



IV. The limt book printed under the care oC 
Tissardas'in this year, was 



xnrsoAOPA epothmata. 



In 
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-In the Colophon to this book, the merit of 
jEgidius GormontiuSy as first printer of Greek 
at Paris, is again asserted. This book also was 
inscribed to the Archbishop of Toulouse, and has 
these complimentary verses to the editor pre^ 
(xed, written by Charles Rousseau, 

Primus Parrhisia Gnus nova gloria lingua^ 
Ambacus Argivum concinit arbe melos 

Quo duce morales Sophia^ amplexabere Iege« 
Hoc igitur stabili pectore fige memor* 

These four books, undertaken and completed 
in so very short a period, sufficiently demonstrate 
the talents both of the editor and printer. To 
Tissardus, the labour and anxiety must hav^ 
l^een proportionably great In his preface to 
tbe first book printed, the Alphabetum Graecum^ 
be represents that the difficulties he had to en- 
counter in his undertaking were great and mul<* 
tiplied. Among other things, he complains not 
only of the insufficiency of matrices, and con^ 
sequently of letters, but that he could not meet 
vith printers who could read the language, to 
say nothing of the risk of the undertaking, and 
tbe dapger of losing both their time and their 
money. From which also it may be presumed^ 
that this was the first undertaking of the kind. 

The labours, however, of Tissardus, did not 
Hermnate in (his year, nor with th$ above pub«* 

lications« 






Franc jusci TxsMJMJJi Awbac*i QrapMJWti^ 
liebraica et Graeca. 

Parisiis apod .£gtdimn GouFomnt M.I>VIII. 

I 

N 

This was the first Hebrew book printed at 
pioris^ iffki has a prefatory Epistle addressed to 
Francii^ de Valois. It has aho a dialogue inter 
Prothtmopathim et Phroximuu/ as well as 
^ compendious account of Jewish ceremonies* 

As this is a book not Qnly of great curiosity, 
bc^t of the extretnest rarity, I make no apology 
for dilating somewhat at greater length upon it. 

A great deal of important matter relating t<K" 
Tissardus may be collected from the prefatory 
Bpistle, as well as from the dialogue and the 
compendious histery of Jewish Ceremoniea, 
From the Epistle to the Priftce de Valois, who^ 
^as afterwafds Francis I. we collect that he hi^i: 
expressed a desire, that some learned work, from 
the press of Gormontius, and under the super- 

t In all these books itisindififcrently written Gormoktius 
and Qpi^iiMONTFVs. 

intendancq 
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intendanee of Tissardus, should be inscribed ta 
bim. After some deliberation oa the subject^ 
Tissardus acridentally met with a copy of a He^ 
brew Bible. The thought immediately occurred^ 
that as be had been instrumental in introducing 
the cultivation of Greek literature at Paris, aa 
opportunity now presented itself of doing thq 
same thing, and of promoting the same good ob-f 
ject, by the Hebrew language. In this book^ 
therefore, he exhibited a specimen of the three 
languages united ; as, besides the Hebrew Gramr 
mar, the volume contains the Greek Alphabet, 
^nd Prayers, and Hymns ; the Hippocratis jus* 
jurandum, and other pieces. At the end ar^ 
verses to Tissardus, from Petrus Corderius, asi} 
a reply from Tissardus, in the Greek and ]L.atia 
lauguagies. 

The Dialogue represents Phronimus aa de** 
siring Puothymofatris to add something of 
Hebrew to what he had before accomplished in 
Greel^. But bow, replies Prothymopatris, can 
this possibly be effected ? We have neither the 
characters, the types, nor any persons sufficiently 
learned for such an undertaking, \yhat ! re- 
turns Phronimus, cannot that same Franciscus 
TissarduS) of Amboise, perform the office? 
The Dialogue proceeds to describe Tissardus as 
busily occupied in severer business, under the 
direction of the Duke d'Angouleme. Then fol- 
lows the abstract of the life of this eminent 

Scbolari 
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Scholar, as I have given it in a preceding page, 
and concludes with the earnest entreaty, oh the 
part of Phronimus, that Tissardus may be etni 
ployed at Paris in the noble occupation of pro* 
looting Greek and Hebrew studies. Protht- 
)iOPATRis undertakes the office^ of prevailing 
upon him to do this, through the interposition 
pf two of his most intimate friends, Johannes 
Calluelus and Franciscus MoUinus. 
* From this it may be inferred, that these two 
individuals last mentioned, have some claims to 
n share of the merit of introducing these studies 
Ht Paris. Of these, however, I am able to give 
XiO further account, than that one is represented, 
namely,' Johannes Calluelus, as resident at Pa- 
ris, in the employment of the Duke d'Angou- 
leme ; and the other appears to have been the 
Instructor of that Prince (and consequently a 
f cholar) in the studies of humanity* 
'- In the compendium above-mentioned, con- 
cerning the Jews end their ceremonies, whick 
also is addressed to the Dukc^ then Prince de 
Valois, Tissardus assumes the merit of first in- 
troducing Greek literature into France, and that 
he now desired to do the same by the Hebrew, 
which no one before himself had attempted. To 
^effect this, and to enable scholars to compare 
the Latin and Greek Bibles with the Hebrew, it 
-ij^as first necessary to introduce the knowledge 
of the elements of the language, which he now 

had 
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hui done. He proceeds to add, that the He* 
breW| .which fpr a time^as dead, might now be 
considered as reviving. The Jews, when driven 
from France, had taken their books along with 
them. That he had seen at Ferrara a beautiful 
copy of the Pentateuch ; at which place also, 
through the interposition of their High-Priest» 
who was his preceptor, he had indulged his cu- 
rios!^ in makiog himself intimately acquainted 
with the Jewish ceremonies ; and this was a mo- 
tive and induc^iment to facilitate the knowledge 
of the Hebrew, by the publication of this^ elemen* 
tary treatise. 

After the year 1 508, we hear no more of Tis-t 
sardus ; and it may consequently be imagined, 
that he died nearly about this period, as it is not 
likely that so much zeal as he had evinced in the 
cause of literature, and such strenuous exertions 
to promote it, should abruptly subside into in- 
active and inglorious indolence. The services 
which he rendered to learning were great and 
important ; and I should hope, that it will notbe 
thought by my readers that t have dilated impro^r 
perly on the subject. 

Hasardus was ably succeeded by Hieronymus 
Aleander, of whom t have before spoken. He 
watered, and icherisbed, and brought to maturity 
the tree which his predecessor had planted; and 
coatinoed tQ Goiirmont the assistance wliich be 
jiad received from Tissardus. 

Among 



' Aw9ng the mot>e irlire«Ha 'CUrfeAs of »tl« p¥o^ 
^Cftiohs t!i^ this ditftingcTi^ed Sclkfla¥; C^ri^dted 
by ihis iskfli and learning, is the fbll€rwin|^ ; 
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4fc6. Graece, pcettgniiflofe Atett ; v . 
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-fmtftii futellaris'«ium4t<}s^igntml In '¥kd J9chtf^- 
-tSTD D6ore«ori»ii j^rcyformt^ fiibltopolatfi Pari^ 

undecimo calendas Januarias. 4to. - 
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. ;Tb*s jvolfinae : :haf a dedicatory ^pisfchv ta* 
aoribed to OaQ(|e ide Srillacy who was Ateati-> 

iider'd pi»pil> abd ison <)f <CbmtDphGr 4e 'Bviilac, 

>fii«t, Bishop 4Df Orleans, end firiten(rert)& Arch- 
bishop 'of Tours. Tibe Epistle contains a very 

^'Miiinated jpAnegjrric oialhatilfaiityiouB fannly;. 

^>:c.Thoiighat is not ise •expressed .ia the iOodo* 

apbon^^XhejbooJi came -fboai fhfe.:<pnGBs of h^. 

*CiQirp)QQtiu^.and tviias printed ^fayibim for 8c4- 
secus, who appears to have bedn only ^a tbok^ 

'teller/ tAs be ^ais a Parisiaa/ te was 4iot im- 
probably of the same fttmily with 'Hiet^onyrnds 

•Bolsecus, the CarmeHte monk^ Jvi4ro WM ^ele- 
bratefd m tiiB bitter enemy 'botfi ^ i€akin «id 
of ^ Qeza, and of \dtfom much U aitid toth by 
Bayie and Mosheinau ' iHis Life of -Calvin h to 

he 
4 
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he teQk9tiidd among tibs i^Msr books. The pea« 
dcr may see a circumstantial description of this 
book 4n -Gkaienty vol. v. .p. SS. et ^q. 

The:.fo\)0m\hg Epigram was writ^a 0n tliiB 
Bolsecus and his publication: .. : : 

lie^fiikititstoriis vetitslitec He dicure fitfaum 

iUideaty'ctveniai diceie nemetoat^ 
iBobeoi Histdiria tiavu lex ; ue djk^ere vertim 
. , Audeat^t falsum dicere ne metuat. 

. ■ » ■ ■ 

I do. not find )wy copy of this hook in any of 
Ihe ^nDorQ papular cfettalogues,. except .Askcw'% 
wfaeve iit appears to 'have sold for one;poun^ 
twelve shillings. 

liam nnwilling to protract thq sul^ectiof Gor- 
fnoDlius and his pvees to an undue lengthy al«- 
4hough a;gr6at deal inore of interesting matter 
relating to it, ipresents itself.. I shall iherefore 
ibe Batisfied with observing, .tlmt he continued to 
'Ciceiteise bis pnofession /or a great number of 
^feam, and that all the 'Gr^ek books which, b^ 
-poodaced.are raj^e and vuhutble^ Thqy ate .too 
numerous for specific- description; I. shall there- 
ifotferooly direct the reader's attention .to the two 
ioltowingi "whioh are more iparticu}arl(/ uncon^* 
tmoiL fr- 
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I. Afistophauis Comediie noyeinr-<jnec& 

; . ■ ■ . • 4 

I 

Lutetice sumptibus iEgidii Gormontii, studid 
Joannid Chseradami, labore et industria Patri 
Vidovffil M.D.XXVIIL 



It appears that each of the nine Plays was se« 
paratelypriotedy though the whole work was com- 
pleted witliin the year. £ach Play has a prefil* 
tory Epistle in Grefek, by John Chssradamus, 
and each is inscribed to a different individual. 
It may be worth while to specify these person- 
ages, as it may be presumed that all were of some 
distinction^ and friendly, as well as useful, to the 
cause of learning. 

The first Play is inscribed to John ClerKi 
or Clark, our countryman, who appears to have 
been at that time resident in France in a diplo* 
matic character.^ The second is addressed to 
Peter Danestus, the third to John Tartas- 
sus, the fourth to Nicolas Beroaldus, the fiftb 
to John Ruellius, the sixth to another of our 
countrymen, Thomas Winter, the seventh to 
John Viola, the eighth to Anthony La^x- 
THCS, the ninth to William Kuinus. 

Petrus Danesius was a very distinguished 
person, the pupil of John Lascaris and Bud«u9; 
he was also preceptor to Francis II. Though a 
ycry learned man, he wrote nothing that has been 
preserved ; hci lived to a very advanced age, and 

left 



fcft behftid' him li largci liiid^^aluabte' libraiy. 
Thuanus speaks thus of him: '^ - ' ■ 



. « • 



(Petrifs Darffesius) •** vir nostra setate in ojniii 
sapiefitiaruiri g^nere-dbctissitnus nihil fere scrip- 
sissct, ^ afed' TOsiructissiraatn Hbrorum supellec- 
tflem feliquit, a sb'summa dtligentia toto longis* 
simas vitie nee unquam otiosae, tempore coliecto- 
mn, quie tamen divendita in usus pauperum ac 
dissipate rnagAto rei literarire detrimento periit." 

JoHX RnEi/tius was also an eminent man, 
and is h igh I j praised by PanlJovius, and by Ba* 
illet, in bis Jugemens de Scavans. 

■ • * • • 

The other book^ with which I shuU conclude 
this part of my subject^ is . 



Demktrii CHALCONDYf;ii': Grammaticse In* 
stitutiones Graecas, Gi^ioeci initldndis mire Ufiles. 

« 

/ 

Parisiis in Officina Egidii Gormont. Anno 
M.D.XXV.XVII. die mensis Februarii. 4to, 

I am inclined to be of opinion^ that this is the 
most rare of all the books from this press which I 
have described. The collections of Crofts and Pi- 
nelli abounded in literary rarities of this descrip- 
tioo; but neither of them exhibited a copy of this 

K book. 
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^ok. The on]f cppy which I haye ^4^ «6ea 19 
in the ppsfaession of ttfp Bjahop o^ Ely^ 

The preface, by Vplin^riq9, is addressed 
^^ e|ieganU59 adolesoenti. Petrp l^ylot^cUh'^ It 
jdiscu3ses the merits pf 4iff(»reat !C^f ftmmf^^s of the 
Greek ^nguage bpfore piiblisbed, and concludes 
ivith giving the preference tp pbalcpiujyks* It 
)$ fiated ex fisdibus l3eraldi. 

I hay^ before, apd in yarious par^ of these vo« 

* ■ ' - ■ * 

^ume^, f^^de meq^on of Deaietri|is. Chalcpndy- 
)as ; bui as he will probably appear no more in 
^ese page$, I take fny leave of hiiii )^kh ^p sub- 
jg|ped inscription 011 hjmsplf, ]}y biK)aiself. 

jQuid est (juod u^quani ^ati^ isi^ port^bi^ f 
Sui nee uUa parte cor, quod torqueat« 
Senex nee absque literarum gloria 

* * • 

y ixi : at malorum hoc est catena loBgidr : 
Durisque emuntur literse laboribus^ 
£t sane iuiquis efferuntur praemii^. 
Voicuodd coQJux et doQii perstreniia 
Spi pudoris proximuin pst periquluin. . 
Jam bis miser, quod quid sit educatiq 
Simulque scirep quid m^li sit prbitas* 
Quare referta cum, nialis sint omnia 
Vitam ut cito obte| Ij^jfsimi; pete 
Puo tunc beatus hie quod baud vales agas 
Ita et precar^ nmtiiiim Dbmeteio. 

The author of tlij$ Epigrau) was |3irthoIoma&u8 
X^aternus. i^nd it is to be found in Faulus Jo- 

Tho 
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The intelligent collector will observe, as might 
indeed be expected, a progressive improvement 
in the Greek typography of Gortnontius. The 
Aristophanes and the Chalcondylas, last mention- 
ed, are very superior in execution to those books 
which be first printed. At first, of course, he 
had but a small quantity of types ; these were 
not very perfect or handsome ; neither will the 
first books be found so accurate as the last, the 
accents being very often misplaced ; but it must 
be remembered, that very few compositors could 
be met with who knew any thing of the language. 
They were, nevertheless, and with all their im« 
perfections^ so extensively received into circula- 
tion, that in a very short period a great number 
ef competitors presented themselves, and many 
of these of the highest eminence and distinction. 
Such were the first Henry Stephens and his nu- 
merous family, who were succeeded by Coli^^ 
pasus, and those other Parisian printers, whose 
lives are circumstantially detailed by Maittaire. 

Quale Diversorium 
O Jupiter ! quasi spleodidum 
Quantiim(|ue amsnum ! sed potissimum quibus 
Cordi bon?^ 8i|Qt Uteni;. 

In conclusion of iko whole, it may be remark* 
edf that Peter Vidieus, who was coucernt;d with 
Q{NFmoiitiu& in the e}(ecution of the Aristo- 

u 9 phaaes^ 
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phaaes, was a man of education and learning, 
}le had taken bis degree of Master of Arts, ' 
which designation he subjoined at the end of his 
typographioal productions. His prefatory Epis* 
tles to many of these works, prove both his saga<* 
city and eruditiop. In particular, bis Epistle to 
the reader, prefixed to the editioa of the Hiero- 
giyphics of Horapollo in 1591, exhibits 9 pleas- 
ing specimen of neatness, and elegance in Latin 
composition. 

Gormontius had also another partner^ whose 
name was Godofridus Torjkus, and who was 
^ siill more considerable personage* He was an^ 
author, a printer, and a bookseller, and very emi^ 
nent and respectable in each of these cbamcters. 
He was also a poet, and has been particularly^ 
praised by many learned men for this accom-^ 
plishment He was a native of Bburges, and 
received his education in the College of Plesse, 
and, coming to Paris, connected himself with 
Henry Stephens, whom he assisted in the coiv 
rection of his press, At this press h^ superiut 
tended and printed the Itinerary pf Antoninus, 
which was qmainented with red capitals, which 
embellishment had also been used by Henry Ste- 
phens. But the work to which Torinus was prin^* 
cipally indebted for his reputation, wa$ Le 
Chaiip Fleury, of which, on account of its 
Veing "notationc dignus et invelitu rarissimus,*' 
fi very circumstantial description has been given 
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by M&ittaire. It consists of three books. The 
first encourages his countrymen to study and 
improve their native language ; and treats also 
of the ^antiquity and origin of letters. The se-^ 
cond book discusses the number and the forms 
of letters^ and their accurate proportion to the 
human body. The third is very diffusive, and 
comprehends the accurate pronunciation and 
form of each letter, the elements of various lan^ 
guages, and the iiebrew, Greek; and Latin al'^ 
pbabets, with numerous other particulars on the 
same and similar subjects. 

All tbe Prefaces and Epistles of Torinus have 
received the commendation of scholars ; and that 
he was no mean hand in Latin versification, the 
following Epigram, prefixed to the iTiNERAUiusk 
Anton IN I, will testify. 

w m 

Oppida si centum^ centum si sedulus urbes 

Certo cudi spatio Hector adire paras 
Centena portus si cum statione marinos 

Excupis et recta doctior ire via : 
Huilc tibi cum primis habitcm studiose libfelluiii 

In dextra Gratus semper habeto manu. 

He afterwards applied his mind to the art of 
typography; and became King's printer, and 
sworn bookseller* His device was a broken 
pitcher. His account of his first conceiving the 
idea of writing his celebrated book^ L£ Champ 
FlsubTi is worth inserting. 

MS *' U 



^* Le matin du jour de la Feste aux Royir/ 

lipres avoir prins mpn sonameil et repos <t que 

mon ^stomra de sa legieie et joyeuse viande 

avoit faict jsa facile concoction, que Ion oonip*' 

taitMDXXIII. me prins a fiintasier en nson Uct 

eft mouvoir la roue de ma memoii^e pensaot a 

mille petites fantasies tant seri^ses que joyeuseii 

entre lesquelies me souvent de quelque Lettre 

Antique que j'avoys nagueret* faicte potrr la 

maison de mon seigneur le Tresorier des guerret 

Maistre Jehan Groslier Conseiller et Secretaire 

du Roy nostre Sire, amateur de boMies lettrei, 

et de tous Personnages Sarans des quelz anssi 

est tresame et extime lant de la que deca letf 

mons. A ceste cause me volant employer aucu- 

aement a Tutilite du biep public ay pense die- 

monstrer et enseigner en ce present petit ceuvre 

la ihaniere de faire symmetriquement^ c'est a 

dire par deue proportion liettre Attique," &c. 

There are various inscriptions to the memoiy 
of Torinus, in the form of epitaphs, from wbick 
I select the following^ as the most concise, and^ 
in my judgment, the neatest. 



v> 
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Siste Viator 
Et jttcentei etiam Artes tolito. 

Hie 

(^ODOFREDtl) TORRINUS Bitllriati( 

tJbique litteiis librisque clarissimuf 

Qtfi 

Pmmk imdloB per mnos I%ilo8o|di]Rii 

Docoit maximo conciiniu 

in Regio Burgundisi Collegio^ 

Sittmlque Artem exercuit TjpograpbicaliX 

NoTam tunc ac recentem brevi perpolitaoof 

Taiiien reddidit^ 

Quisquis ad studium animtmi appHcai^ 

Et indi qaasris imtnortalitatem 

Tiw^ipuo cultori prius apprecare^ 

Ame]^. 
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The commencement.. pf the sixteenth centurjr 
was distinguished , by ». bcilU^nt .'iroo^ellation of 
printers, whonrere alike eminent for their learn- 
ing, and for tbeir>arious and admirable produc- 
tions fn typography. To expatiate tipon the 
many beautiful worlcs which, for a period of half 
a century, issued from the press pf Aldus lloma- 
nus and' his successors, would be foreign to the 
object of this publication, and would indeed be 
unnecessary, as they are all in succession dis- 
tinctly and ably described by Ret>ouard. The 
same observation is alike apposite with regard to 
Florence and the press of the Juntas. These 
also are exhibited in chronological order by An- 
gelo Maria Bandini. It may be sufficient to re- 
mark of the books printed at the Aldus and Junta 
presses, that they arc the objects of research with 
all classical collectors, and that their rarity and 
value seems progressively to increase. This i^ 
more particularly true of the Greek books. But 
there flourished also about the same period with 
. them some distinguished printers, notso well known 
indeed as the above-mentioned printers of Ve- 
nice and Florence, but who are entitled to the 
highesl respect, and the productions of whose 
presses, particularly in the Greek language, are 

of 
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of very uncoiAmon- 'occurrence, and which haf« 
an undoubted claim to an honourable place ia 
well-chosen collections. Concerning some of 
these, I shall communicate such circumstances 
as I have been able to collect frirni the different 
bibliographical publications in my pos8essioi\^ 
beginning with * 

The Sabi?. 

I 

The Sabii appear to have been a numerous fa- 
mily, all of tberti^ engaged in the typographi- 
cal pt^ofession^ and distinguished at Venice, Ve- 
rona, and at Rome. JViy intention is only to 
speak of the Greek books which issued from their 
presses. 

The books printed by these artists are seve- 
rally distinguished in the respective Colophons, 
as produced by Joao^ Antonius ei; Fratres, 
Stephanus et Fratres, Stephanus Nicolinus, and 
Joannes Antonius de Nicolinus. 

In 15S8, the following book appeared at Ve- 
nice, and is of unusual rarity. 



Stmplicii Commentarius in Enchiridion 
EprcTETi com textu. Griece. . 
In fine. 

Venetiis per Joannem Antonium et Fratres 

de 
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4e Sabio^ afioo domiDi M.D.XXVIIL Menm 



Subjoined is the prohibition for any other per* * 

•on to print this book withio a period of ten :^ 

jears, on pain of excommunicatioB. A 

This was the editio princeps of the work^ aad ^: 
was followed in the same year, ' from the same 
press, by 



•h eiiA AiTOTFriA Tor Arior ioannot 

TOT XPTXO£TOMOT, Divina Mifisa Bmocti Jo* 
annis Cbrysostomi. 

This title is printed in red ink, and has witbtl 
a portrait of St. Chrysostom. The Colophon re«^ 
presents it as printed at the expence of D. De* 
metrii Zini Zacynthii et D. Menandri Nuncii 
Corcyra^i sociis. These were perhaps the book- 
sellers, as may be inferred from the term socHs. 
It is a small quarto; and, I believe, of very great 
rarity. 

It should seem that the Sabii, or different 
branches of them, were established ith odier:parts 
of Italy also ; for in 16^9 we have the foUowiog 
book» 



JOAKKIS 
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JoxitnisCkvnIiarroul interpretatiotiiioaines 
Paul EpistolM, Greece ex edittone Bemttrdint' 
Doaati. * 

Veronse typis sereis excusum per Stephanum 
et Fratm a Smh«) qtiaito Kaiendaa Jnluis. 
M«D.XXIX.. With the usual prkUegew 

The Colophon, which is in Greek, and some« 
vhat Icn^ apalQ|^es for the errors of the book, 
oa accottAt of the corrupt state of the manu-^ 
script It also acknowledges great obligation t^ 
John Matthew Gibert, Bishop of Verona. 

At Verana also, in 1531, under the superin- 
tendancB of the same editor, Dooatus, and &om 
the same press, was published, in Greek: 



JoANNis Damasceni editio Orthodoxse fklei. 
Ejusdem de iis qui in fide dormierunt. 
In^ne. 

Other books were published at Veroqa bj 
these same printers, but my object is to speak of 
the Greek onfy ; and the last which came from 
their press, at this place, was 

« 

Mgvmks 
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iBcuMEN '^t AftETHA ID Acta. Apostoloram ; 
In EpistoIiBis qu» Oatfaolicas dicuoiur in >PaoUr. 
omnes. AREXUiE vero in JoaDois Apocalyp*^ 
sim* j 

I 

4 

. This uncommon book has a prefatory Epistle 
from the editor^ Donatus> to Pope Clement « 

VIL i 

In the following year, 1532, we meet with 
these printers again at Venice, wheve tbey pub* : 
lished, 



Ps£LLi opus in Quatuor Mathematicas Dis- 
ci plinas, Arithmeticam Musicam, Geometriam et 
Astronomiam Gnece. 

Venetiis apud Stephanum Sabium et Fratres. 
8vo, : 

This book involves some curious literary his- 
tory. The editor was the vener'able Aese- 
Nius, of whom I have before made honourable 
mention; who, though at this time an Arch- . 
bishop, complains, in his dedicatory Epistle to 
Cardinal Renulphus, that he is exhausted by the 
infirmities of old age, a3 well as by distress and 
poverty. 

It 
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It appears, that almost immediately after the 
publication of the above book, Ars^ius edited, 
from the same/press, and under the auspices of 
the same patron, . ' 

PsELLi introductio in sex Philosophies modos. 
Synopsis quinque vocum ac decem Categoria^ 
rum. Blemip^: de quinque vocibus iibellus. 

• ■ 

Georgius Pachymeuus de sex philosophise 
definitionibus, quinque vocibus et sex Categoriis. 
Graspe cuoi Latina versione Jacobi Foscareni. 
8vo. 

In 1535 the following book appeared* 



Alcinoi Sermo doctrinalls de dogmatibua 
Platonis. )Smo/ 

To thisi the name of Stephen Sabius is alone 
prefixed t ^s 

. This book is also curious for other considera** 
tions besides its rarity. It n as also edited by the 
Archbishop of R^gusa, and is inscribed by him^ 
in a Greek Epistle, to Reginald Pole (n«A» rot 
?tpm^i(f.) In this he observes, that Alcinous 
was now for the first time printed ; yet it appears 
ffQva M^ittairei tl)at Yt^scosanus had in the pre- 
ceding 
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ceding year printed this tract of Alcinou% ia 
Greek and Latin. At least so the title-page and 
the book professes ; though Maittaire acknow 
ledges, that the copy which he saw contained 
only the Latin version of Ficinus. Probably 
the Latin version was first printed, with the in* 
tention of adding the Greek at a subsequent pe- 
riod. Other tracts are also specified in the book 
printed by Vasco9anus« 

In 1547 we meet with this family at Rome, 
where was printed, 



Theohoritus contra Hsereses. Grsece edeote 
Camillo Petrusco. 

In fine. 
. Par Stephanum Nicolinum Sabiensein Cbal« 
eographum Apostolicum. 4to. 

This book is inscribed by the editor to Cardi'» 
nal Ardingellus, in a prefatory Greek Epistle. 
At the end are Various readings from a noanu-^ 
script in the library of Cardinal dft Salviatis* 

It is rather out of its place, but I shcTuld not 
have omitted to state, that in |538 J. Antonius 
.de Nicolinis de Sabio printed at Venice a Greek 
Testament, expenses M^lchioris Sesiw$« This 
]aas a frontispiece^i which represents the figure of 
.ft cat having a moMM in iti mouths 



Th« 
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The Abbe Boni mentions an edition of the 
WOTks of Homer in 8vo. printed at Venice la 
155 ly by Petrus de Nicolinis and de Sabiov Tbis 
is in the Bishop of Ely's collection, as is abo the 
** Antbologia Grsca," printed by tlie Sabii, with'' 
oat any dale, and not noticed by Beni* 

But I have possibly omitted to introduce in its 
^place the most rare of ail the Greek books 
printed by the Sabii, which is the following. 



Abistoteles de generatione animalium cum 
commentariis Joannis PhiloponL Gra&ce. 

Venetiis per Joan, Antonium et Fraties de 
Sabio. MDXXVI. 

Two other distinguished printers flourished at 
Venice about this period ; both of whom may 
well deserve a place in a book appropriated to 
racopd anecdotes of literature. 
The first of these was Bartholom^us Zanett 
TUSf of whqm I am concerned to say, that I can 
find no account : it appears, however, from the 
Colophon subjoined, and the books which he 
printed, that he terms himself, Casterzagemis. 

The Greek books printed by him are very 
beautiful specimens of typqgrf^phy, and exceed* 
Jngly scarce. 

'J'he first, I belieye, was 

\ JOANXTS 
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JoANMis Stob^i coUectioDes Sefltentiarum. 
4to. ' 

m 

In fine. 

Venetiis in sedibds Baftholomtti Zanetti Cas- 
terzagensis aere Tcro et diligfentia Joanhb Trio- 
cavelli. M.DXXXV. 

Hence it appears that Trincarelli was the edi-' 
tor of the book^ which is dedicated, in a suitable 
epistle by Trincavelli, to the celebrated Peter 
Bembus. It is the Editio Princeps of the 
work, and of very rare occurrence. Trincavelli 
was an eminent physician ; and we learn, from 
the dedicatory Epistle, that Peter Bembus was at 
this period the public librarian at Venice. 

Fabricius carefully collated this edition with 
those which subsequently appeared, cum Graeco 
Latina Wecheliana 1581, Grsecolatrna Gesneri 
Tiguri 1550, Grotii e Stobaei Excerptis, Paris, 
1 625, and ascertained that the manuscript used 
by Trincdvelli must have been exceedingly de^ 
fective, as well as corrupt 

Two other works from this press, and by tlie 
^ame editor, well deserving df notice, are the fol* 
lowing. 



Hesiodi Opera Griecc cum Scholiis, 
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In aedibus Bartholomaei Zanetti Casterzagensis 
«re vero et diligentia Joannis Francisci Trinca- 
velH. 4to. 

Tliis rare book is inscribed by Trincavelli* to 
the celebrated Peter Victorius, and contains 
some very handsome compliments to Zanetti. 
For further particulars, I refer the reader to Mr. 
Dibdin, who has described this editioti of He- 
8iod at some length. 

There is also an Aristophanes, by Zanetti, 
which is by no means a common book. 



IT 
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THE GRYPHir. 

« 

There were three distinguished printers ofthis 
name. Francis Gryphius^ who flourished at Pa* 
ris ; Sebastian Gryphius, who printed at Lyons; 
and ^ntony Gryphius, son of Sebastian, and who 
succeeded him in his business at the same 
place. 

A|l these individuals were distinguished for the 
neatness and elegance pf their typea^ the judg- 
ment with which they selected the books which 
they printed, ^nd th? ff^thfql ^cpuracy qf their 
publications. 

Francis principally used the Roman characteri 
Sebastian more frequently the Italic. They both 
vsed the Griffin, as their typographical insigne. 
The books printed by Francis sometime repr^^ 
$ented a Tortoise, held in the feet of the Griffia* 
This brother began the exercise of his art iq 
}532; Sebastian somewhq,t earlier. The first 
work of Sebastian was a selectioa from the Bibl^ 
in Hebrew, G reek, and Latin ; the last was in 
155S, nsni^ely, an edition qf the works qf SiMQiqa* 
Siarius. 

Almost the whole attention qf Francis Mraa d^f 
f ected to the ^orks of Cjcerq ; but he obtained 
considerable credit from a preek aqd I^t;q Ifi^y^ 
CPQ, printed in the ye^ 154«f 
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Sebastian Gryphius, however, was the more 
eminent and most learned of the two ; and eu* 
gaged the confidence and friendship of Julius 
Ccesar, Scaliger, Stephen Doletus, Conrad Ges- 
ner, and other illustrious characters. 

Julius Scaliger, in a letter prefixed to one of 
his works, printed by Sebastian, compliments him 
in these strong words ; 

" Tuam mi Gryphi veram pietatem, excellent 
tern eruditionem, insignem humanitatem hie nos« 
tris lucubratiunculis et praeesse volui et mode- 
rari*' 

With the accomplished, learned, but unfortu* 
nate Doletus, Sebastian lived on terms of affec- 
tionate intimacy ; and from his press issued the 
two vofumes of Commentaries, which Maittaire 
dignifies with the appellation of ^^ opus rarissi- 
ipum et pnestantissimum." Of this work the first 
Tolume was printed in 1536, the latter in 15S8. 
To the first volume the following hexameters are 
prefixed. He was then twenty- seven years old. 

Prima mese monumenta artis^ monumenta Juventas 
prima mett, tandem auspiciis exite secu^dis 
Ac longs pertaesa mprSj nipiiumqu^ retepta 
Vos desiderium papiat jam lucis, in auras 
Siirgtte> nee maled^ca hominum vel lingua^ vel asper 
Sermo metum injiciat, studio quin luminis ite 
}t^ (imbeciUos animos timor arguit) ite 

» « Primi^ 
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. Prima itieas monumenta artis inonumeDta Jiivente 
Prima meae^ tandem auspiciis exite secuiidis. 

If I were to enter into the discussion of these 
two curious volumes, or at all attempt to detail 
the literary history and anecdote which they in- 
volve, very little would be left of this volume for 
the remaining subjects which I have undertaken 
to investigate. The two volumes are seldom 
found together, as the second was published two 
years subsequently to the first; and this last is 
considered as much the rarer of the two. A 
more rare volume, however, than either of the 
others, and supplementary to the original work, 
was published by Doletus himself in 1539. 

Formulae latinarum locutionum Lugduni, apud 
Steph. Doletum 1539. fol. 

My business is rather with Grypliius than Do* 
letus. 

A very ininute and long catalogue of the books 
printed by Sebastian Gryphius, may be seen in 
Maittaire. They are very numerous, and some 
pf them very rare and valuable. Sebastian ap* 
pears to have died in 1557? 

Antony Gryphius succeeded his father. The 
first book he printed was in 1561, namely, Petri 
Angeli Bargcei Cynajget. Carmin. et Eclogas. 
This has a prefatory epistle by the printer, im. 
fpbjch h^ compliments his father pa his judgmen-^ 

in 
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in selecting proper books for the employment of 
his press, and expresses bis determination to fol-* 
low so good an example. 

Both father and son were complimented in 
some Latin verses, by Gulielmus Paradinus Ar- 
chemanus ; which, as illustrative of the subject 
immediately before me, seem worth inserting. 

In EfBgiem clarissimi Viri et felicis memoriae 
Sebastiani Gryphii Typographi. 

Ha^ oris probitas^ animi ceii teste refulgens 

Indicat ingenua froiite^ quod intus erat 
Doctrinani omnigenam^ stadium de plebe mereudi 

Candoremque pia mente^ trilingue caput. 

Insignia Nobilium Typographorum ad Anto- 
nium Gryphium et Joannem Tornesium. 

Obnierant trbtes jam prorsum oblivia musas 

Nee coetus vitae spes erat ulla sacri ; 
Anchora cum jacta est mediis Aldina procellis 

Cyrhaeumque labans pondere sistit onus. 
Sustulit hinc dextra geminos Frobenius angues 

Cui recti et prudens simplicitatis amor. 
Virtutem inde levi sortis comitante volatis^ 

Semifer annexam Gryphus ad alta veliit. 
Yiperae et involvens geminae Tomaesius orbem 

Nil aliis fieri quam cupit ipse sibi^ 
Ve^tr^ operi ipsa cohors jam pene extincta revixit 

Atque inter proceres sustulit Ah. caput. 

N 3 i must 
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I must not conclude my account of Sebastiaft 
Gryphius, without notice of the compliment paid 
him by John Vulteius, who, in one of bis £pi<» 
grams, observes, that Robert Stephens was a 
good corrector, Colinaeus a very good printer; 
but that Gryphius excelled both^ as printer and 
corrector. 

Inter lot tiorunt Ubros qui cudere^ Ires sunt 
Insignest ; languet caetera turba fame. 

Castigat Stephanusj sculpit Colinseu8> utnimque^ 
Gryphius edocta mente manuque facit. 

In the year 1548, a John Gryphius appears to 
have printed at Venice, and probably was of the 
same family. From his press appeared one of 
the scarcest of the early editions of Arbtophanes, 
of which Angelus Caninius was the editor. 



AaisTOPHAiJis ComtediJB undecim, Graece 
multis metris corruptis mendisque plurimis pur- 
gatae, ut emendatiores hactenus non prodierint; 
emendationis ratio ad libri calcem explicatur. 
8vo. 

Joan Gryphius excudebat 

At the end is an advertisement from the print- 
er, containing an apqlogy for the absence of these 
tmendationum ratioj^s^ as he Who had promised 
to perform this office, badj from various distrac 

tions 
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tions of'care and business^ been obliged to leave 
Venice for some months. That his return was 
speedily expected, which, when it happened, he, 
the printer, would not fail to publish them toge* 
tber, with various other particulars of import* 
ance to the proper illustration of Aristo- 
phanes. 

I do not find that this promise ever was ful- 
filled, nor have I been able to discover any other 
work printed by this John Gryphius. 
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COLIN^EUS. 

Simon Colin^eus (Simon de Colines) was of 
such great and deserved reputation as a printer, 
that all the learned men of his time, both of 
France and of other countries, were anxious to 
have their productions executed at his press* 
Among these was our distinguished countryman 
Thomas Linackr, all whose translations of dif- 
ferent parts of the works of Galen were admi- 
rably printed by Colinaeus. • 

He had assisted the first Henry Stephens in 
his typographical labours ;. and, on his decease, 
married his widow, and connected himself in the 
prosecution of the business with Robert and 
Francis Stephens, the sons of Henry. Colinseus 
printed very few books in Greek, but a prodigious 
number in Latin, and French, and the types of all 
these languages were of great neatness and beauty. 
With respect to the Greek it is not a little re- 
markable, that although Henry Stephens had 
printed many books in that language, Colinaeus 
appears to have possessed a very small quantity 
of Greek types ; and the few Greek fragments 
printed by him, were coarsely and incorrectly 
executed, and without accents. He commenced 
his business in 15iO', but he does not appear to 

have 
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have provided himself with the necessary appa-* 
ratus for printing in Greek before the year 
1528. 

The number however of Greek books which, 
after all, proceeded from this press, was very 
small indeed, compared with those printed by 
Colinaeus in other languages. All of them, hqw-» 
ever, are to be enumerated among the scarce 
books, and are these which follow. 



1. SoPHOCLis Tragoediae Septem. Graece. 
Apud Simonem Colina^um. Lutet 1523« 

This edition, about the extreme rarity of which 
all bibliographers are agreed, seems to have beea 
founded on theAldine Edition of 1502, of which 
it is remarkable, that although the Sch<)lia are 
announced in the advertisement, they are not 
found in the book itself, for which Aldus subse* 
quently makes an apology. Neither has this edi- 
tion of Colineeus the Scholia; but it contains a 
life of Sophocles, with epigrams on the poet, and 
three pages of errata *. 

• Maittaire, v. li. p. 405, says, that there was no table of 

errata to this editioQ of Sophocles; but he aiteiwarck cor* 
rects himself, and says, in his Index, part i. p. 30. ** Tur- 
pissirae erravi cum scriptorcm in Sophoclis Eiiitione quain 
vulgavit Colinzeus nullum esse Erratorura Indicem." 

6 In 
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In this same year Colinasus also printed. 



GiuccA Theobori GAz^Traductio in Cice* 
ronis de SeneCtute DiaIogum» 

Ejusdein Versia in Somnium Scipionui* 

12mo. 

It is observed, by one of the biographers of Co- 
linaeus, that although very few Greek books were 
printed by him, they are executed with such pe- 
culiar neatness, that every one must lament that 
he did not print more. It is certainly vefy re- 
markable that he does not appear to have been 
employed on any other work in the Greek lan- 
guage, till the year 1534, when he printed. 



TestamentuIi Novum. Grtece. ApudSi* 
monem Colinseum. Svo* 

This book involves many curious circum- 
Btances* It was printed in a small, but neat 
and pleasing type. The more curious reader 
may find a very circumstantial and detailed 
account of the peculiarities of this edition in the 
Prolegomena of Mill, No mention is made of 
any errata, though there are many, and of obvi- 
ous occurrence. The passage concerning the 
Three Heavenly Witnesses, 1 John v. 7. is alto- 
gether 
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getlier omitted. In the list of the sacred books 
in their order, the Apocalypse is omitted^ 
KoXao-o-cK is almost universally printed for 
KoAoo-o-cic. The work has not a syllable of in- 
troduction by way of preface, nor any reason 
assigned for the novel readings received into the 
text The editor is totally unknown. 

It is the more singular, that no table or index 
of errata accompanies this volume, as Colinaeus 
\ras in this respect remarkably particular, and 
published, as far as my observation extends, no 
other book without something of the kind. He 
concludes one of his books with the following 
distich : 

Parcite Chalcographis, si paucula menda reperta est 
Non est mos nuUam linquere Chalcographis. 

Further particulars also of this celebrated edi- 
tion, may be learned from Wetstein's Prolego- 
mena, p. 141. 

With respect to the other Greek books printed 
by Colinieus, I do not find that be printed any 
more till the year 1540, when we have, 



Arati SpHiERA. Graece. 
Ciceronis in Arati Pbsenomena. 



And in the same year, 

Ex 
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Ex Platonis TiMiED particula, Ciccronisde 
Universal^ libro respondens. 



Both the above in small folio. 
There were two other Greek books by Cofr 
Bxusy without date ; namely : 



Hesiodi Ascraei Opera et Dies, Gr^ce, 
12mo* 

And, 



Galenus de Urinis. Graece. 

Mr, Dibdinj on the authority of Mr. WodhuU, 
informs us, that two other Greek books were 
printed by Colinseus, namely, a Greek Alphabet 
in ISmo. consisting of eight leaves only, 1531 
and a small Tract, entitled, " Galen ad Patro 
philum," sine anno. Colinseus certainly printe( 
a great number of Galen's Tracts ; but, accord 
ing to the catalogue subjoined to the life of thi 
printer in Maittaire, these appear to have bee: 
all of them Latin versions, except the one abov 
specified. 

I do not, however, by any means pretend t 
call in question the very respectable authority < 

Mr. WodhulL 

Thu 
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Thus, as far as I have been able to discover, 

Colinseus printed no more than eight books in 

Greek. The mistake of Mr. Dibdin, who says . 

that he printed but six, is certainly very venial, 

as he h^d not the subject so immediately before 
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LIBRI MISGELLANEI. 

JLlAyiNG thus far fulfilled my eugagemfsnts 
with my readers, with re^j^ect to the class of 
books, and, the early printers^ of whom I under^ 
took to give an account, I hope thei remainder 
of this volume may not improperly be occupied 
with the description of suck miscellaneous books 
of uncommon occurrence, as, from the prose- 
cution of my ordinary pursuits, I have had ithe 
opportunity to examine. 1 1 vi ; i * 

No particular arrangement^ either of dates 
or of sul^etts; i is therefore to be expected^ 
nor does it indeed- appear -^to be necessary. 
I am well aware that the 'field, of rare books 
is exceedingly extensive, and: the term' itself 
not alwayii^ defined with 'sufficient accura^. 
I therefore' pledge myself to'^nbthihg more, m 
the miscellaheous volumes hereafter to be de»- 
scribed, : than that, in my humble judgment, they 
all may daim the distinction which I have as- 
signed them, -and may all deserve the attention 
of curious collectors* 

The first to be introduced in this class, besides 
its extreme rarity, possesses many peculiarities. 
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MAMMDTRE€TUJi scu expositio vocabalonioi^ 
quse in Bibliis, Hymni^ Ecclesiaslicb, Homiim, 
&c. occurrunt. 

At the end-*»- - ! . ^.. '. / J 

Explicit Mammotrectus. sive primicereus arte 
imprimendi seu caractarizandi per Helyam he 
ly^^Uas dis LoufiSsiv Carionicum Ecckiaie Vflle 
Vei'otiensis in page Ergovie eite absque calami 
eraracione Vegelia sancti Martini Episoopi sub 
anho ab incarnacione domini r Millesimo Qii%4 
drengeotesimo Septuagesimo. Deo lau's et ^^ori^ 
perinfinita secuUi seculoruoiv Amen. >.- 

The fii^t striking peculiarity ab^iit Ibis book 
is the above colophon, .which^ with ,ik». except 
tiOBiof the place ^nd; printer^ i»WQfd:for wQrd 
the sanie as that which: is. fomid in thje MamnKh 
trectus printed iathis very same; year by Schoilfof 
at Mentz. Is it prbbaUe that theses two ipriot^ri 
should begin the same book, in Uie j^iPjS J^e^f 
and finish it precisely on the siaoate d^y>' l?^"^^ 
Ml ,tb9 vigil, of rSu Martin P The fa^tfiieems tp 
be that the. |>rintejr of Switzerland* iiepied tbc 
Mammotfectuis of Schoiffer eveti to. the :date; 
-That it was the first book printed.iii S^vit2^irlfM!ul 
with. a date there is no doubt, but I am. iQcline4 
to suspect that it was not printed* tiU/soine yeari^ 
afterwards. , ; 

In this Mammotri:ctus bj. UeMm Hely<^ 
there are signatures. The smaller letters of the 

alphabet 
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alphabet are placed at the extremity of tlie^ last 
line in the page, a, b, c, &c. But the intro- 
duction of signatures is ascertained tahave been 
in 1472. It is further observable that the two 
editions of the Speculum Vit^ printed sub- 
sequendy by this same printer, and which I shall 
hereafter describe, have no signatures, catch* 
word, or any thing of the kind. We may per- 
haps be justified in assigning this book to some- 
where about the year 1474. 

The book itself is printed in a long, thin, and 
very rude Gothic character, so rude indeed As 
hardly to be legible. It is in columns, has 32 
lines in a page, and is full of the most perplexing 
abbreviations. 

I give the first sentence as a specimen, and 
released from the abbreviations. 

"Impaciens Proprie Inpericie ac ruditate com- 
paciens pauperum clericorum qui ad predica- 
cionis oificium promoventur decrevi bibliam 
transcurrendo perlegere, nee non et alia que in 
ecclesia rccitantur si vita comes fuerit inspicere 
diligenter et parcium differtium significanicus et 
accentus et genera insinuare lectori pauper- 
cuio," &c. &c. 

The title is variously written, Mommotrecius 
MammotrectuSy Mammcetrtctus^ MammetractuSj 
MammothreptuSj obviously meaning, that it is 
intended as mothers milk to those clergymen who 
are infants in professional knowledge. 

o 2 The 
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The author of the book was named Marche- 
sinusi to which the title of his work has usually 
been added I have not been able to find any 
satisfactory account of him. Galdastus calls 
him ineptum Mammotrecti Auctorem, and I 
believe . the book intrinsically to be of no great 
importance. 

There is a copy of this book in Earl Spencer s 
collection. 

The other editions of the work whicb merit 
attention, are one printed in; this same year at 
Mentz by Schoifier, and one at Venice by Jen« 
son. 

Let me take this opportunity of observing 
once for all, that it may possibly happen, as in 
the example of the book above described, that 
many of the succeeding articles are introduced, 
as bibliographical curiosities alone* They may 
some of them serve merely to riiark the progres- 
sive improvement of the typographical art, or 
as uncommon specimens of the presses which 
severally produced them. 

The above is the only notice I propose to take 
of the observations of certain critics, that 
many of the books described in these volumes, 
possess no intrinsic value. 



RODERICI 
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RODERICr ZAMORENSIS SPECULUM . 

VJTiE HUMANiE. 

At the end is this singular e<>k>phon : 

Finit liber dictus. Speculum vite fai^mane 
quia in eo et cesarea potestas, et regalis dignitas 
bubulcorum eciatn genus sibi speculatur salu- 
berrima simul spiritualisque vite viros secum ad- 
ducens. Papam scilicet cardinales, Archiepis^ 
copos, Clericos, et ceteros Ecclesie ministros. 
Rectam et bis speculandi prescribendo norman 
a lielya Helye alias de Louffen Canonico. Ec-^ 
clesie ville. Beronensis in pago. Ergowie site 
absque calami exaratione Vigilia Conceptionis 
Marie. Sub* Anno ab incarnacione domini. 
Millesiino Quadringentisimo septuagesimo se* 
cundo. 

This book printed at the same place, by the 
same printer, Helyas Helye, and if the dates 
are accurate, %vhich I have before questioned, 
^ooly two years after the book immediately be- 
fore described, is in a very different type. 

It is a sort of aemigothic. 

There is a copy of this edition in Lord Speq*^ 
cer's collection. It was reprinted at the same 
pl^ce by the same printer in the following year, 

o 3 and 
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and was probably a mere transcript of that 
which preceded. 

The first edition of this work was by Sweyn^ 
beym, and Pannartz^ at Rome, 1468; a copy of 
which sold in (he La Valiere sale for 400 livres. 

RoDERicus Santius de Arevato was a 
Spaniard, born at an obscure village in the 
diocese of Segovia. He was educated at Sala* 
manca, where he became Doctor of Laws, and 
.afterwards rose to the highest honours of the 
Sacerdotal Profession. He was author of a great 
variety of works, many of which have been 
printed, and many more remain in manuscript. 

The book above described was dedicated to 
Pope Paul n. in the address to whom, Santius 
relates that there was a controversy between his 
niother and his other relations, whether he should 
pursue the study of theology or of law, his mo- 
ther being inclined to the former. He, however, 
addicted himself to the latter, ^' non tamen prac- 
termissis sacrarum Literarum atMoralis Phiioso* 
phi© exercititiis.'* 

After the completion of his education the same 
controversy between the same individuals agaia 
took place, but he now determined for himself 
to pursue the ecclesiastical profession. 

He became successively Archdeacon of Trc» 
vigno, Dean of Leon first, and afterwards of 
Seville, and finally Bishop of Oviedo» 

He died in 1470. 

There 
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There were many editions of the Speculum vitse 
Humanae before the year 1500, and many of 
them are to be classed among the rarer bpoks, 
particulariy the editions by Gering, Crands^ and 
Friburgeri at Paris, 1470—1472; one by Zainer 
at Augsbourg, 1471; by Philip de Lignamine, 
1479} at Rome ; by John de Westphalia at Lou- 
vain, sine anno ; at Rome by Laver, sine anno. 
It was translated into French and published by 
Bart. Buyer, Lugdiini, 1479 : it was also printed 
\n Spanish at Saragossa in 14^1 # 
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^f Jbe l)9tUH» of tlie liji3t>af bijt ^9f at the 
^Kl4 of tb€ lAiQ^If; aire tl;^9p nf^qrijis ii). capital let- 

Sit: l^us: Deo: 
Anno: Domini: M.CCCC.l-XJCIinf Hans 

ApRL. 

« 

T})is bpo]j: has been thp opcasion of much per- 
plex jty to bibliographers ; who w^s Hans AparL r 
was he the printer, editpr, ppfrector of the 
press, or the bookseller ? I find no whprq ani 
account of a printer so called. 

The book consists pf two parts, thf . first treats 
of comiBts genfsrally, their formation, figure, or 
|)it, &q. The second part has this title in capita 
letters on the twentieth leaf. 



S^cunda: Pars: est: Sermo: particu- 
XARis: De: Cometa: apparsi^te: Anno: 
DpMiNi: M. CCCC. LXXII. 

This book is in a roynd character, and the 
paper white and goqd ; there are no catch-words, 
signatures^ &c. There are no initial letters ir 

th( 



* 
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the beginning of the work, or of the different 
cbaptar;i, but a large space is left for the illu- 
ininalion. By an error of the press, Thuke- 
C£Nsis is printed Thurecehsis. 

Another diifieolty arises as to tl^ie pkctH n^ere 
this book was printed; Maittaire assigns it to 
Rome, but AudifFredi knew nothing of it. The 
name of Leonhardus Aurl occurs at tihe endf of 
some verses subjoined to an edition of Ease^ 
bius sine nota loci et Typographi, 14'73L 

It can hardly be necessary to speak of the 
rarity of this book, but Lord Spencer has a 
copy, and fvoj^ this I have described' it* 
His Lordship* also possesses the following: 



(Coaradi) Thur£C£nsis phisiti (sic) Tracta^ 
^ tus de Cometis. 
3f In fine 

Sit: laus: Deo. 

This is. evidently in the Gothic ^pe used by 
Helias lielise de Louffen, and has 44 lines in a 
p^9 and>only extends to 12 leaves. 



\ 
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COMMENTARII OMNIBONI LEONI- 

CENI. 

Rhetoris Prasstantissimi; in Marci TuUii Cice** 
ranis Oratorem. 

Vicentiae, 147^. 

Editio Frinceps. 

In fine. 

Vicentise non minus accurate est emendatum, 
quam diligenter impressum. , Anno Salvatoris 
M. CCCC. LXXVI. &c. 

This book is printed in the type used by Leo* 
nardus of Basil, who about this period exercised 
the typographical profession at Vicenza. 

Prefixed is an oration of Leonicenus in praise 
of eloquence. 

Quere is this Leonardus of Basil the same per-" 
«on with the Leonardus Achates who was also o( 
Basil, and followed the occupation of printer at 
Venice in 1472. He seems to have been a most 
unsettled character, for in 1473 we find him at 
Padua. In 1474 he printed Vite di S, Padbi 
at S. Urso, and in this very year established 
himself at Vicenza, where he continued till 1490. 
He was the first who printed at Vicenza. 

Leoniceni 
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Leoniceni Omniboni GrammatiGt, aad hb 
curious book de versa Herbico, &c. are described 
in my fourth volume, p. 388, where also is sooM^ 
account of Leonicenus hiiiisel£ 

The book above described is in tbe Bishop of 
Ely's collection. 



Cio-I. 
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MELCHIORIS GUILANDINI PAPYRUS, 
^boe ^ GkHmaeatftritfa in trin C^ Plinii noejoris 
dePapyro Capita; Accessit. Hiercmydtt Mtftfi" 
rialis rcpugnantia qua pro Galeno strenue pug« . 
natur« Item, Melchioris Guilandini assertiosen- i 
tentiac in Galenum a se pronunciatse. Venetiia a 
Apud. M. Antonium Uirum. M.D.LXXII. 4tb. 1 

This is a curious book, and by no means of 
common occurrence. It is so spoken of by 
Clement, V. 9, P. 311. The work is introduced 
by a long epistle to Eaptista Grimaldus, and is 
succeeded by the commentary upon the part of 
Pliny*s Natural History relating to the Papyrus, 
which is replete with curious erudition. 

This book so excited the curiosity of scholars, 
that Joseph Scaliger in particular thought it 
w^th while to publish his animadversions upoa 
it, which are to be found at some length in tbe 
following work, which .will also well repay the 
attention of curious readers. 



Jos. JusTi. ScALiGERi Julii Cassaris a Bur-r 
den Fiiii Opuscula Varia antehac non edita, 
Parisiis. Apud Hieronymuip Druuart sub scutQ 
JSolari vi^ Jacpbqea. M.DC,X, 

This 
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This latter book is inscribed to Thuanus in a 
very learned and elaborate preface by Isaac 
Casaubon. 

Guilandinus is the Latin name of W^idland. 
He also published a Latin epistle to CSonraid' 

', Gesner, printed at Basil. He was very mueh^ 
distinguished by bis knowledge of natural history^ 
and undertook on this account various journeys 
into Greece, and different parts of Asia : he 

I also visited Africa, where he was for some time 
detained in captivity; escaping from hence he 
went to Padua, where he was ^entrusted with the 
superintendence of the physic garden, in this 
atuation he engaged in bitter literary contfd-^ 
versy with Mathiolus. He died atPadaailiBp. 
The book-firit described was' afterwards re- 
published in octavo at Amberg; 1^13;' ' -' ^ 

A copy of it 18 in possession' of the 'H'ght 
Hon. T- Grenville; the work of Scaliger is' in 
my own collection. ' . : i j 
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in the day, shall be so long secured from tbe 
Devil and his angels, and if lie shall chance to 
die on that day, his soul shall not be received 
into the infernal regions. 

'VQuacumq die quicuq ea5 tribus vicibus 
dixerit puro corde ipsa die nee diabolus nee 
tnioistri^jus aliqa ip<^dinietu ei fafcere pol^rint : 
Et »i ipt»o die mortuus fuerit ai^a: ejus i inferno no 
recipietun £t quod justil petierit.a deo dabttur 
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CI. 



It proceeds to say that whoever carries these 
prayers about him, and shall peruse themi^ioo 
that day shall suffer no injury, from- fire., or 
-vaber, no deadly thing shall htttt him, he shall 
inot be surprised by sadden dtoth, &c. &c. 

It is a most curious little tract, and has this 
which follows^ bound with it, which is certaiialjr 
iiot less deserving notice. 



« ♦ 



Questo e IX Gvroizio Gxneralk ite Cractt 
de la iine del nMffido quando Jesu Christo veni- 
ra a judicare li boot e Urei. • • 



This tract consists only of four leaves, and 
accordimg to Audifiredi was. one of five printed 

by Besicken at Romeiin 1489* 

This Besicken first practised his art at JBasil, 
fironi tbedCQ he weat< to Eome^ wbei?e be eotwed 
I ' into 
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into partnership first with Sigismund Mayf, and 
afterwards with Martinus of Amsterdam. 

This tract is mentioned as a separate and dis* 
tinct publication by Panzer, V. xi. P. 546^ and 
by Denis in his Supplement to Maittaire, P. 575. 

Thepresent sedmsalso no improper opportunity 
to mention the following uncommon book in the 
collection of Mr. Combes, of Henley, to whom 
I am indebted for various acts of kindness, io 
aid of my pursuits. 



Raccolta D* Alcune Rime Del Cava* 
HERE LoDovico Petrucci Nobile Toscano in 
piu iuoghi, e tempi composte et e diversi Pren- 
cipi dedicate ; con la selua delle suo Persecu* 
tioni. 

Farrago Poematum Equitis Ludovici Petrucci, 
Nobilis Tuscani diversis locis et temporibus con- 
scriptorum et ad diversos principes dedlcatoruoi 
una cum sylva suarum persecutionum. 



This Petrucci though he caipe hither in the 
character of a Protestant, was suspected of being 
a Papist; some account of him and his Portrait 
may be found inWood, and described by Granger* 
The above book is in small quarto, and was 
printed at Oxford in 1613. 

The verses are in Italian with a Latin version 
to each, and among them is an elegiac tribute 
V) the memory of Sir Thomas Bodiey. 

B HASTA^ 



210 LIBRI MISCELLANEt 



HASTARUM ET AUCTIONUM ORIGO, 
RATIO ET SOLENNIA. 

Autbore Junio Rabirio Jureconsulto, ct apud 
I^etragorios in Subselliis Bergeraci Causarun 
Capitalium Quoestore ac Prsefecto Regio. Cua 
Indice locupletissimo. 

Senatuum Arestis omnia fere confirniantur » 
Humaniorum Autborum loci pludmi illustrantur 

Lutetiae apud Carolum Stepbanum Typogri 
phum Regium. 

M.D.LIIir. 

Tbis rare and curious work is introduced byi 
copy of La.tin verses from Rabirius, tbe author, 
to tbe King of France. The work itself eluci- 
dates many obscure expressions botb in Grecl 
and Latin autbors. I give a striking examph 
witb respect to Persius ; and cite tbe whole pas 
sage which is exceedingly curious. 

Cum Imperii dignitas infringeretur ac debi}; 
taretur eju^ imperii signa refigi diripique dice 
bantur. Horatius. 

Sub duce qui templis Partborum signa refixit 
Et nunc si quid abest^ Itaiis adjudicat armis. 

Idem Horatius 

Tua Cseiar letas ^ 

Rug 
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Fruges et agro9 rettulit uber^s 
£t sigDa noRtro restituit Jovi 
Direpta Parthorum superbU 
Posdbus. 
Illustraiidua Persii locus 
Hie inqais veto quisquam fiixtt ol^tnm i 
Pinge duos angues^ Pueri^ saco* etft locus^ etfm 
Meiite^ discedo. 

Magnus in jocandolepos. Si Satyrs tne^tel* 
pertimeaciSf eaque improbitatem tuam ac scelerA 
^wrari, ponique ante omnium oculos nolis (nani 
scelerum sentinam et veluti foetorem oletum dixit) 
iosignias te caduceo, quo i'l fide publica positus 
incolumis serveris, neque satyre vulnera ex- 
cipias. 

See also another striking instance of illustra«^ 
tion at page &8. 

Persius. 
Ergo ubi commota fervet plebecula bile 
Fert animus calidae fecisse silentia turb» 
Migestate Manus. 

Where manus is us^d in a sense difficult to be 
understood but by the commentary found in this 
book. 

There is a copy of it in the Bishop of £ly*« 
collection. 

There were other writers of the nana of Ra« 

p S biriu$# 
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birius. Junius Rabirius, the author of this 
tract, was an antiquarian of distinguished cele- 
brity, and a Parisian. 

The tract above described will be found Tom. 

< 

iii. Thesauri Antiquitatum Romanarum, with 
some remarks of Gra^vius upon it* 

Its contents altogether would have justified 
more copious extracts, and indeed might well 
be reprinted, but I wish to give as great a va^ 
riety as possible to my work, and at the same 
time to comprehend in it as great a number of 
literary curiosities as I can. 



MOSCHI, 



LIBRI MISCELLANEL 213 



MOSCHI, BIONIS, THEOCRITI ELEGAN- 

TISSIMORUM POETARUM. Idyllia aliquot 

ab Henrico Stepbano Latina facta. 

Ejusdeiii Carmina noa diversi ab illis argU'-* 
^enti. 

Venetiis. Aldus., M.L.LV. 4to. 

When the celebrated Henry Stephens was 
about nineteen years of age, he commenced a 
long course of travels with the view of examining 
in the libraries of different places curious and 
valuable manuscripts, and to qualify himself in 
all respects to be a worthy successor of his father 
and his udcle. Literature, and the family of 
Stephens in particular, were at this period de- 
prived of their most excellent patron and bene* 
fector Francis L The first excursion of Henry 
appears to have been to Florence, where of 
course the Medicean library was the great object 
of his curious attention. Venice also could not 
fail of attracting him, and here he formed an 
intimacy with Muretus, and talked Greek as his 
biographer Maittaire informs us, ** Cum Michaele 
Sophiano Graeco," which his persevering atten- 
tion to that language from his childh'ood, easily 
enabled him to do. Here also he saw and knew 
the ffunily of Aldus ManutiuS; though he ac*^ 

T 3 knowledged 
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knowledged on his return to Paris, that of all 
the places he had seen in Italy, he liked Naples 
best, and next to Naples, Florence, which last 
place however would have had still more of his 
affection and regard if it had not given birth to 
the infamous Machiavel. In 1555 we find him 
•gain at Rome, at Naples, and at Venice, and 
here it was that he printed the rare book which 
is the subject of the present article, at the press 
of Aldus. It is dedicated to the illustrious John 
pella Casa, tb^ benevolent Bishop of BeneVeO" , 
turn; at the end are a few notes, with a trao* 
elation of one of the elegies of Propertius foto 
Greek, Hexameteirs and Pentameters. 

This first edition )q in the collection of tlM 
]3i^op of Ely, but it waa reprinted at Paria in 
the following year at th^ pr(ps3 of Robert $!•- 
pheas. 

The present sieeras to afford a proper oppo^ 
tupity of saying a few words on the subjecl of 
the Anacreon, iirst printed in the original Greek 
viiih a Latin translation by Henry Stephens in 
the year 1554. 

Maittaire informs us that be ransacked the 
whole of Italy, ^^ omnes propemodum quas per 
IJniversfLiB Italiam Sunt Bibliothecas, non aolum 
publicas aed etiam ex privatis eas quasi locuplep 
lior^f; putabantur, pervagatus sit» perlustravili 
pervestigavit," U9 add9 ip » succeeding parent 



LIBRI MISdiELLANEL iil5 

•• In ipso propemodum venationis 8tx tyro- 
cinio Anacreontem venatus est** 

At this period Stephens visited Florence, whk 
ther be carried introductory letters from Mii* 
pbflstisto Peter Victorius, with whose reception of 
him he was so exceedingly delighted^ that he 
itiade him a present of the ode of Anaereofi 
beginning; with Aiystf-ii^ at yvvottxtf^ whieh^ a^ h€ 
represented, he had found in the eov.er of art 
old book, " in anti^ui libri tegmine.'' The first 
appearance therefore of any supposed fragment 
of Anacreon thus commencing wi^th Stephens, he 
has always laboured under the suspicion of har^ 
ing been, at least in a great degree, the iabri- 
ttttof of the compositions now received nhdet 
fbe ri&me of that Ancient Greek poet. TItii 
Aisfiicion was at least augtnented by the follo^^ 
ing circumstances. 

Henry Stephens, as I have been hxformed, 
printed a translation of Anacreon aboUt three 
years before the Greek came out. Bat of this 
I have not been able to trace either the editor 
or the printer. 

The original manuscript is said by himself to 
have been on bark, and to have fallen to pieces 
upon being copied. 

Add to this that the manuscripts known to exist 
were not more than five or six in number, and 
these are all written in the same hand. The sus* 
tHcion was yet further increased by the circum- 

p 4 stance. 
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BtaDce, that at this particular period Henty 
Stephens wrote his celebrated tract on the con^^ 
formity between the Qreek and French hn* 
guages. 

Justice, l^owever, requires me to add^ that 
Fisch^er, in the preface to his third edition of 
Anacreon, seems to haye put the question to 
r^st He ipforms, us that Joseph Spaleti found 
in the Vatican a manuscript on vellum, which 
^mpng other things contained the Odes of Ana< 
creon, and which was evidently written about 
the tenth century* Speaking of this manuscripj 
pischer observes ; 

£x eo intelligitur qupd Codex Vaticanus res* 
tatmonumentumunicum cujus fide ac tjestimoaic 
constet haec odaria non esse Anacreopti a Ste 
pbano supposita immo multis ante ipsum sa:cu|ik 
Seni Teio tributa* 

This manuscript was printed in fac-simile, 
lieljieve at Rome, about thirty years gince, i 
large ^lio. 
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WALTER HADDON. 

f 
I 

PoEMATUM GuALTERi Haddoni, Legum 
Doctoris, sparsim collectorum Libri duo. 
Londini apud Gulielmurn Seresiuni, Anno 

Walter Haddon was one of the first and great- 
est restorers of learning in England ; he wa$ 
educated at Eton, and afterwards became a dis« 
tinguisbed member of King's Collegei Cam- 
1;>ridge. He was author of many works, but was 
u particular celebrated for his easy and elegant 
Xatinity. 

This little volume, which I am about to de- 
scribe, is found in the collection of the Bishop 
pf Ely. It is of very considerable rarity, aud 
contains not only the poems of Haddon, and 
tho^e of h^s friends on his death; but some things 
also which are npt in the edit, of 1567. From the 
manuscript in the first leaf, it appears to have 
formed a part of the curious and valuable library 
of that eminent antiquary Thomas Baker, who 
with many others lost their preferment and fe^ 
lowships, for refusing to take the oaths of abjura- 
tion of' King James. He had bequeathed it as 
a legacy to St. John's College, Cambridge, but 
^ p^nusqript iod^c^jting th^ is crossed over, 

whether 
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whether by Baker, or by any other person^ is 
uncertain. The manusciipt is as follows. 

^* Libellum hunc rarum admodum lego colle- 
gio D. Jo. Cant. j 

Tho : Baker. Coll. i 

lo; Socius. ejectus.'* 

The two first lines containing, the bequMt, a§ 
before observed, are erased, beneath the Tho: 
Baker, &c. is written, *' Of this book I neve* 
saw another copy, nor had Mr. Rawlinson, whose 
business it was to enquire after booka wrote by 
Eton College men. 

•' By Mr. Wood it appear!^ td be v*ry scarce.'* 

In the next leaf in the same hand I find« 

" W. Haddon is buried at Christ Cburcb, 
London. Sec his Epitaph in Store's S&rvey* 
Vol. i. Lib. iii. Page 136, Strype's edition. 

** De Haddone vide Lelandi Encomia^ &c* 
Page 103, 104. 

" Vide Baleum de Script Britan, Page 763, 
num. LXXXVIL 

Versa edidisse dicitur, EpUtohm D. Jacobi. 
Lib. L 

Aliquot Matfhai Capita. Lib. i. 

Quae vix alibi Habentttr.'" 

The volume is introduced by some verses com«^ 
mendatory of the author by John Frerc, M. I>. 
From these we learn that the poems were collected 
by 1 homas Hatcher, who was a Fellow of the 
College, and well known for his collections re* 
3pecting the members of it. Uaddonis Fepreseot>f 

6 ed 
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ed as not inferior to Cicero in eloquence, nor to 
Ovid, Sedulius, Prudentius, and Juvencus, as 
a poet. A short sketch is next given of the 
author's life, which is followed by the verses 
subjoined, written by Haddon on himself 

EJUSDSM ViTA A BSIP80 CABMINK DBSCKIPTA. 

Nona mibi vitse coeperunt cunrere lustra 

Cum patriae feci commoda nota meas. 
Tempora doctrinae studiis jucunda peregi^ 

Sed fortuoa tamen saepe noverca fuit. 
Semper eram magnus clari Ciceronis amator, 

Otia dilexi^ qua? sine lite forent. 
Simplice natura vixi, neglector honomm. 

Lingua silens^ animus res agitando frequent* 
Bum quatuor rebus foelix^ in principe, matre^ 

Conjuge^ synceram praestat amicus opem. 
Me duo perturbant bostes^ calumnia^ morbus, 

Tertia crux^ nomen non habitura^ necat. 
Forte meos quisquam si vult cognoscere cursus. 

Ultima cum primis jungere fata placet. 
Est Cantabrigiae studiorum regia sedes^ 

Nomine digna suo^ digna parente sua* 
Fontibus ex illis manarunt flumina nostra, 

Qiiicquid et in nobis extitit> inde fiiit. « 

Servus : ad extremum regati versor in aullj 

Ha?c est fortunae meta suprema meae. 
Balva sit ^lizabeth^ multos longaeva per annos 
- Alalia divina tuta fruatur ope. 

Tlie poems in the first book are entirely on 
lacred subjects ; in the second they are of a 

iM|C9Uao90D9 »fttHre, and iodigate come play- 
fulness 



f so LIBRI MISCELLANEI, 

fulness and humour. I subjoin two on the 8u1> 
ject which was often the sportive exercise of 
those who assisted in the revival of learning, 
whether it was expedient for a professed literary 
character to marry or to live single. 

UxOB. NON EST BUCENOA. 

Omnb statis comitem protervam^ 
Omnium morum sociam dolosam. 
Omnium reruui dominam superbam 

Sumere durum est. 

Quae tuum secum cupiat dolorem^ 
Quae tna& risu Iachr}'mas sugillet^ 
Quae minas^ fletus et acerba tecum 

Jurgia tractiet. 

Quae tuam poenam redimat salutU 
Propriae lucro^ pariatijue prblem 
Quae patris fabo titulum sonabit 

Ore molestum. 

Quae tuas iras^ strepitus inane» 
Quae tuas voces^ sine mente verba 
Quae tuQS lusus^ aconka dira 

Credere possit* 

Quae tuas muris putat esse vires ^ 

Quae tuos Corvi putet esse cantus 
Quae tuas Musa3 putet esse agrestis 

Carmina Fauni. 



Qw 
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Quae tuam linguam putet esse ranae 
Qiue tuas Ursi putet esse caraes 
Quae tuum scrophae timida? pudorem 

Judicet esse. 



Quae tibi caros St3^gia palude 
Quae tuos fructus Acheronte nigro 
Quae tuam vitam magis expavescat 

Manibus ipsis. 

Uxor temporibus^ moribus^ et locii 
Naturam vari^ distribuit suam 
NuDquacn prospicieus conjugis usibuf 
Ergo si tibi vis omnia progredi 
Vitae perpetu6 fac careas malo. 



Uxor est ducknba. 

Omnis aetatis comitem perennem 
Omnium morum similem sodalem ' 
Omnium rerum dominam fidelem 

Sumere suave est* 

Quae tuum tecum doleat dolorem 
Quae suas tecum lachrymas profundet 
Quae jocos^ risus, et amoena tecum 

Gaudia tractet. 

Quae tuum vultum redimat salutk 
Propria? damno^ pariatque prolem 
Quae patris nomen tenero sonabit 

Orejucuudum. 

Que 
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Quae tuas iras Jotis esse fvdioriea 
Quae tuas voces Jovis esse ntttus 
Qu» tuos lusus Jovis esse nectar 

Credere possit. 

Qua? tuas Martis putat esse vires 
Quas tuos Phoebi putet esse cantos 
Quas tuas musas putet esse sacras 

Palladis artes. 

Quas tuam linguam putet Hermis^orft 
Quae tuam formam Veneris figuram 
Quse tuum sacne Triviae pudorem 

Judicet 



• 
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Quae tuos hostes Stygia palude 
Qu» tuas clades Acheronte nigro 
Quas tuum Amus magis expavescat 

Manibus ipsis* 

Uxor temporifcus^ moribus et locis 
Naturam varie distribuit suam 
Semper prospiciens conjugis usibus 
Ergo si tibi vis omnia progredi 
Vitae perpetuo Be careas bono. 



The verses subjoined in praise and in com^ 
memoration of Haddon, are by Giles Fletcher, 
bis son Clare Haddon, and Osmund Lake. 

Giles Fletcher was educated at Eton, and vras 
afterwards a scholar of King's College, Cam* 
bridge. Wood says he was a distinguished poet, 

but 
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but I do not know whether any other specimens 
of bis poetical talents are to be found. He was 
employed by Elizabeth in many foreign missions, 
ind a tract of his on the Russe Commonwealth 
is to be found in Hackluyt's collection of yoy- 
ages. 

He was brother tp Dr. Richard Fletcher, 
Bishop of London, and consequently uncle to 
John Flieteher the dramatic poet. 

Phineas Fletcher was his son. 

Osmund Lake was also fellow of Kings CoU 
\tffiy Cambridge, and had the character of great 
learning. He was author of various theological 
works, and the Vicar of Ringwood, in Hamp« 
ihire. 

The referenced given in the course of this 
article will direct the more curious reader, where 
he may find any further information he may rer 
quire concerning Haddon, and renders it uq- 
necessary to dilate in this place on the cpntro* 
tifrsy between him and Osorio : Osorio bad vio* 
leatly abused the English nation, and Queea 
Elisabeth in particular, which occasioned on the 
fut <if Haddun a spirited reply» and many books 
were published on both sides. 

Clare Haddon was also of King's College* 
He waSt unfortunately, drowned when bathinj; 
in the river near Cambridge. He was a young 
ttta ^ gr^ hopes. 

« INCIPIT 
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'* INCIPIT LIBER ALEXANDRI MAGNI 
REGIS MACEDONIE DE PRELIIS/' 
In fine. 
Explicit Hystoria alcxandri magni. 4ta. 

This book is in the Gothic character, the 
same as the Dictys Cretensis, and Dares Phry- 
gius, described in my fourth volume, pp. 101, 
102. It is exceedingly scarce. See the Adver^ 
saria of Barihius, ii. 10. 

" Julius Valerius fabulosam banc de alexan* 
dro magno historiam Latinam fecisse dicitur, quse 
ab aliis (Esopo adscripta fuit. Est vero Mo« 
nachicujusdam non ineruditi et tantum olim fidei 
habuit ut a prudentibus etiam scriptoribus sit 
testimonio citata." 

Barthius did not know that this book was ever 
printed. Freinshemius in gommentario de scrip* 
toribus Historiarum Alexandri, ment;ions an 
edition in German published at Strasburg ia 
I486, but did not know of this, neither is aiij 
mention made of it by Panzer. 

It is a collection of stories, not very unlike 
our Tom Hickathrift, and Jack the Giant Killer* 
I give an example. 

" De pugna cu hominibus agrestibus'DeiiKle 
amoto exercitu perv^nit in campum qui dicitur 

lactea 
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lactea ct castra metatus est ibi. eratque in cer- 

cuitu ipius capi codensa silva ex arboribus fructi- 
teis ex qbus vivebant holes agreates habitates in 
eadem silva. Erantque ipsi homines maximorum 
corporum velut gigantes induti vestimentis pel- 
liciis qui cu vidissent exercitu alexandri castra^ 
metati ibi continuo exierunt de ilia silva multi* 
tudo eorum maximatum totis longis in manibus 
ct cepcrut pugre cum exercitu alexandri. Vi- 

' dens alexander suos deficere afT illos precepit 
militibus suis ut oms vociferarent magnis vocibus 
factumque est stati clamore perterriti ipsihoniine9 
fugere cepert per silvas eo quod non erant cog- 
niti audire humanas voces, alexander aut et mi* 
lites sui insequtes eos occiderut ex eis sexcentos 
trig^nta quatuor. sed mortui sunt ex militibus 
alexadri cxxvii. Steterut aut ibi tribus diebus 

• comedentes poma illarum Arborum/' 
In the Bishop of Ely's collection. 
This certainly has the characteristic distinction 
of Ulric ZeFs booH namely, that of having 27 
lines in'a page. There is, however, some oc- 
casional variation, and particularly in the capital 
letters. 



II 
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DRAMATA SACRA, 

Comoediae atque Tragoedias aliquot e vcteri 
Testainei\tb desucnptac ^uibya praecipuae ipsius 
historian ita eleganter in ac.euam producuntu;;^ ut 
vix quicquaoi in hoc ai:giMi(iei;iti gonere juvjGjcitiili 
Christianas proponi utilius possit : ,magoa pactt 
nunc prinfium in lucem ed^itas. 

Earunp ,yqro Cataloguoi .atatim jx Pii^^fkijione 
invenies 

BasilcjK. 

In fine. 

Basiled zx Offi.cj^a Joannes Qporioi 
Anno salutis partae MiD.XLVII. JVlen^e Marlio. 
12 vols. ISmo. 

The above book is of great rarity. I knaw of 
only two copies. The Bishop of Ely hjas^oe^ and 
Mr. Stace, the bqokseller, had another, wliich i^ 
now, 1 believe, in the possession of. my frjiend, 
]\Ir. Todd. ; 

It is particularly described in De Bure, No. 
2869, where we are informed that the pieces oi 
which the volumes are composed are by difFereni 
authors. The tragedy of Haman, which is the 
third piece in the second volume, was by th< 
celebrated Thomas Naogeorgus, who was th< 
author of the Regnum Papisticum# 

A 
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As the vdipmeB are so ii^common, I shall give 
their contents with the names of the respective 
imthorji« 

Tom j, , 

L ProxoflastuSi a tragi-comedy on the 
creation, by Hieronymus Zieglerus. 

S. jElvA, a comic piece, abridged from Philip 
Melancthon by Xystus Betuleius Augustanus. 

3. Isaac J Immoz^atio, a comedy, by Hiero- 
nymus Zieglerus. 

4. Joseph, a comedy, by Cor. Crocus Am- 
8terodamus. 

5. Joseph, a comedy, by Andreas Dietherus 
Augustanu&( 

. 6. NoHOTHESiA, a tra^-comedy, by Hiero*' 
pymtis Zieglerus. 
7- Sahsok, a tragedy, by the same. 

8. Ruth, a comedy, by Jacobus Zovitius 
Driescharufl^. 

9. Helj, a tragedy, by Hieronymus Zieg- 

Tom II. 

1. SAFiENtiA SoLOMONis, a tragi-comcdy, 
by Xystus Betuleius. 

2. JoBus, a comedy, by Joan, Lorichius Ha* 

damarius* 

S S. HAMilNUS^ ^ 
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'3. Ham ANUS, a tragedy, by Thomas Nab- 
Igcorgus. 

4. Judith, a tragi-comedy, by Xystus Be* 
tuleius. 

5. Susanna, a tragi-comedy, by Xystus Be* 
tuleius. 

: 6.'Bel AND thxDhagon, a tit^dy, tran-r 
slated from the German of Xystus Betuleiu* 
into Latin; by Martcnus Ostermiricherus Augus- 

tanus;*'^ - ^"'- '*"'"' *■''" 

7: ■ ^ofeoBABET., a' comedy, tralrtshitcd also 

from the German of Xystus Betiifeiiis; by Joanri; 

Ettemicf^ AugiistahtuJ; 

Mr. Stace*s copy formerly beldft^d 'to Mr. ^ 
Crofts, and afterwards to Mr. Fazakelrty. •' 
;^ nPficre is nomentro& of the abgVe'irai^ Volume? 
in Maittaire. - .-*> :;. v 

The tra^-^omedy^of Regntjm Paj|iisft1c6m, by 
Thomas Naogeorgiis, m6nticlned p.:S26J *ras sO 
exceedingly popular in its day, that-it^Was trftns^ 
iated itito all the languages of Eu*op*i •■■ 

It was first published without name of pla^ 
or printer, in 1540. 

Naogeorgus published also various other works 
of reputatiop. 



I 
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JOANNIS REUCHLIN PHORCENSIS, LL. 

t 

Doctoris comoediss duae, Scaenica Progymnas- 
i} mata hoc est ludicra praeexercitameta^ ct Ser- 
gius vel Capitis Caput. 

Colonise excudebat Joannes GymnicuSj Anno 
DM.XXXVII. 12mo- 

These two comic pieces, by Reuchlin, are 9f 
extraordinary rarity. The copy of which I have 
the use belongs to the Bishop of Ely, and was 
tj- formerly in the collection of Dr. Lort 

The author, John Reuchlin, was a very learned 
man, who greatly assisted in the revival of lite- 
rature. He was much esteemed for his various 
works, which consisted of a Greek Lexicon, 
and a Greek Grammar; • He was also the friend 
of Cbalcondylas, Politian, Picus of Mirandula, 
and other eminent scholars. He changed his 
Dame to Cc^pnio, which it seems is synonymous^ 
with the German word reuch or ranch, which 
means smoke. He also had a considerable sbar§ 
in the composition of " Epistolae Obscurorum 
Virorum." 
I subjoin the prologues to these two pieces, 

wbich sufficiently explain their several contents. 

ft 
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Novus Poeta sentiens actoribtis 

Spacium deesse temporis^ quo se parent 

Vertit statim quam fecerit comoediam 

la ludum anilem quem vocat progymnasoiati^' 

Nee argumento nee stylo sublimia* 

Nam uxbris ses reconditum vir inveiiit 

Ac subtrahit^ servo remaudat improbo 

Idem furatur atque juri sistitm* 

Astu advocati ipsum advocatum decipit*' 

NoQ est solata Oratio^ sed vtncidis 

lambicis trimetns ligata cornice^ ^ 

Optans poeta placere paucis Tersibus 

Sat esse adeptmn gloriae arbitratus est* 

Si autore se Germanias scola luserit 

Grsecanicis et Romuleis lusibiis. 

Nobis favete nunc et hujus fabuke 

Aureis benignis commodate actoribos. 

The title of the second piece is 

JoANNia RiucHLiN Phorceksis 

Sergius. 
It is iatroduced with the fotlo^ing prolog^ 

Si unquam tulistis ad jocum yestros pedes 

Aut si rei aures prft^buistis ludicrae^ 

In hac novi obsecro poetse fabula 

Dignemini esse attentiores quam antea, 

Non hie erit lasciviae aut libidini 

Meretriciae/ aut tristi senum curae locus, 

Sed bistrionum exercitus et scommata* 

Nam Buttuvatta reperisse creditur 

Calvariam cujusdam Anilis Sergii, 

Qui erat Mahometi magister primitus 

Quo Sei^iufl fit 2K>8iea huic Comaedis. 

Fa 
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Tatetur ipse Scriptor Antiqius sefcus 

Fcdflse consuetudinem sitnul et novis, 

Quod scripsennt illi trimetro et tetratnetro^ 

At hi soluta Ch^tione licentius 

Ambobus excessit via nuperrimus^ 

Hie ille noster^ namque in omnibus unico ' 

Gencre usus est^ quod pau'citas facit actuumj,. 

Breviiate temporis coacta fabric!. 

Num: DOS petit favere ineptitiidini^ 

Si senserit placiiisse primitias suas 

Faciet deinceps iiitegras comoedias. 

The first piece is divided into five acts, and 
has music introduced in it : the latter piece con* 
aists of three acts only. 

In the Bishop's copy is the following note ia 
the hand writing of Dr, Lorfew 

Acta ludis februis in aedibus illustris Principis 
ct reverend! domini Joannis Camerarii, Dal- 
borgii Vargeonum Episcopi, Heidelbergse ; 
Egere, J. Dornberger, J. Elbz, J. Lutz, J» 
Merhet, H. Quaick, J. Grypo, J. fiuhel. Mo- 
des fecit Daniel Meget. Pridie Kal. februarios 
Anno 1497. 

Morhof. Vol. i. p. 223, thus speaks of Reuch- 
lin : " Ille excitatis Hebraicis et Graecis Uteris 
adversus rabiosam Monachoruin pertinaciam et 
Judaeorum quorundam perfidiamjanuam aperire 
elegantioribus et purioribus Studiis visus est." 

Reuchlins life has been written by Pllugerus, 
Murmelius^ and by PaulusMerula^ but more par- 

Q 4 ' ticularly 
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ticularly and fully by Joannes Henricus Majuf,^ 
a book, according to Morhof, of much curious 
information. Morhof. V. i. C. 19- art. 37* 

An earlier edition of this dramatic piece oc^ 
curs in the Valliere Catalogue, Belles Lettres, 
No. 2(J78, where we are informed that it was 
the first which was composed for the instruction 
of the German youth. 

Another work, by Reuchlin, deserves a distin- 
guished place io the catalogue of scarce book^ 
gamely : 
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Jo. Reuchliki de SladuneDtls Hebraicist 
Librilll. 
Phorcae. MDVL 

* > 

In the preface to this book, Reuchlin inforsu 
the reader, that, at the age of twenty, he had com* 
piled a dictionary. 

$ee Maittaire> vol. ii, p. lS4v 
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D. JOANNIS CHRYSOSTOMI HOMJUMt 
DVM VERSAE QUIDEM PRIMUM NUNC 
et per excusionem editae, una cum dramate lepida 
nee aspernabili PLUCHIRI MICHAELIS, 
Godefrido Tilmanno Cartusise Parisiensis mo- 
nacho, Interprete. 

His adjuncta est appendix ex Chrys. Sophronio 
et Joan. Cassiano pro secunda editione. 

PARISIIS apud Sebastianum Novellium sub 
iiconiis in via Jacobo^. 1554. 12mo. 

This is a very rare tract, and the dramatic 
piece of Pluchirus, which is here first publisbedj^ 
renders it of remarkable curiosity and value. 
This is written in very pure Greek iambics, and 
is accompanied by a Latin version. 

Dramatis hujus Personam sunt. 

!• Agrestis sive ruricola, 

2. Sapiens. 

S. Fortuna. 

A. Musoe. 

5. Chorus. 
There is a great deal of comic pleasantry in 
this piecQ, The countryman begins with an ad* 
dress to Fortune, whose aid he implores with 
lofty epithets; the philosopher restrains him, 
and asks why be applies such elevated terms to 

a vile 
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a vile ugly lame old woman ; Fortune orerhean 
him complaining, and is offended at his vilifying 
her who exercises such supreme sway from earth 
to heaven ; slie tells him that it is not Fortune 
whom he ought to reproach, but the Muses, and 
adds, that if he has not the gifts of Fortune, ^ 
he has those of eloquence and- poetry. The 
Muses and the chorus then appear, the- chorus 
takes the part of the Muses, and reminds the 
](>hiIosopher of the fevoiirs he has received from 
the Muses ; he in return alledges that these gifts 
6{ the Muses have never done him any good, he 
cannot get bread with them, and expresses his 
desire that he had rather been a ploughman, a 
ilhoemaker, or a mason, or indeed of any mechanic 
trade. The Muses now take up their own vin- 
dication, and enquire of the philosopher why he 
iio viliiies their favours. In return he says, that he 
is starving ; the following dialogue takes place ; 
why, say the Muses to the philosopher, do you 
so hate us ; because, he replies, I starve ; well, 
they return, but there are herbs and grass ; what, 
says the philosopher, would you make an ass of 
me. 

cof Of • Kai tic iror so^riv 19 /acOd ; ^aOnv 9f Aea 

cof Of* Oivoc tt TIC ircf vxci^ ixiitacxtrt 

E^ y»f vJftf tjpitfmHi yairrif or. 

S Fortune 
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Fotftutie here interposes, artd tell* him h9 
ought to be ashamed of himself ibr using strcfal 
knguiAge to the Muses; upon this the philodo- 
pher turnis inf great trrath and abuses IVTadMi^ 
Fortune soundly, do you, suppose, says he, ttaoi 
Iwookt not rather have my belly fun> and' good! 
cloaths to my back, t|ian these same gifb ai 
eloquence and poetry, which compel me to live 
on roots, and to go in rags. On this, the Muses 
tell him that since he seems so little to merit 
their distinction^ he may hereafter be rich and 
luxurious, and the philosopher is very willing - 
to make the experiment 

This tract Is in the Bishop of Ely's collec- 
tion. 

My diligent endeavours to find some account 
of Michael Pluchirus have not been successful; 
I have in vain consulted Saxius, Placcius, Mait- 
taire, Morhof, and others. Morel reprinted the 
above drama ; and I learn from Fabricius, first 
edition, v. xiii. that Maittaire republished it in 
a quarto volnme. The title of which was 

" Michaelis Maittaire Miscellanea Grajcorum 
aliquot Scriptorum Carmina cum versione Lattna 
etnotis. ^ 1722." 

The title given in this volume to the tract of 
Pluchirus is 

Plochiri Michaelis Poematium Dramatic 
cum breve^ Musarum et Fortunes Querimoniani 

continent^ 
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continens^ cum lambica Fed* Morelli metSL^ 
phrasi, ex edit 1593, 8. 
. Froni the specimen I have above given, thd 
reader will be inclined to think that it should 
rather have been called Philosophi Querimonia, 
for it is he who reproaches and complains of the 
Muses and Fortune. 
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JOH RODOLH WETSTENII, Eloq. deb 
LGr. in Acad. Basil. Prof. 

PRO GRiECA ETGENUINA,lingucGnBai 
Pronunciatione, contra Dovam atque a ririsdbctis 
passim propugnatam pronunciandi ratioaem ^ 

." OrATIONES APOXOeKTIGJfi« 

Quibus adjecto sunt Orationes quacdam mif^ 
cella« • . 

SecQivda hac Editione, accedunt 
. L Apologia pro .fide Helvetica, opposite li- 
{)enofaiiio80, La. Suisse'' deoQasqu^*. 

IL Dissertatio Epistolica de Aooeoituuin Gra-* 
corum- Antiquitate ^ et usu. Ad Aoipliss. Dl 
Auton. Magliabecbium. 

III. Dissertatio Inauguralis, de fato Scripto^ 
rum Homerr per omnia secula Cum Indicibus 
jiecessariis 

BASILEiE. 

Typis Jacobi Bertschi A.CIO.IOCLXXXVL 
Prostat Amsterodami 
Apud Henricum Wetstenium» 

This is a very rare and curious book replete 
with various and profound learning. 

Rod. Wetsteins dissertation is of great import* 
ance in the history of the Greek accentual marks; 
aud particularly when be proves from the com- 
munication 



I 

Biunications of Maliabechi and otbers, that they 
occur in what are called Uncial Manv* 

•CRIPTS. 

In the Bp^ndix Wetstenins Bas ^en soime 
extracts from the inedhod works of the Gram- 
■BBurian Dionyaim Thrax. 

A ficdteotioo i9£ the iDOOt important tmcts r&> 
lating |0 itfais controv.ersy conceroii^ G^'eek mc^ 
cents, was published at LeydcA by Havercamp 

They consist of two octavo volume;;, and cooir 
prebend what b«i beexi wrdten OQ.tfaefiUibyc^by 
Meierobus^ fiew, CerattnuSy U, (iStc^taAus, 
£rasmus, Stepbanus VinJtoo, XbdkfWi' Smitbi 
ICarliiiiifi^ Schmidt Pastdlus* TJbe inm^ cmious 
mqusrer ioto this matter may also consult wilh 
advantage, Primatt, Gaily, foster, imdtJuslatQ 
ir^^j tearned fiiehop Horsley. 
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SENARIORUM MORAUUM LIBER. , 

Ex optimis vetustissimisque Grsecorum autQ7i«- 
bus, ad juventutiB iiberaJem iDstitutiopism ^uxta 
J4OCQS communes cjonscriptus. 

Uiia cum duoUus CAL£NDAEII$6chol93ticit 

|iro Gr^cas at Latins^ liBguae tyronibus e aaorfi 
Scriptura cohcinnatis. 

Accesser.unt etiam Epita^)^ in ^uorundaia 
fdarorum hominum tumulos. . 

Autore Jacobo Hbutelio Curiense^ 7v iff94h 

, Basileae. 

In fine 

Apud Jbannqm Oporinum^ anno Christr M.P 

LXL 12mo. 

This little volume contains^ firsts moral ada^ 
in Latin, such as 

Donum Dei non infimum abstinentia. 
Vis sanus esse ? affectibus fac imperes. 

2. A Greek calendar with proverbial sen- 
tences for every day of each month| as 

Februarius 

S^ Provcr- 
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5. Proverbial expressions of the same kind la 
Latin, taken from the Old and New Testament^ 
probably for younger students^ and not unlike 
Dr. Valp/s Greek sentences. 

A. Greek and Latin epitaphs, with Latin cpi- 
grams* 

In the collection of the Bishop of Ely. 

The above is a curious book; but the author, 
* 

Jacobus Herteltus, is still mor6 memorable 
ID literature, for having published at Basi^ in 
M.DLX. 

SeNTEXTIJE CoMTCORtilH. 

This is scarce indeed ; but I never saw it I 
'understand that it contains brief lives of the 
Comic Poets, to the amount of fifty, beginning 
with Alexis, Amphis, Anaxandrides, &c. and 
ending with Sotades, Straton, and Theognetus. 
'Prefixed is a fragment in Greek, with a Latia 
version of Platonius Grammaticus. This tract 
^s also found prefixed to the Greek Scholia oq 

» 

■ Aostophanesi, by Thomas Magister. 



DI 
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DE POESI GRiECORUM, 

I Libri Quatuor* 

Autore Abdia Pr^torio. 

Basileaer per Joannem Oporinumi. 12ina. 

The dedicatioD, which is lo Oporinus^ is dated 
Magdeburg. 1558. 12 mo. 

I know of no other copy of this book. 

It is divided into four parts. 

The first is on Quantity, with specimens taken 
from the early and best Greek poets. 

The second, which is most curious and im« 
portanty is on Feet and Metres. 

The third treats of different sorts of verse* 

The fourth, which is also very curious, dis- 
cusses the subject of Grammatical Figures. 

Saxius^ in his Onomasticon, speaks of de ge-' 
neralissimis Poeseos considerationibus Libellus, 
by this same author. This I have never seen. 

The tract above described belongs to the Bii^op 
of Ely. 
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MARGARITA PHILOSOPHlCA. 

In the front of this book is a very neat woodeft 
plate representing various figures, and in the cen- 
tre seven of the Muses ; then follows the index of 
contents ; aftef this is another engraving on wood, 
in tirhich a female figure is introducing a lad ta 
an edifice, from the apertures to which, are va- 
rious heads emblematic of the different storieSi 
vrhich the work contains. The female holds in 
her right hand a hornbook, in her left the key of 
the building, which probably is intended for the 
Temple of Knowledge. On the back of this plate 
is a copy cff verses addressed to the author, Gre- 
gorius Reisch, by his friend Adam Vuenherus 
Temarensis. 
In fine. 

Chalchographatum primiciali hac pressuraFri- 
burgi per Joannen Schottam Argeti. citra (sic^ 

festum Margareth® anno gratis^* MCCCCCIH. 

4to. 

This is on various accounts a very curious 

book. It is divided into twelve parts in the 

form of dialogues between the master and his 

pupil, and a number of very neat engravings ia 

wood are interspersed. 

The first book is on Grammar, a great part 

of which is in Hexameter verse, in the manner 

of lily. 

Tht 
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The second book is on Logic, the third on 
Rhetoric, the fourth Arithmetic, the fifth Music, 
with many curious plates of ancient music ; the 
sixth book is Geometry, the seventh Astronomy, 
with very singular plates, the eighth Natural 
Philosophy, the ninth Natural History, the 
tenth is ori the senses, the eleventh is oii the 
Irfiihortality of the Soul, and heis some plates 
representing purgatory and the state of the 
' damned in hell torments, the t^^relfth Mofal Phi- 
losophy. The book concludes with dn index of 
the contents of the \^hole, with accurate refer- 
ciices to each subject. 

A second edition of this work was printed at 
Batsil in 1535, and a: translation of it ill Itdiani 
Ira^ published att Venice in 1599- 

The three books were in the Crevenna coUec- 
tiort. 

There is no notice of this book in the Annals 
(tf Maittaire ; but, in his index, after quoting the 
Colojpbon, he observes : 

*^ Notandus est hujus subscriptionis Barba* 
rismus/' 
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FULGOSUS. 

Baptistse Fulgosi de dictis factisque memora* 
bilibus Collectanea a Camillo Gilino latina facta. 

In fine. 

De dictis factisque memorabilibus a rerum 
humanarum promordio usque in psens tempus: 
illis exceptis quae luculenter Max. Valerius edi- 
dit : opus a Baptista Fulgoso vernacula lingua 
conscriptum : et a Camillo Gilino latinuoi fac- 
tum : in quo satis discerni non queat, sitne vel 
proter (sic) varietatem voluptas major, vel in 
vita proter (sic) exemplorum niagnitudinem in 
evitado unitandoque mortalibus utilitas expres- 
sior : Jacobus Ferrarius Mediolani x Kl. Julias 
a redemptione Christiana anno M.DVIIII. im« 
pressit. Regnante Ludovico xir Gallorum rege: 
quo tempore accisis Venetorum rcljus quod, ad- 
dua; Pado: Mincio: Benncoque atquealpibus 
continetur: ab eis de Vicecomitum Sfortiano- 
runique principu manu dolo magis q virtute 
longo tempore extortum : ipse uno magnoque 
praelio mediolanensi ducatui restituit, qui huic 
impressioni privilegium ne intra decennium in 
ipsius finibus imprimi possit : aut aliunde inferri 
impressum sub gravi poena cocessit. Folio. 

This 
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This author was usually called the modern 
Valerius Maximus ; very little, however, seems 
to have been known concerning him ; according 
to Saxius he was elected Doge of Genoa in 
1478. The English Bibliographical Dictionary, . 
published at Liverpool, says he was Doge of 
Venice, but this is a palpable error. The book 
is very curious and scarce. See De Bure, No. 
6137; he calls it " Ouvrage Curieux et fort 
consider^ parmi les gens de lettres, les exem- 
plaires en sont assez rares." See also Panzer, 
vol. vii. p. 387, Maittaire, vol. ii. p. 198. 

The plan pursued is precisely that of Valerius 
Maximus. The work is divided into nine books. 
The first is on Religion, the second De priscis 
Institutionibus, &c. the third de fortitudine, &c. 
The examples taken are those of more modern 
times. Part of the fourth book treats de animi 
moderatione, and the following example may 
serve as a specimen. 
De LuDovico duodecimo^ Gallorum 

R£G£. I 

NuUus quoq. timor Ludovicum duodecimum 
Gallorura regem continuit, ut quodieCarolo oc- 
tauo uxorissuae fratri in regno sufFectus fuit: mi- 
nistrorum suorum uni quem percarum habebat 
morem non gereret. Nam ob rei foelicitatem pub- 
licari ac dono sibi dari fortunas petenti aurelia* 
nensis ciuis: qui in Ludouicum ipsum hostili 
animo semper fuisse putabatur: id quidem ne- 
\gauitatque alia maiora poUicitus est: Quid enim 

R 3 ad 
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ad tantum sublatus regnum iam uereretur : tie 
inimicum priuatum hominem pro arbitratu suo 
ulcisceretur : modestise igitur sola cura id non 
concedendi/ causa fuit. responsi enim genus ita 
esse test£Ctum reliquit : cum dixit iniquum pro- 
cul dubio uideri gallorum regem ueHe aurelia^ 
nensis ciuis injurrias ulcisci: quin iliud edam 
magis a modestia hoc profectum esse declaravit: 
quod repente ac prseter expectationecn in tantam 
fortunam evectus omnium iuiuriarium immemor 
omues eos qui Carolo paruerant : locis suis in 
honore apud se retinuit: ita ut excepta regi9 
persona quas mutata erat, nihil in Caroli, auU 
mutatum ex consueta specie uideretur : mirumq. 
omnibus esset Ludouico eos regi stipatores esse : 
qui olim captivum ex proelio duxerant et eidenf 
in honore illos astare qui ut in custodia tam diu 
seruaretur consuluerant atq. ipsos qui in carcere* 
eu asseruarant ea vultus, Itetitia bisq. animis 
quibus Carolo operam dederant inseruire ilU 
quem ante ut hostem captiuum habuerant. 

I never saw any other copy of this book, thaq 
jtbat vj^hich I possess myself. 
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OJVfELIA ORIGENIS, 

I have not been able to trace any particularg 
concerning the following curious little tract, for 
the loan of which I am indebted to Mr. George 
Isted. Il is printed in a very singular type, 
without signature,' catchword, number of pages, 
or printers name. Whether the copy I have 
examined is imperfect or not I cannot determine, 
but it has no title. At the top of the first page 
is Omelia origeois in white letters on a blade 
ground. The text comtpences with a beautiful 
oroaxnent^d capital, ^' Maria stabat ad monu- 
mentum foris ploraus." At the end in, /' Im* 
pres^u in alma civitate London, ad rogatu ma- 
gistri in Will'mi. Menimn socii collegji Ricardi 
Wbityngton. 

Lower down. In abchirche lane. ISmo. 

On the last page but one are these ver3es. 

A Ibu thy swetnesse who myght it se 
Aud there off hfive }| deer ki^wyng^ 
At eryely ♦ love bitter scholde l^e 
Pute th^ne alone wyth oute lesynge 

* Eryely, earthly, the y having the power of th aa, 
exemplified in yt for that. 

it i i ftm 
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I praie the lord that lore * lere me 
After thy love to have longynge 
And sadli sette myn herte in the 
And in thy love to have likynge 
JJo likynge love in erthe non is- ' 
In soule who conye '^ hym sadli se 
To love, that lord were muche blip 
For kyng of love called is he 
Wyth trewe love I wolde I \m 
3o harde til % hym bounden be 
So that myn herte wrere onli his 
And other love liked noif me 

Menima. 

By the name of Meniman being subscrit 
these verses, and as the colophon declare 
this book v^as printed at his request, it m 
presumed, that a person of this name wi 
author of the lines, and the editor of the 
J find, however, no such name in Ames 
p. 610, vol. i. of Ames, is an account of 
homilie of Marye Magdalene declaring her i 
Jove and zele towards Christ, written b] 
famous Gierke Origene, An homilie of . 
)iam, how he offered up his sonne Isaac, yi 
by Origene, newly translated." At the 
** a Prayf^r for married Persons, and a I 
generally for all Persons." 

* Lor^ lere me^ teach me th«^t learoiogr 
f Conye, can* 
% Til, to. 
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The curious little tract I have above described 
lias at the end two prayers. 

L Whan on wyl receve the blessed sacra- 
ment lette hym say thys prayere folowyng. Do- 
mine, &c. &c. 

2. The glorious sacrament receved say thus, 
** Vera perceptio corporis et saguinis tui d^us 
omnipotens n5 veniat micbi (sic) ad judicium 
neque ad condennationem, sed sit omnium pee- 
catorum meorum optata remissio, anime et cor- 
poris mei pxa gubernatio et potens ad vita putem 
et eternatn introductio. Per dominum." 
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FALSTERUS. 

Christiaki pAtsTERi, Memoriac Obscufa?, 
quarum par 

J. Scriptores quosdam Romanos, bactenus 
fere incognitos. 

II. Ingenia qtiffidam Rom. quae Litterarum 
gloria absque Scriptis floFuerunt* 

III. Monuaiepta nonnulla incertorum auc* 
torum, titulos et fragments. 

IV. Urbes Imperii Rom. Studiorum laude 
florentissimas, complectitur una cum Indice no* 
cesfiario. 

Hamburgi, apud Theod. Cbristophe Felginer, 
1722. 12U10. 

Falster's character as a 3cholar and a critic 
are sufficiently known, but ii\e following little 
work by this author, which is now exceeding^ 
scarce, is entitled to particular attention. It i9 
thus characterized by Dr. Parr, iri the preface 
which he was so obliging as to write for my tran-^ 
slation of Aulus Gellius. / 

*' Falsters Memoriae Obscura; is replete with 
rare and recondite erufditjon, and gives much. 
^xact infprmatioii labout sugh writers of antiquity 



I 
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as are known to us more by tlieir names than by 

their works/' 

The great learning with which this work is 
executed is sufficiently demonstrg-ted by the foF- 
lowing extract. 

L. Mlivs Stilo, 

Grammaticus sui temporis eruditissimus cla« 
rqs est inprimis testimonio Ciceronis in Bruto. 
Fuit is Ver (L. JEIius) omnino egregius et eque$ 
Romanus cum primis honestus e idemque eru- 
ditissimus et Graacis litteris et Latinis antiquita- 
tisque nostrie et in inventis rebus et actis, Scrip- 
torumque veterum litterate peritus, quam Scien- 
tiam Varro noster acceptam, ab illo auctam*^ 
que per sese Vir ingenio prostans omnique doc* 
triija pluribus et illustrioribus litteris explicarit." 
Conf. Qusest Acad. Lib. i. p. m. 35. Scilicet 
Magister Varronis fuit Stilo noster q.uctore GelUo 
Lib. i, c. 18. et Lib. j^vi. cap. 8, minime JF/i^/^ 
GalluSf uli contendit Turnebus quern refebit. 
Lud. Carrio Antiq. lect. Comment iir. cap. v. p. 
m. 62. De cognomine duplici iElii nostri, qui 
et Prceconinus dictus est, quod pater ejus prae- 
conium fecerat et Stilo^ quod orationes nobiiis* 
simo cjuique scribere solebat, vid. Suetonium de 
illustr. Gram. c. 2. et I'lin. lib. xxxiii. cap. i. nee 
non lib. xxxvii. c. 1. 

Sjcripsit ferro Comment avium de pi^oloquiis de 
quo memorit Varro lib. iv. de L. Lat. p. m. 36. 
ft lib. vi. p. 72. raeminit Galiius lib. xvi. cap. 8. 

Interpre- 



252 LIBRI MISCELLANEL 

Interpretatus est Carmina Saliorum^ uti refert 
laudatus Varro^ lib. vi. p. m. 65. et cum eo 
Festus in Molucrum^ ManioSy Pescia^ Satice 
Virgines apud quern et nonnulia ejusdem frag- 
mente extant in vocibus, Monstrum, Navcum 

KEBULO NVSCITIOSUS, ObSTITUM, OrBINA- 

I 

Rius Petaurestje, Portisculus, Sonticus 
Morbus Srbrcvta, Tamne^ victima, adde ex 
Flinio, lib. ix. Hist. Nat cap. S6. JElius Stilo 
Jugarthino vello unionum nemen infantum max* 
tme grandibus margaritis prodait (conf. Salmas 
Flin exercitat p. 11 69) addeGe//. lib* iii. cap.v2I. 
iii. c. 3. V. c. 21. vi. c. 15. x. c. 21. &c. et Quin* 
tiL 1. i. c. 26. De L. Stilone non opus est di- 
cere, qui multis port annis vixit^ occisus ab Im- 
peratore Severo uti auctor est in vitas hujus 
JElius Spartianus p. m. 321. 

My testimony after that of Doctor Parr can 
be of little avail, yet \ may be permitted to say,, 
that I never perused a book which in so small a 
compass communicated so much learned^ valu- 
able, and accurate information. 

There are two editions of this book; I have 
them. both; the first was much more confined in 
size and subject,^ and wa6 printed in 1719; the 
second, described above, is much enlarged and 
improved. 
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HOMER. 

Books of Homer separately published, per- 
haps as school books, but now of very rare oc- 
currence. 

Homeri Iliados. 

Liber Primus, Gr. Paris, Thibourt. 1657. 

Secundus, ap. eundem. « 1 653. 

Tertius, Par. ap. Sebast. Cremoisy. 1634. 

Quartus. ap. eundem. 1660. 

Quintus. Paris apud. Chapelet. 1639. 

Sextus. apud Libertum ut videtur. 

Septimus apud Libertunfi. 1631. 

Octavus ap. eundem videtur. 

Nonus apud eundem. 1628. 

Decimus apud eundem ut videtur. 

Undecimus, ap. €fundem. 169,5. ' 

Duodecimus. Par. MoreL 1622. 

Decimus Tertius. 

Decimus Quartus. 

Decimus Quintus* 

Decimus Sextus, Libert. 1622. 

Decimus Septimus. 1622. 

Decimus Octavus, ap. eund. 1621. 

Dedimus Nonus. 

Vicesimus. Libert. l621. 

Vicesimus. Secundus, ap. eund. 1628. 

Vicesimu3 
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Vicesimus tcrtius. 

Vicesimus Quartus. Libert. 16) f. 

Omnes Separatim excusi. 

The above are in the poBsession of the Bishro]: 
of Ely; 

I do not wish to be understood as recommend- 
ing the above Tracts as deserving the attenfioa 
of collectors; but the fact of their being thus se- 
parately published, may not be generally known. 
Morel also printed the books of Homer's Iliad, 
Odyssey, and Hymns, separately ; and of these 
there were copies in Askew's collection. 
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GESTA ALEXANDRI MAiGNL 

Concerning this celebrated poem, the reader 
may consult Warton's History of English Poetry. 
Dissertation, torn. !• The very curious copy 
which I have to describe, belongs to the Bishop 
of Ely, Maittaire makes no mention of it, which 
he probably would have done, if he had ever seen 
it, on account of the very remarkable colophon 
at the end. 

This copy has Pynson's mark, but I find no 
account of it in Ames. It should seem, that 
the famous Alexander Ross had it in intention 
to republish this poem ; this was his copy, and 
has his autograph, with the following dedicatory 
letter and complimentary verses from some of 
Boss's friends : 

Epistola Dedicatoria. 
Amico meo Clarissimo D. Petro Cardonnel. 
Accipe Amicorum clarissime, hoc sapidum, te» 
nellum, molle*, carmen, aureum, intelligendum 
vel puellis omnibus, cujus author non equidem 
hoc studuit. bullatis ut sibi magi pagina turges- 
«atf dare pondus idonea fumo. Dictionem hie 

^ Scaliger. + Persius. 

tensam 
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tersam et nitidam invenies, orationem eloquentise 
calamistris comptam non flaccidam enervem, 
languidam, nee rursus verbis sesquipedalibus 
ampuUanftem. Si materiam consideres elegan- 
tissimam utilissimamque historiam gestoruir 
Alexandri magiri continet, certe sive styluni, 
sive subjectum inspicias, dignam invenies qu« 
omnium teratur manibus quam*qiie adolescentes, 

, ^ Nocturna* versentq manu^ versentq diurna 

Doctor David Elinus medicus Regius et poela 
insignis jam ferme moriens poema hoc mihi in 
manus dat meaeq committil & mandat fidei ob- 
testaturq perdextram et ingenium meum, ut 
publici juris facia m neve sinam tantum thesau- 
rum quern mihi testamento legavit in musaei mei 
angulo inter blatfas et tineas pulvere et situ ob- 
ductum dintius delitcscere. Ego ut et illi et tibj 
morem geram, poema hoc transmitto, ut quando 
potes praelo subjicias; eoque libentius quod vitae 
tuus interius mihi jam dudum perspeqta est, ge« 
nerosa indoles nota, Genii et ingenii tui felicitas 
experta; neque n^e latet quanto ardore coneris 
rem literariam promovere. Spero me propediem 
Virgilium meum Evangelisantem cum Notis. 
iiecnon Epigramatum centuriam^ me, decan* 
tatam tela inter martiae, ad te missurum. Perge^ 
mi Cardonnelcj et poetam hunc ab inter itu vin- 

* Horace* 
8 dice, 
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tSic9^ ut to& oper4 et ine& e^ tf Uus tumulo^ fprtu* 
iiaUigue favilla 'ascan^ur vjiol^s. Yale. 
S Cal^Dd, Maitui Tui amantissimiie 

1644, Alexander Rocs. 

Tibe followuig vers^e^ are al^o by Ajeximder 
Jlo^i apd in bis own haad^wnting. 

Magnus Alexander pluris faciebat Homeruniji 

Quam tptas D^rij lu^uriai^t^ opes ; 
Quod nempi .Sacicbe I^i^de^ et £»ct^ Pebsgi 

Pl^fpctw ceoimt Qurmae Maeonides. 
Si tanti faciebat eum ^iii jc^rmine laudes 

Alterinis cecinit, ^uid ^facedo faceret^ 
Si Ggltere tuam vidisset 4octe poesin^ 

Qm^ Miacedikni resonas bfellica gesta ducisf 
Si fdix prac^ne fuit dux Graecqs Homeroji 

{''elix jDOQiie ti^o est carmine du^ ^][ac^()of 

Poctori Davidi Eclino, Medico Regip^ Alex^ 
i^n^ri Rbssaei Epigr^tn^t 

}fg^ mihi Persaruni gazae, nee diura Sabe»j 
N<Ki Arabum messes^ non Babylonia opes 

Arrident tantum, quantum mi munus £clino 
Docte tuum^i .vatis nempi poSsma sacri. 

Quantum Rex Macedo Galtero debuit, ecce 
Galterus tantum debet amice tibi. 

ViviC Alexander Galteri Carmine^ venim 

*. Qalf^nis vivit Munere jam Medici « 



The 



fh6 f6{H>wiiig cdttK^Httietitilof tttit$ 9x6 ad- 
dressed M ^l^]lin4«r R^ss, An hU pi^umeif 
ihtetitiiD^ to fefl^blish this )[)66i|l of the Aleicai^ 

ifreid 



Tq Alex&ndMm Rdss^om super Galtero, ipsiu3 
p^erk pb mis^ris neyocato^ Vji>(licta a Davide 
Eclino retort^. 

Dux Macecjitfii tolhiEAi pd^it mh volt dttftp 

Cui ^fHft tie digtio triideret imperium. 
jJnum vix tandhft^ et s6ttim obs^n'nvit iBcIinu^ 

GalteruiA ii^ biti te ^ucijlmd eripisf(6t. 
^rgo ut AletkUder GalUfo, sic fSbi Vitam 

Debet AIe!^&^<l)'i prditq ftosaaia su^^ 
Carmipa qaod per 16 6l)ilei^'nt de ^rgite Lett|^§ 

Ma^iUm il|unlk M^duM quab cecipere ducem. 
IKec sat eriat buro fr^hde^cer^ ni tibi cingat 

Debita^ervatp cive corona c^put* 

Th|s wa$ probably the ^rst 0^idofo. Thk aptfaor 
was ranked ampng the clc^^sics of the (itne, indeed 
according to Wartpn, an an<^tiym6t|s lit tin poet 
pf the thirtefentb tctat&fy, Cait$ HoflpfeV, Gualter, 
and HoVa66, lYih ihree grpat b^rojc poet§. 

It is in t{)is pqet tli^t the tri|;e V6r$e 30 qfter 
I'epeated is fpundy 

Incidis ii^ Scyllaip c^pien$ vitiife <Sharybdin. 

In bis sqventh book the author attndei^ to th 
|ni|rdpr qf TJioma? a Beck^t. 

?> Fl^ndri 
^ 1 



*Tlandria Robeitum Csesum dolet AngKaTlioman." 

The colophon, Which is very singular, is as 
follows. They may interpret it that can, I con- 
fess my ignorance. 

Galteri Poete Virgiliani carminis no infimi 
scrutatoris ac boAe Ppesios amatoris et imila- 
toris: AlexaQdreis f]nit feliciter. 

Preterit! serie revQliita tempof is annos > 
Humani generis e conditione notato 
Um telle ds^tis ad milia quloque 4ucjEti8 
Nascent! duo tot beda dat a proAopIasto 
Usque triumphatis ad bellica tepora magiH 
Id summa annorum \)\s niilia bina legutur 
Bisque quadrigiti decies aex bisque quatemS* 

The Bishop of Ely's copy has this title-page in 
MS. With many marginal notes from Quintus 
Curtius and others, and is probably that which 
was intended for the press. 

Galteri 

Alexandriados, sive Gestorum 

Alexandri Magni 

Libri Decem. 

Alexander Rossseus Aberdonensis 

Et marginalibus quibusdam notis 

Ex L. Cursio aliisque 

Locupletavit. 
Extracts are given from this work by Warton, 
but a^ th^ work is far from being common, I 

6 2 subjoin 
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subjoin a description of Aleican4cr's arnfouF aa4 
sword. 

T«rea enure tenus htrptm descendit ad imos 
Scama pedes, natum mordacem acumine dentis 
Castigare moras^ et penna^ addere plantis 
Ci4p^ W^^ ? ^^ ^^^'^ profugos praeveitere ciirsu 
Tentabit: si vox ncm expitat f(ut tuba leotum 
Cornupedem : aaltem stimulos latus audiat acre^. 
At leves fauiqeros peptuj^ue ^etur berile^ 
Vertice dependens triplici toga ferrea nexu 
!|St teretes ulnai| maculis circumligat uncis. 
Sed parcens oca)i8 hosten^ dat posse videri. 
Tutior ut lateat duplici protepta gsllero 
Corporis httmaui pars dignior : aenea eassis 
Imprimitur capiti : flanimantibiis ignea cristni 
Inseritar lateri rivos factura cruoris 
Dira Iu68 gladius : per quern Joris atria nigri 
Maoibus expectant vacifos implere penates. 
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PHILODOXlOS. 

Ttie Ibook which I am about to describe tnay 
truly be called " Libellus Rarissimus." 

Scaliger bokst^d thdt it was iaipol^sible for him 
to be deceived in regard to the style of the aa- 
ciente i six Verses were circulated as lately dis- 
covered, they were as follows : 

Here si qilcrelis^ ejulatti> fletibus 

Medicina fieret miseriis mortaliuniy 

Auro parandae lacrymse contra forent; 

Nunc haec ad renK)venda mala non magis valent^ 

Quam nsenia prsetici ad excitandos mortuos, 

Hes turbida 'consilium^ non fletum captant. 

These verses, which certainly are excellent, 
md have all the air of antiquity, deceived Sea- 
igcr so cfiectually, that he cited them iti bis 
rommentary on Varro as a fragment from Tfa- 
)ea, not long since discovered in an ancient ma* 
iuscript. 

Trabea was a comic poet, and lived in the 
^ear 600 of Rome* These verses were however 
uade by Muretus, who played Scaliger, his rivial 
ind competitor, this trick. Rollin, from whom 
his is quoted, seems not to have known that the 

s 3 first 
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first part of these verses is almost a literal tran-^ 
station from a fragment of Menander. 

The above exordium is to iDtroduce a forgery 
ef a no.liKss extraordinary kind. The Bkbopof 
Ely has^ the fbllowitig book^ 



Lepidi CoMlici Vbterfs, Phii.odoxio» 
Tabula. 

£x antiqtHta^e erutar ab Aldo Manticcio* 
Luc«. CIDiaXXCIIX. ^ 

The author of thks comedy was Leo ^aptista 
Alberti, who was bom at Venice in 1404, and 
was one of t3ie 'earliest seholarB that flourished on 
the re vi vaV of tetters^ It was wirinen, as i^(>pears 
from ihe prologue, in the 20th year of h& age, 
and was immediately distributed among his lite- 
irary friQnd& as the work of Lepidus, an ancienl 
Homan poet. As the rage for the ancients wa» 
then at its height, it was received with eagerness, 
and the supposed author was for a timie ranked 
with Plautus and Terence. 

It is singular that the learned cohtoniporftri&s 
of Alberti, should have been imposed upoa by a 
composition so pitiful and barbarous as 'this is, 
and so unlike the pure models which they appear 
to have had in their hands. But it is much mpre 
singular that the younger Aldus should have 
keen deceived by it^ at the end of ihe fol- 
lowing 



lowing ceptury^ aod should hare thought it won 
thy of publicatidn as a genuine work of an au« 
cient author. It is obrious from the pte^ce that 
such was his opinion. . 

There is no other editipri. . 1 am iddebtedfor 
the above account, and fot the use of the book^ 
to the Bishop of Ely ; and I pever saw a sebonci 
copy in any library or catalogue. 

That Aldus was compleatly deceire^^ h^ owlf 
words sufficiently testify^ 

This is l)i9 dedicationi : : ^ 

Ascario Persio, GraKiarum Littefaru^,,. j|jj| 
perijift^i Aca4€}roHi^ofl9pien§is Profe 
Aldus Manucius. S. P. D. 

Lepidam^ Lepidi Aotiqui^Cpx^ci^ qui^^js jHe 
sk, f|(|)lii)<ti(i;|Mi te,uutu^l«uditi&&iip)^ Persia quse 
cum. ad manus hieas.pe^y^qqrit^ ^per^ire nolui, et 
antiquitatis mihi ratiqpeip /faL^b^ndfiin .psse diixi* 
multa ^unt in ea obserYa^if^RO ^igna^ f^^fp tibi 
totius vetustatis sollertissiqvo^ indagat^ri, pon 
displicebunt. Mihi certe cum pJtacueFin^ i^^P^fi 
cum meo sensu congruere judjca^iri, ^iiod ^e p^* 
clare norim qui tua consuetudini-fafQ diu ^u^vis-^ 
simi sim usus, nuncque ea iniucundissimi caream. 
J*ac me ames, quando ego te maximo tuo merito 
in oculis fero. 

Vale et Antonium fratrem tuum, etdoctrina, 
et probitate insignem cum ad eum . Patavium 
scribes^ salvere plurimum a me jube* 

s 4 Lucae, 
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LiiODy ex illustris viri omni liberalt docUxno! 
ornatissimi, Vincentii Merochii Aiexiano. XIII 
Kal. Jf ov. 

a3l3XXVlL 

From a book Which' is 60 rery r*re, that no 
other copy is khown, I tnay well be excmrsd for 
dilating somewhat more than usual, t'wbjoid, 
therefore, the Argument, the Dramatis Personsv 
and the Prologue. . 

Persbuee. 

Philodoxus, adelescens AthemensfSk 

DitonuSi Senex; Tychite liliertuSy Doxice co* 
itavicttrcrs* ' 

Fronttsii^ A^nieifisis, amicus Phikkfoxl et 
Vir Mnymisef. 

PotentiOj Senros Tychiay. 

Fortunius TrassiSy ftddtescen^' chria ILTjAim 
filius adopUvus : temerariui« - 

Doxia nmtrona Civin R^ 

a 

Formia soror Doxies* 
Mnymia, AhciUa» 
AfituaVerga: 
Chr6nos,/Scttex/ 
Tychia, Matroaaw 
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Philodoxus adolescens D6:kiam Romanabir 
eiTem a»at perdite, estque ilH fide optiftia et 
singular! amicilta, conjonctus FrontiBisr qditum 
omne consiliortrm eongerat. Dat operatt* Fron^ 
tisis amici causito, Dftonirm atnatae c<mdvicimiinff 
benevokntia sibi fit advfnciat plurimum, functtr-^ 
que officio, Df tonus lidem {rrarstat rei defuturum 
se numquam. Dempitt t€ro iide ab bis cauta 
isiutia res omms agitur qutt ad amoretti^it. Posff 
tflterim Forttrntas, Poientionis suasu -hante Dox-^ 
fam cupere cam occeperit, daf is* legafis aeeep-' 
toque repudio, abnegat omires byAienSM)S' quirt 
rel potius vi in aedes subiil, Fimiamque; i>^Kia^ 
iororem unicam vitiat. ' 

Tandem Mnymias ductu, ejusque reperto viro 
Frontfsi edkto Chronos, ita perfectum est ut se- 
datis omnibus, banc eompressam hie leneat^ banc 
amatam hie alter Capiat 

Tiie sister of Doxia,^ in the dramatis person^ 
is called Formia, which must be an error of life, 
press, I presume in the former^ for she is cttled 
^mia in the play itself* 
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LEPIDI COMICI 

PHILODOXIOS 

FABUL.E. 

l4tOLOG.VS. 

' Nx>n diu pmciuit temporits pcstqiiam ebibi t | 
& iiesciOp an abunde nimis. . Sed erit nobis in- ! 
dkaOj. <|uqi4 debibundo «exantlarim quam. longe 
IkMtes^ si apud vos loquar baib^eu Nunc aus- 
ctUtote. & iodiciuin dat?, Exoratuoi capi uenic^ 
banc vnam eingularem precibus e nobi» ut ini' 
petriem gtattamA non ad lAltuperiuni in postremis 
dari» si pr<£tf^r yostra^ de nobis exspectationem 
10 ncgotiuNp pi^. ad: §cribundas , fabulas miserim. 
Quod siibpc.^ensero uiqstra pro facilitate e nobis 
posse, a^cipiaoi id pro summo, ut erit, operas 
pret^q: diffundai^oque, quam bic subgero^ fabu* 
lam, usque adfiuat in uulgo nianus. H^nc et 
ueroy ^ inter. nps. familiarem iiitellexerx), animo 
iustitutionpin punam fortassis ad procreandas 
reliqiias. (tvqnc ^sumite id uestra ex animi 
humanissimitate miluque/ aetaliq meae, preci- 
bu^q>a{^vid uos^iieis coucedite, sinite, jut exorem. 
Nj^nvqiLulevn cupi(\ non peto in laudem trahi, 
qupi^ hac uigesicna annorum meorum aet^te, Imnc 
ineptius scripserim fabulam. 

Verum exspecto ir,de haberi apud uos hoc 
persuasionis, non uacuum me scilicet, non ex- 
undique incure meos obiuisse annos. Datis ne 
admodum hoc gratias ? £t datis, uideo. Ergo 

a me 
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e cupitis fabulatn. Hercle, & bellula est 
int, ^ui amenty qui decipiant> qui construant 
>s. Certiores uos reddo. Hsec est fabula. 
odoxios haec dicitur febula. Quid con- 
:tatis?.quid penditis? Fabuiss nomen e^t 
0, iam DUDC uideo : amplius me vobis pO.tum 
is. Dixero : Sum cautus demens^ & msjcitw 
ens. Hoc babetis iam: Nomen Lepidus. 
ha: hse. et uos lepidi eatis» , Ergo banc 
!te fabulaoL 



PLATONIS 



96s hbri mscmixiOtL 



l*LATdNI$ lilfeNtXtNtJS sive Funebnl 
Exhprtaf io &d Palriafn ' fCinandelifi tf tqut defei^ 






' AnieB his riia(}^ ntt tftetrtioft of this feook, which 
deserves the attention of coUectoit's, a^'well froih 
its great rarity, as because it was the first Greek 
book Which W8(s printed at Cambridge. 

The snlalter pi6ce& 6f Lucian, with the title of 
l^pidiSsimumLticiariibpusColum,nEPIAi1'AAOT^ 

^prihted ^t Cambridge in 1521, were Latin tran- 
stations froin the Greek. They ivtre pHnted by 
John Siberch^ and the translator wto Henry Bul-^ 
lock^ 

The printer of this tract of Plato w«s Thomas 
Thomasius, or Thomas. He was a Fellow of 
King's College^ and had a license to print for 
the University; but the Stationer's Coinpany dis^ 
puted the privilege, and seized the press. Thd 
privilege seems afterwards to have been admitted 
and restored. 

Thomas appears to have been an excellent 
^ scholar, and was the author of a dictionary, 
which, for a time, was in considerable reputation, 
and was dedicated to Sir William Cecil. 

The 
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Tbe book above-mentioned is printed in a very 
fieautifuL type^ 

Having mentioned the first Greek book print* 
ed at Cambridge, the reader may not be diai 
pleased with the information, that the iirst 
l^ook printed in I^pndon was^ 



D. JOAKNis Chr7sostomi Homilt^c du«% 
Gnece et Latfne, nunc primum in lucem ediiae 
Interpret! Joanne Cheko Cantabrigiensi. 

Apud Keyneruni Wolfium in ccemiterio divi 
Pauli ad signum iaenei Serpentjs, Lpndini, )54S» 
Mense August!. 4to. 

The book is inscribed, by Cbeke, 'to Henry the 
Eighth ; and the circumstance of his editing the 
book, is thus detailed in Stfype's life of this illus* 
trious scholan 

** It was about the year 1543, that Cheke, be- 
ing still in Cambridge, gave the first specimen in 
print of his Greek learning, as well as publick 
testimony of his gratitude to the King. For bay* 
ing gotten an authentick Greek MS, or two of 
S. Chrysostoms Homilies, he translated them 
into elegant Latin, and printed them at London, 
with a dedication thereof to his sovereign prince 
lind patron, the King. Wherein he took ecca* 
sion to acknowledge and extol the King's free 
l^qd voluntary munificence towards him, in mal(« 

ing 
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ing him first his scholar^ and then his Greek lec* 
turer. Dating it from Cambridge, i^t Christmas 
1543^: subscribiog himiself, Tute Majestatia Scho- 
lasdcus et assiduus Precator: i.e. Your Mu 
jesty's Scholar aod daily Bedesman, as the pbrasf 
then was." 

This rare book has, both in the beginning and 
at the end, the representation of a tree, the fruits 
of which some boys arc above shaking from the 
tree, whilst others beneath are gathering them. 
In the midst, in capital letters, is the word 
Ch A RITAS, and the quotation, in Greek, from 
St, Paul : 

*H dyuwti ^flTii rot f ftur?;, ^««po9v/ui| &€• ScCm 



I cannot leave the subject of Sir John Chekc^ 
without paying the following tribute to bis fwm 
and memory. ^ In Stry pe's life of Cheke, we have, 
at p. 159, the form of the recantation whieh>he 
"was obliged, by the abominable cruelty of Queen 
Mary, to subscribe. What his real feelings and 
sentiments were, in the last hours of his life, uf- 
pears from the following note, taken from my 
copy of Strype's life of Cheke, written ia a very 
fair hand, and is by no means unworthy of being 
trainscribed. 

'' Of Sir John Cheke I shall take the liberty 
to^ insert a very memorable passage, which, as it 
escaped the revereuda^ithor of hislife, and siever 
yet wus published, may serve to .clear up xhe cha- 
racter 
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raster of that great man, particularly relating to 
bis unhappy fate« It is an extract from a ma- 
nuscript letter of Dr. Sandes, afterwards Arch- 
bishop of York, to Dr. Pylkington, aftei'wards 
Bishop of Durham, wherein are recited his last 
words, which is as follows. 

" Sir Jfohn Cheke did, before many witnesses^ 
testi6e both his faith and the religion he had at 
first professed in the reign of King Edward Vf. 
and bitterly lamented that he ever had, by the 
persuasion of his friends or the infirmity of his 
flesh, against his conscience, departed from it: 
and had, 60 far as in him lay, brought a scandal 
upion the Gospel of Christ: but, however, he had 
sincerely repented of it, and was very certain of 
the mercy of God, whose spirit witnessed to his 
spirit, that God, for Christ's sake, had forgiven 
hhn this sin. Which when he had said, he ex- 
horted, with great earnestness and niany w^ords, 
all the t)y-standers, (of which there was a great 
pumber) that they would constantly cleave to, 
^nd continue in that faith and religion which 
fhey had professed in the reign of King Edward, 
nor suffer themselves to be removed from it, no, 
not if an angel from heaven should endeavour to 
persuade ^tbem otherwise. These and many other 
things he said before many witnesses (as Dr. 
Sandes affirms from thie best authority) just be- 
fore be ended his life. 

" This 
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'^Tbis happening in the reign of Queen M^] 
lidd$ great weight jtQ wh^t he saic), and m 
serve to sii^ence the vain boasts qf the Romanis 
who have often crqclly triunophed in the fore 
recaptajtioq of S^r John Cheke; for whiph, jthoi; 
he would never forgive him^lfe, yet he had d 
4ity enough to forgive them. As Sir John Ch( 
inras 0np of the greatest favourites of I(ing I 
>var4f which appears froqti the several gra 
fnadjp to hin^ as a reward for the pqtips h^ t( 
}n the instruction of that prince, so np qne i 
ipore maligned aqd hated hy Qu^en Mary, 
appears by (he tragic^.! account of bis misi 
{tunes, which, no doubf:, were in a good meas 
owing to his great iQjai] ip hl^ ^tng h^r brot 
pn the Protestj^nt religloi)/* 

A smal} part of tlie foltqwing elegant ven 
written by Leland, upon Sir John Chek^, 
quoted by Strype ; but the reader probably i 
pot object to see thetn altogether. 



Ad ^bt^llum de p. J. Cheke^ 

Si vis lliespiadum choro probarf 
Fac ut cousilio, Libelle, nostro 
Facundo stiideas placere Checo, 
Quern Pandioniiip colimt AtheuaBj 
£t quam Roma cqlit diserta multumj 
Qiiem Rex maxiinus ooinium supremusquc 
Henricus reputans virum probatum, 

Spectatum 
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Spectatumque satis, reconditteque ' 

Censorem solidum eruditioniSi 

Edvardum Vere filiuni^ suilmquej 

Haerfedem puferum illi ad alta natmn^ 

Sic concredidit, utriusque linguak 

Flores ut legeret venustiores> 

Exercens iacili manu labore 

Et Christi imbiberet suave nectar> 

Felicem arbitror bunc diem fuisse 

Taoto discipulo d^dit magistrum 

Quae talem. Unde suo venusta alumnO 

Granta assurgit et excitata plaudit. 

Quod jussi facias velini libelle 

Checum concilies tibique amicuni* 

Is'si te nivea manu tenebit> 
^ Perlustraus oculo tuos serene 

Versus. O facile inter eruditos 

Expectare potes locum poetas, 
J , Et famam domini tui per orbem 

I^te extendere. perge quo parabas« 

Three prints of Sir John Cheke, have, at dif- 
ferent times, been published. One in Holland's 
Heroologia Anglica ; another, of a smaller size, ' 
in Knight's life of Erasmus; and a third, la 
Strype's life of Cheke. 

Having above specified and described the first 
Greek books printed at London and at Cam- 
bridge, the article may properly be concluded 
with notice of the first Greek b6ok printed at 
Oxford : this was at a period of no less than 
forty-three years after Cheke's book, 

T D. JOANNIS 
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D. JoANNis Chrtsostomi Archiepiscopi 
Constantinopolitanuhomilis Sex, ex manuscrip- 
tis codicibus no<ei Collegii Joannis Harmari 
ejusdem Coll. socii et Graecaruoi literarum in 
inclyta Oxonieiisi Acaidetuia Professoris Regii. 
8va 1586. 

Ames omits to tell us^ that this was the first 
Greek book printed at ^ Oxford ; and satisfies 
himself with observing, that it is printed in a 
beautiful Greek letter. 

From the above, it appears, that Oxford may 
claim the honour of having printed Greek, one 
year before her sister University. 

John Harmar, the editor of the above work, 
was a distinguished person in his day, and was 
eminent for his learning, both sacred and pro* 
fane ; and is called by Wood, a subtle Aristote- ! 
lian. j 

He disputed with the most illustrious doctors ^ 
of Paris, on subjects of teleology ; and was pria* 
cipally concerned in the translation of the New 
Testament into English, at the command of F 
James I. |! 

The three curious and rare books above de- i 
scribed, are all in the collection of the Bishop of ' 
Ely. • 
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UAkCi MtJSURi CItfeTENSiS Cdi-riifetf 
ii^mirancluftt iii PlatonetU. 

Una cum refsione Latina et elfegatitislslmi Ze^ 
nobii AQciaioli Metaphrasi Poetica in gratlatii 
Studiosae JuTehtutis nuttc s^paratiiA editiitn A 
Philippo Mudchefo^ 

Amstelod. M.D^ 

This exceedingly seafcfe tt^ct U atiO itthecdi^ 
lectioo of tht Biishop 6f Ely, and I knoni^ of qO 
other copy. Frofti this particular on^, Dr, Fost*# 
reprinted that, which appears at the end of hi^ 
£ssay on Greek Accents ; for,, aftef much and 
diligent enquiry, be could obtain no others 

*' Cum anno proximo hoc poemsi imprimetii' 
dum curarenii nulla mihi istius prsiter Aldinam 
et Basileensem una cum Platonis operibus edito 
neQ uUa omnina versio nota est. Postea vero 
ab amico quodam monitus^ banc Elegiam sepa- 
ratim esse editam a Philippo Mu]^ch£RO eum 
versione, & libellum eum sedulo sed frustra quae-* 
sivi, donee copia ejus benigne mihi facta esset ab 
viro eruditisvmo Ant AsHEWf M'D. ex ipsius 
bibliotheca optimis Codd omnibus prsesertim 
Grascis instructissima." 

Foster on Acc^ota^ 2d Edit p. 40^ 

T« It 
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It is no less singular than true, that neither of 
the editions of Plato, by Ficinus first, and after- 
wards by Serranus, Contains this elegant poem, 
ivhich partly is employed in expatiating on the 
merits of Plato, partly in complimenting Leo X, 
instigating that pontiff, with many arguments, to 
' declare war against the Turks. The immediate 
fcffcjct of the poem, was the appointmepi: of Mu- 
sums to the Archbishopric of Malvasia, in the 
Morea. 

A very spirited, and truly poetical translation, 
pf the Poem,* may be seen in: Roscoe s Life of 
JLeo the Tenth, voL ii. p 342; witli-the.conclu» 
«k>n of which I shall adorn my volume* 

Thus by the strain Immortal Plato fired, 

Sliali mighty aims eogage his ardent mind ; 
Such once his father's glowing breast inspir'd^ 

llie friend of peace, the hght of human kind* 
n' Then whilst his wond'ring eye this form shall tracts 

In full dilated majesty outspread, 
llie sacred features of thisr beaming facv. 

And ample honours of this hoary head. 
Awhile in pleased attention shall he bend. 

And to thy precepts lend a willing ear ; 
But now thy destinM hour arrives — ascend. 

And join the triumphs of the heav'nly sphere. 

A very neat edition of "^this Elfegy was also 
printed at Cambridge, in 1797, by Mr. Butler, 
of St. John's College, with illustrations^ and the 
Latin version^ by Zenobio Acciaioli. 

DR. 
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DR. ALDRICH. 

. . Dr. . Henry Aldrich was Dean of ChrisJ; 
Church, Oxford, and eminent in almost every 
branch of science. He was particularly distin- 
guished in his controversies with the Papists, in 
the reign of James II: he excelled in music, 
and, above all» bad an extraordinary taste for 
architecture. The beautiful quadrangle at Chribt 
Cfauricb, known by the name of Peckwater, was 
from his design, as was also the chapel of Tri- 
nity College, and the parish-cburcb of All Saintfi, 
Oxford. 

Dr. Aldrich was also a man of wit; and many 
of his epigrammatic compositions are preserved, 
both in Latin and English* The following is as* 
cribed to him. 

■ 

Causa? Bibendi. 

Si bene quid meminl causae sunt quinque bibendi 
Hospitis adventus^ praesens sitis^ atque future^ 
Aut vini bonitas, aut quzelibet altera causa. 

The above has been thus translated : 

If on my thenie I rightly think. 
There are five reasons why men drink ; 

t3 Goo4 



V 



Gof(>4 winej a friendj^ because t^ii^ dr/j^ 
Or least I jshoul^ hp by-aDd-by| 
Or ai^y pthier reason whyt 

The book, of rather the portion of a book^ 
{ibout to be described, se^ms npt tp h^ve beeti 
l^aown tp ^py of the biogrfi^pbers of Pr» AMricb, 

£i.Eif£]jr70itpM Arcp; T£C?UR4S pars primal 

Of this ci^ripus little book, oply forty lejivei 
were printed ; and of these there were only ten 
copies. It was never completed or published. 

Mr. Steevens had ^ copy, aa haif) al^o Mr. 
Isaac Reed. Mr. iieed presented his eepy to 
fny friend, Mr. Todd. 

There was a copy in the collection ^f Mf. 
^est, which, I believe, came into the possessioq 
of Mr* Cr^cherode. And I have no knowledge 
}3jiit of these three, fix^ l»Q9H h^9 peitber pre* 
face nor title. 
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HENRY STEPHENS. 

The smaller tracts of this eminent printer have 
always been among the objects of researcli with 
the curious collector, and most of them have ac- 
cordingl}' become scarce* One of these which 
are least commonly met with, I believe to be the 
following. 



IIenrict Stephaxi Epistola qua ad multas 
multorum amicorum respondet, de suae typogra- 
pbias statu, nominatimque de suo Tuesauro 
LiNCU-^E GbuEC.e. In posteriori autem ejus 
parte, quam misera sit hoc tempore veterum 
Scriptorum Conditio, in quorundam typographo- 
rum prela incidentium, exponit. 

Index Librorum qui ex Officina ejusdeni 
Henrici Stephani hactenus prodierunt. 

Anno M.D.LXIX. Excudebat, Henricus 
Stephanus.. 12mo. 

The verses at the end of this tract, indicate, 
perhaps, some self- complacency on the part of 
this venerable scholar and distinguished printer; 
but tb^y, at the same time, demonstrate how 

T 4 muck 
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tnuch the curiosity and expectation of all Eun 
«yas directed to the works of his press. 

Est nundinatqx turb^ pajuim plurima^ 

iQue curiosa ciiriese me rogat^ 

Ecquid noui das nundinis his proximis i 

Si dicp^ Nil do^ polliceri me volunt 

Ad nundinas quae proximo sun); proximae ; 

Si polliceri nolo^ tunc expostulant 

Francfordjenses nundinas quod negUgam^ 

Obstrictus il)is scilicet tanquam forem. 

Istos relinquo: literis mox obruor 

^talis ab oris^ Gallicis^ & Angllci«> 

Germanicisque^ quas novi quid moliar^ 

Aggressus aut quid sim^ quid aggredi parem^ 

Euturys ordo qui^ laborum eit rogaut. 

Et plura rebus scire de meiy auentj 

Quam scire^ yates ipsemet ni sim^i queam^ 

Habent sed istud proprium Germanicae 

Suas siibinde nundinas quod allegant^ 

Et esse crpdunt debitorem nundinis, 

Harum quis vsus literarum est omnium 

Nempe, admouere dum n^ihi calcar volunt^ 

Frasno morentur vt retractp mis velut. 

JSnm ijcriptitandis quod vicissim literis 

Impendp quan>vis illibenter temporis^ 

Hoc ilia possent oper^ maturarier 

Properare quae suadent^ adhortantur^ petunt. 

Huic vt mederer non leui tandem mal0j» 

Qiucquid vel ant^ nundinis illis dedi^ 

Brevi aut daturus sum^ fauente numine^ 

}d omne chailis comprehend! pauculis 

Que sint amico missa nuUi epistpla, 

Et missa amicis sint epistola omnibui, 

' ' Fideli 
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Fid^aque parietes miiltos siiniil 

\m vt dealbem, iion duos tantummodo. 

Sed nuQierus horum quae do, quse breui dabo» 
Exiguiis es«e cui videbitur^ sciat 
Frostare merces plurimas in nundinis 
Ntimerare quas non, ponderare sed soleht. 

Still more rare than the tract above described, 
is this which follows. 



H£NR. Stephaki Cahmbn^. 

- De SeNATULO r(EMlNARUM. 

Magnum Senatui virorum levanien atque ad- 
jumentum allaturo. 

Ipso €tiam Justiniano disquisitionis hujus 
ansam prsebente. 

Argentorati, Excudebat, Antonius Bertramus* 

M.D.xcvr. 

It is singular, that in the lives of H. Stephens, 
and of the other eminent personages of his name, 
by Maittaire, I find no mention of this singular 
and curious tract, except that, after giving a de- 
scription of the works of Stephens in chronolo- 
gical order, his biographer observes tiius: 

" Praster ilia opera magna sane ac multa, alia 
quoque neque parva, nee pauca ab ipso partim 
elucubrata, partim inchoata, pariiu) promissa ex 
yariis ubi epruna memini^ libris colligere, operae 

pretium 
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pretium doxi. At priusquam ea describahi lobet 
ilia Henricj opuscula praemittere quae in Barberii 
Bibli^theca indice et Draudii Biblioth'eca Clas- 
sica habentur, quaeque V. C. la Croix du Maine 

recensuit" 

He then, from the Bib. Class, of Draudius, 
mentions the above tract, without any remark ; 
and it may be added, that Draudius ntereiy 
transcribes the title. 

It appears that H. Stephens was always, from 
his earliest childhood, addicted to poetry, and 
vras much pleased with his own productions of 
this kind : ^' Nonnullis tamen," adds Maittaire, 
'' et naris certe non obesaB Judicibus inconeiu- 
nis et multus fuisse visus est.'' 

Another of his biographers^ Alingeloveen, tells 
jus, that he usually composed most of his verse$ 
on horseback: 

^' Qiue omnia peregriuans^ patrU exsul maxima quidetn 
l^x part0 l^(]tutans^ prp more suo coiiiposuit.*' 

This Poem, jDk Senatulo Fcemixauum, is 
pnquestionably entitled to the praise both of hu- 
mour and of wit. He gravely recapitulates 
tliose parts of the sexual character, which, in 
the judgment of the world, appear to disqualify 
women for the situation of political counsellors; 
Iprst, hQ\v§ver, praising by wame many females, 

whose 
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irbose high endowments and great wisdom, ren- 
dered them worthy of partaking in the cares and 
faonoars of sofereign authority. These disqua*- 
lifications, sueh as levity, thoughtlessness, loqua- 
city, &c« he takes upon him to answer and re- 
fute ; and, as a specimen may well be introdux^ed, 
I subjoin what he say 9 pn female loqaacMy* 

^ Loquacit£|ti9 i»fieteB mmc cvimine*' 
jSexum huDc. \\iem ve}le j^m te sccingtre 
Tebhpc: sed i^M pon suw^ re<ildam inritum* , 
Nostro loquacem m^ ^A?g!9 f^xu msiffi 
Potissimumque vulgm iv^m ^ velis 
Confenre valgo cw) altero: ^ed c^r ^ki, 
Cadere & ii^ a^^uas f^itmxm ta^itwrnitas 
Posse baud videtur ? sunt cicada femiaar^ 
liocis quibusdw)/ P#r|i#Us sH/^ntii^ 
Silere nullo qiuiin nMtifei queaot modow 
Circa inuliere9 ^yMtfpiaia Qioa sit potta 
Natura hcefex f«^ fieadamvi ftpifb 
Jn fsemioino 9ew l QwiUsk si Ukmm 
Vis istud a ipe, auUiun etuk ptwderia : 
Esto loquaca^ esse ciMSKlaa faMiiBas^ 
Vires loquacea esse yn ptm fs^nts : 
Quale mihi dicisi illwl esse obstae^ulttm 
Pnidentis ii|R»rt quod ea liagMil qu9 laqa^ 
Pnidentia esse neane cerab |w«dile» 
Aliquos & esse de leqaacium sr^e ? 
]Lx)quacitate noa oegQ pnidei»t]aoi 
Pos^ matidgii^. phtfsealt ut mulla aiiautv 
At posse telU pronw id tibi a^o. 
!|U)quacitatis sed diqilea quiim ail genua 
(Cempellitur ad ha& sermo nam miuatiBs). 

Hifli^um & anum nt magis quam noxiuoi^ 

Pericutos^m 
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Periculosum sed genus sit alteruin^ 
Quod ilia reserat obserari quae deoet : 
Volo^ magb illud quis timeat a foeminis^ 
Sed timeat iden^ hoc a viris nolo minus. 
Ac velle dico id^ iJque dico nolle me^ 
Quod ratio dictat ut velim^ vel non velim ; 
Non quia voluntas venit hue audacias^ 
Sibi falionis sumere ausit ut locum. 
Ergo repetentur illay cautius tamen : 
(Accedet etenim certa quaNJam exceptio) 
Volo magis illud quis timeat a foeminis, 
Sed timeat idem hoc a viris nolo minus : 
Si non pericli nesciae ^int foeminae^^ 
Habet alicuius quod rei detection 
Periculi esse quum sciri queant viri. 
Cur btud addo i misogynus hie quispiam 
(Vel de grege tuo quispiam^ vel ipsemet) 
Quod mentietur esse non extra metum 
I/)quacitatem proditricem a faeminis ' 
Esse metuendum eliminent ne plurima^ 
Penetralibus claudenda quae Sbnatuli : 
Sed illae habebunt sibi vadem me tertio: 
Dicam^ magis illud baud timendum a fieminisj 
Viris quam ab ipsis : jurejurando utraque 
Obstricta si pars fuerit^ os utriquc idem 
Verbisque sub eisdem illud intonauerit. 
Quis namque & istud foeminis non obiicit^ 
Timoris esse quam viros praedam magisi 
Objectio ista veritat^ non caret : 
Sed quidam eis est H timor laudabilis. 
Nam rumpere quoq. mage timent leges eas . 
Quarum haud negarunt se iugo submittere : 
Jurisque jurandi extimescit his magis 
Frangere catenas ipsa conscientia. 

Pup 
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'anicus hie ergo judicandus est timor^ 
ibi muliebris qiiem incutit loquacitas^ 
Ibogyne^ ab ilia dicis aut tibi incuti. 
^bjicere posthac foeminis quum quid voles^ 
!irctunspice, illud quale sit quod objicis. 
f ateria laudis nostra ne responsio 
exus sit ejus^ dedecus cujus technas 
hiaeris per ouines^ machinas^ necnon strophas.'^ 

^ever having seen but one copy of this tract, 
Lch is in the Bishop of Ely's collection, and 
ling- no mention made of it by any bibliogra^ 
^r, but the concise notice above specified in 
ftudius, I may not unreasonably conclude that 
s of the greatest rarity. 
[ am not altogether certain whether The Ar- 

\ TTPOGRAPHlCiE QUERIMONIA, from the 

ne pen and press, may not be classed in point 
rarity with at least the first of these tracts. 



/ '. 
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HAMPTON'S 
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is6 iirni mscELimtM, 



Of the merit of HamptOQ's tFanriatioD af Po^ 
lybius^ it cannot now be necessary to say any 
thing. Its reputation bail baes long ettaUislied, 
and many succeeding edttiotift prore th# ektett* 
siveness of its circukttioo. One thing relatiAg 
to it» however, may not hare been a circumstance 
pf general remark, and this is, thfU .the style of 
the dedication to Lord Henley, who was tit ihat 
time Lord Chancellor, as well as that of the work 
itself^ has not precisely the same f:baractef which* 
distingpislies the preface* 

This idea is by no means my owd, nor is it 
altogether novd. A learned friend, some years 
since, suggested to me, that the outlines of the 
preface were drawn up by Hampton himself, and 
that the composition had received its finishing 
polish from the pen of Dr. Johnson. 

Nothing can be more certain than that the 
characters of two minds are easily discernible; 
and perhaps, in one or' two instances, that want 
of uniformity may be distinguished, which really 
exists in the Bampton Lectures of Dr. White, but 
which, at the time of their publication, wholly 
escaped the penetration and sagacity of certain . 
1 learned 
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learned critics, who were pleased to infer the 
authenticity of the Sermons, from the regularity 
of the stile. 

One thing is incontrovertible. No man living 
could have written the preface to the translation 
of Polybius, whose mind had not an extensive 
and steady view of the subject, which Polybius 
has discussed ; and this praise surely belongs to 
Hampton. Neither could any man have writtea 
it, whose taste had not been early formed by the 
best models of antiquity, in composition and in 
criticism ; and here also the claims of Hampton 
are indisputable. At the same time there is a 
profoundness of thinking, an energy of expres- 
sion, a regularity of cadence, very dissimilar from 
the structure of the sentences in ihe translation, 
and very similar to the best peculiarities of John- 
son's phraseology. 

With respect to theTratslation itself, whoever 
will be at the pains to compare it with the ori- 
ginal, will doubtless, as must be unavoidable in 
such undertakings, be able to detect some mis- 
takes; but none, it may be asserted, of very ma- 
terial importance. The body of the stile is firm 
and compact, full of sinews and muscles, and 
with such evident marks of talents as must im« 
press the reader with the most exalted ideas of 
Hampton's erudition, as well as judgment 
• Whatever may be the real truth of Che ques- 
tion with respect to the original author of the 

preface 
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preface above-mentioned, such of my readers as 
may not be already acquainted with it, owe me 
thanks for introducing them to such a rich intel- 
lectual feast. I subjoin the following as an ex- 
tract 

*t I shall only add, that when I first engaged 
in this work, many years ago, my intention was 
^o have joined with the Translation such obser- 
vations and remarks as might have served not 
pnly to explain the difficulties, but to illustrate 
, also and enforce the strong sense and wise re- 
flections that are spread through all the follow- 
ing history, to have cleared the obscurity which 
arises oftentimes from remote allusions or an 
itnperfect detail of facts, to have opened those 
peculiarities of customs and of manners, whicii, 
whenever they recur, raise doubt and hesitation 
in the unlearned reader; to have pointed out 
the uses or defects of various institutions in re- 
ligion, laws, and government; and, above aU the 
rest, to have traced, step by step, the advance- 
ment of the Roman greatness; to have called 
back also to the scene the illustrious times of 
Greece, and compared the glory of that oountry 
with its last decline ; and, in a word, to have 
displayed, in one entire and connected yiew, the 
whole conduct, and the various fortunes of those 
great nations, whose sages and whose heroes 
seem to have soared above the ordinary limits 
of humanity ; and whose story, while it instructs 
and warms, should teach us also to spurn away 

those 
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those narrow politics, and that base degravity, 
vhich have fixed shackles upon our own con^ 
tracted wisdom and feeble virtue. 

'' Such was my design, the first draught of 
which was nearly finished, and materials col-* 
lecied in large abundance for the whole^ But 
various accidents, from time, obstructed the pro- 
gress of it, and I have now neither leisure nor 
inclination to complete it. Yet, as I had gone 
through the most difficult and irksome, as well 
as the most useful part likewise of the whole per- 
formance, I was not willing entirely to suppress 

It. 

" For I flatter myself that the public wiH owe 
me some , acknowledgment if this translation 
should prove the means of spreading into many 
hands a treasure of inestimable value, which the . 
roughness, and inelegance, and numerous diffi- 
culties that occur, both in the language, and con- 
stnfcfion, and sense of the original, have hitherto 
confined to a few. If this indeed should be the 
event, I neither shall regret the.labour which the 
one part of the work has cost me, nor grieve for 
the disappointment in the other ; but shall think 
my pains well rewarded, in having thus been able 
to bring into the open light a merit which had 
long languished in obscurity, and to substitute 
iu the place, perhaps of studies either trifling or 
pernicious, the knowledge of an author, whose 
wntings, jtbough broken and iropftrfectp not only 
>uj 4 • ; . . V contaia 
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contain the follest lessons of civil prudence, 
also every where abound with strong incitenn 
to the practice of all those social virtues, w 
endear men to themselves, and render them 
ful citizens to their country." 



THYtiE 
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THYLfeSIlJS; 

1. Antonii Thylesii Consentini Poemata- 

aria) 
Cyclops Reticulum 

Hortulus Galatea 

Lucerna Tibia 

Nautarum labor ParmA 

Turris de coelo percuiTa ^neas 
Nenia de Obitu Patris. 



At the end 

Romse in sedibus. F. Minutii Calvii dodo 

.D.XXIIII. Mense Maio, 

Small quarto. 

S. Antonii Thylesii Consentini Libel- 

S Dt CbtORlftUS UBI multa leguntuk 
i£l*£R ALlOauM O^lSriONEii. 

At the end— 

[mpressiim Venetiis opera Bernardini Vitalis 
neti Mense Juhio M.D.XXVIII. -^ 

Cum Privilegio, 

S. Antokii Thtlesii Consentini Imbee 

rREUS. 

u 2 Tragoedid* --^ 



r i. 
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Tragoedia. 
At the end — 

Impressum Venetiis opera Bernardiai VitaKs 
Ven?ti Mense Maio M. D.XXIX, 

Cum privilegio. 
Small quarto. 



4. Antonii Thylesii Covsentiki bx co- 

mONIS LiBELLUS, 

At the end — 

Romas apud F. Minutium Calvum Mease F€" 
Wuario M.D.XXV, 

Of Antoxius Thtlbsivs I know btfit little 
more, than that he was a native of Cosenza, in the 
district of Naples, and of Equestrian rank. Frey- 
tag, in his Apparatus Literarius calls him Poeta 
et orator celeberrimus^ 

The following mention is made of him in Mait* 
iaire, vol 3. p. 258, transcribed ffom Conrad 
Gessner's account of the works which he edited* 
'^Antonii Tilesii Itali Cansentinf opuscuU, ali- 
quot, partim jam prius diversis io locis, partim 
nunquam prius edita^ tarn styli Romana puritatOi, 
turn editione, varietate et lepore argumentorum, 
magno studiosorum applausu excipienda> Joan. 
Oporino Basiliensi Typographo dedi, qui ea 
publicavit anno I^^^*, in 8vo. chartb IK Ex 

bii- 
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his ligato sermone conditus est Imber aureus 
TragGcdia et poemada 7. solutoautein, Commen- 
tarii duo, urius de Coloribus, alter de coronarum 
generibus. Ab co quidem tempore etiam alia 
qusedam hujus autoris Poetnatia in Italia typis 
impressa nactus sum ; quae cinn preecedentibus 
conjuQCta denuo exctidi optarim, ut tam ele- 
gantis scriptoris quse extant omnia, uno volu- 
mine haberentur,** 

The four tra^s which I have described abov^ 
are the original editions of this author's Latin 
works, of which the republication is mentioned 
in the paragraph transcribed from Maittaire. 
They are of remarkable rarity, but the Imber 
Aureus IS by far the scarcest of the whole. 

Some of the poems of Thylesius have been in- 
serted in the Deliciis Poetarum Italorum by 
Gruter, but they seem sufficiently curious to in- 
troduce a specimen in this place also. 



Antonii Thylesii Aran£ola. 

^ Hteret Araneole laxis dum cassibus errans 
Musca leuis, conata fugam, sese magis ultro 
Implicat, et quatiens alas stridore coruscat. 
Effiigium dumq. scrutatur, labitur ecce 
tllico Araneola, opperiens si prceda feriret 
Reticulum, tenui quod stamme neuerat ipsa. 
Sub salice et trepida sasvo rapit improba morsu. 
(lla iterum fremitu resonans pedibusq. repugnans 

V 3 C^DCutitur 
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Concutitur^ sed liulla datur fiiga, forcipe nanq* 
Pressit atrox^ urgetq. tenax^ perq. omnia uersat, 
Ac tandem niagno luctamine yicta pusillam 
D^xpirans ^nimaiQ moritur misjerabilis ales. 
Callid^ sed quam sit caecas componere fraud^ 
Oipnibus inq locis innectere tenuia fila. 
£st operae pretium cognoscere ; Rixa puellas 
Mseoniae vulgata diu est, qUis Palladis ira^ 
Seu livore magis mutatam nescit^ amaret 
Infelix dum se Coelestibus aequiparare. 
j^ive in ^mpre sp/or fcatps cksprensa Phalangis 
Casta deae fuit^m teippl^ incestayit Arachpe. 
Appula nunc etiam puer upde per oppida passim 
Multipedem repit, faciem contractus in atram. 
Jamq. vetus retinent roetuend^ Phalansia nomen. 
Quis tti ipsa novum dedit urbes quoq. prisca Tareti 
Principio ignaros renim ne occultlEi morenturj^ 
Quicquid id est, p^r quod delabitur aut struit ore 
Aut denso exterius ceu glomere fila revolvit. 
{Quod simulac lucem suspexit Araneus ipsum 
Emittit, victumq. sibi molitqr et usq. 
Nectit iila leui dejectus corpora saltu* 
][tq. reditq. citus, ^ursum modo repit, et altvm^ 
Jam tenet, hioq rursus suspep^us decidit, qt iam 
Miile viis asquo discrimine texuit orbem. 
Turn malus insidias sub opacis frondibus abdit, 
Ne si forte oculis volucrum leve cernerct aig;nien 
Exitium, aufugeret tremefactum corda pavore. 
Sic positis tandem laqueis procul occuluit se, 
Prospectatq plagis si quid liovus incidit auceps. 
Ecce feri Culices, muscasq. atq. id genus oniiie 
Alituum, volat imprudens et rctibus ultro 
Infertur, laxatq. sinus atq. omnia niiscet. 

£ specula intentus raptim sese iacet alt^ 

• ■ . ... . .>* 

I Explore 



LIBRI MISCELLANEI. 99$ 

Exploratory et implicitas hac mordicus atq. ha« 
Diripit^ ac circum lictor ligat^ atq. ita aceruat 
Omnia uenatu assiduo^ victumq. reponit. 
Sed ne forte leues uolucres^ infirmaq. tantuin 
Hunc captare putes, tristem subtegmuia Asilum 
Densa tenent^ saevitq. furens detentus^ at ilium 
Ingluvie accurreos Venator €on6cit atra. ^ 
Quid referam fucos et quicquid virus amara 
Gestat acuni ? quuties captum fremitj ac velut ipsos 
Damnatos facta? suspendit Aranea ca^t. 
Spectaturque diu passim^ spolia ampla cadaver. 
Voce minaus quanivis immane superbiat anni^ 
Quodque venenatis fert telis^ vulnus inurat. 
Quin tantis etiam stimaiia furit ictus edendi, 
luvolet apricos ut in iptios saepe lacertos, 
Frenet et iucassum torquentes terga^ uec ullis 
Saltibus cxgussus^ ccecis premat undique vincll^j 
Nee mora fit^ raptet quiu subterraneus illos^ 
Cacus ut averd09 retrabebat in antra JuvencoSt 
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PETRI HiEDI ANTEROTICA SEU DE 
AMORIS GENERIBUS. 

In fine — literis Capilalibus. 

Accuratissiine impressuoi Tarvisii per Ge- 
rardum de Flandria. Anno Salutis M.CCCC. 
XC.lLdie XIII. Octobris sub magnifico Prae^ 
tore Augustino FoscarinL 

: : Finis : : small 4to. 
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For assigning this a very distinguished place 
among the rarer books, I have the concurrent 
authorities of Maittaire, Braun, Clement, Frey- 
tag, De Bure, and others. 

In. the first page there is in the centre in three 
lines, the title in capital letters. The nine fol- 
lowing pages are occupied by the contents; on 
the tenth and following page are found the fol-. 
lowing verses : 

QVINTII AEMYLIANI CIMBRI 

ACI POETAE EPOS HEN 

DECASYLLABICON IN 

PETRI HAEDI AN 

TEROTICA AD 

CVPIDINEM. 

Lascivlse Venerb puer cupido : 
Seu te cjpris erota nominavit : 
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Cam lux noiia puerperam citabat: 
Vt te nomiuibus tuis vocaret. 
Herbani porgito victus Anteroti. 
MaDclato et pharetrae leves sagittas, 
* ExtincUs faculis : malum venemim* 
Hocce H't^dus fieri dei sacerdos 
Horum auctor iubet AuterotiGOFum ; 
Qui sane monitore : neiQo se unq» 
Scribet militiae aut sciens seqoetur 
,Duri blanditias tui furoris: 
, Quiuiuum h^urit amasiis cruorem: 
Nee tactis edit ossibiis medullas. 
Hinc pallent iuuenum ora decolorum* 
Hinc nee pocula nee cibosamaseunt: 
Nee 8omnos : agit hoc dolor subiiide 
Intentans animo faces amantum : 
Quern nee pharmaca semieqiii leuarent • 
Chironis : neq praepotens cythsus : 
Aut circes magieis : comesse danuna 
Pergit uiseera elaueulum misellis. 
Ergo ne pereant : senis legunto 
Uos Hsedi iuueiies graves libellos. 
Sic eertam in superos uiam uiabunt : 
Statim lumine charitatis orto* 
Quod si livor edax : ut est ineptus. 
Adversum cynodontas explicabit. 
Senfim phama tamen perinde maior 
Citraq; inuidiam rogos aequetur. 
:: FINIS:: 

ext follow the three books of Haedus, the 
ific subjects of which are explained in the 
^s of Quintus ^milianus Cimber, prece- 
ding 
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ding the Colophon, and wbibh appear to be wortji 
th^ curious reader's attention. 



gOLI DEO HONOR ET GLORIA. 

QVINTII AEMYLIANI CIMBRI 

ACI POETAE CARMEN EPl 

GRAPHICON IN TRfS 

HAEDI ANTERO 

TICORVM LIBEL ^^ * 

J.OS AD LEC^ 

TOREM. 

Tre* sumus hie lector prisca grauitate libeUi ; 

Quos Haedus dominus sustulit aoniis. 
3cripto8 in Venereal mollesq; cupidinis arcus: 

Quod si nd credis : hoc lege epigraphion. 
Primus habet : quid tela : quid arcus signet amorii^ 

Cum facula: et spectris a capite usq; pedes, 
Atq; ipibi plane misefps ostendit amaqtes : 

Et probrfi capti seruitiumq; animi. 
Alter quid pueri contraria signa tetaenUa 

Denotet idolum lector ab Hippolyto. 
Hie dperit plagas : et uulnera curat amantuni 

Putrid phillyride fortius aemonis : 
Tercins a^triferi limen tibi monstrat olympi : 

Quo pbaethonta^is est uia trita rotis. 
Qua nunc sanctae anim« : post reddita corpora uitae 

Ibunt a^thrzei lucida in astra poli. 
Quo si te ire iuuat : m^danas desere curas ; 

Pesere et al^geri sordida castf^ ducis. 
Qiiid iuuat affectu lasciuo ducere vitam \ 

Et tantii ingiatis uiuere d^vi^is : 
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jQuam melius seruire deo : spes una salutis, 

Hsec homini : niultum cqetera fiaudis h^beptr - 

^ol redi^ : et semper reparat dispeudia phcebe 
Annus adest iterum : nos semel occidimus* 

Vis iterum quondam uitales surgere in auras 

Mprte pl)i(a : et lon&;um uiuere : uiue modo* 

The above book exhibits a nmemorable exam* 
pie of the hasty manner in which even distinr 
guished writers speak of the characters of works - 
which they have not themselves examined. Cor- 
nelius Agrippa, in his book de Vanitate Scion- 
tiarum, reckons this publication of Hsedus among 
the exceptionable publications of a licentious 
tendency; whereas it is a grave and didactic 
prohibition in the form of dialogue, against the 
danger and folly of tiie passion of love. The 
last book in particular is written m the true and 
pious spirit of a Christian teacher, on the duty 
of charity, on the love of God and of our neigh- 
bour, Agrippa therefore never saw or at least 
never perused this work of llsedus, or he woul4 
not so unjustly h^ye classec} it \yith Boccace and 
other writers of tl^at stamp. 

The authors reaj qame was PiExao Ca? 
j'RETTo; he was borij at Portus Naonis (Porde- 
pone) from whence he as$qmed the name of Por- 
tusnaensis. He vyas of the sacerclotal order, and 
much advanced in years when he wrote this book. 
On the extreme rarity of this book ail bibli- 
ographers are agreed. It is printed in a very 

sipall 
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small but neat Ronmn type, the paper is fine and 
good, it has no signature or catch-word, but the 
leaves are paged with Roman capitals. The in- 
itial letters are of the smallest size. I should 
have added that Haedus wrote another tract, 
which is also of great rarity, " De Miseria hu- 
mana rerumq. humanarum contemptu." 

The only copy I ever saw of ** Hsedus de Amo- 
ris generibus," is in the collection of my much 
esteemed friend Mr. licViing, who has also to 
boast of many other great literal} curiosities. 

It seems by no means improper to add, that 
literary men find, as I myself have iu variably 
(;3one, a particular kindness and promptness on 
the part of Mr. Freeling to assist their labours, 
by facilitating their communication with each 
other, as well as by every other a6b which can 
evince a genuine zeal for the cause of#learning. 



SUMMA 
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IMA LINGUA GRMCM UTILISSIMA 
RAMMATICAM GRjECAM AUSPI- 
ANTIBUS. 



p t 



er Arnoldum Oridryum^ — 
irisiis ex officina Christiani Wecheli sub 
3 Basiliensi in vico Jacobseo anno M.D. 
XVIII. 4t0. 

4 

bifl is an extremely curious boo^:, of which I 
ir saw but one copy, and this is ui ta^ colkc* 
of the bishop of Ely. 

he author professes to make his scholars 
ters of the Greek language in less than a 
th. His process is detailed at large in his 
ace, of which the following exhibits a speci- 



Tametsi fateor non expedite qulcq fieri posse 
[ue doctore : veriitamen cognita unica quan]| 
conjugatione, coeteris tabulis quas ob ocu- 
)onam, penitus intellectis, citra ullam ope* 
f omnia verba mundi inflectes et derivabis. 
lehis capiendis, adde triduum autquatriduum. 
est enim necessum eas ediscere sat est 
;tasse. Istud tempus, doctiss. Piaesul, ex- 
io, non mathematicis clep.sydris^ ^cd ut forte 

aoi- 
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animadverteram e capgicitate adolescentulotiitrt* 
Neqpe addubito, quin ipse qui iacredibili inge-* 
nii vivacitate pracditus es, rem omnem exceperis 
cxpeditius et feUcius. Jam vero dictos dies ad 
calculum subducamus^ nos mensem neque dum 
babituros opinor, quo graecam linguam didke- 
rimus. Quod si fiat non me poenitebit laboris 
in hisce formulis consarcihaddis, &c« &(^." 

I can find no account of the author who ap- 
pears to have been a schoolmaster at Enghien in 
Flanders. 

At the end of the volume are some Greek epi- 
grams with Latin translations of Nicolaus Uteo** 
hoviug. 



-■I 
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THE following tracts printed also by Wechel 

pear to have been entirely unknown to bibli* 

raphers. 

They are all in the Bishop of Ely's collection* 



1. D, Magni Ausonii, EpistoTie bilingiiis 
^gantissims^ recognitas et emaculatae a Jos. 
:aligerQ Julii Caes. Fil. Lutetiae per. Fed. Mo- 
llum. 1594. 4 to. 

k 
I 

These epistles of Ausonius are all poetical^ 
ith the exception of one to Symmachus. 

S. Chionis apologia ad Clearchum Tyran* 
jin— Greece. 

Lutetian per Fed. Morellum. 

1595— 4to. 



I find no account of this in the typographical 
istory of Paris by Maittaire, and believe it to 
B of great rarity. 

Chion and Leonides, or as I believe it should 
e written Leo, were two noble youths, the dis- 

* ciples 
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ciples of Plato, who formed a conspiracy against 
Clearchus, the infamous tyjgtnt of Heraclea, and 
put him to' death. The story is related by Jus- 
tin, and is to be found in Diodorus Siculus. 

There is another epistle ascribed to the same 
Chion gtill remaining^ addressed to Plato. 



^. Fragmjsnta ex Cotnmentar de legationi- 
busPoLYBii. Megalopolit. coUata cum T. Livii 
Iocis» Gr. et Lat. 

Lutfitw per Fed. MorelUnn. 
i594— 4to. 

This is not, I believe, of equal rarity with 
those which precede, but it is still a very uncom- 
inon book. It is mentioned by Maittaire in his 
Annals, but I do not find it in the " Catalogug 
librorum qui ex Federici Morelli. Fed. F. offi* 
tina prodierunt." 



4. Tragicorum Poet Gr^ec versus a Cice^ 
rone ^t alior Latinitate donata Grasce. 
Lutetian per Fed. Morellum. 
l5.94-^4to. 

I have no hesitation in classing the above 
am^ngtlie :|arer booJks, for Xbave nev^seen it 

any 
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aay where mentioned, nor do I know of any copy 
but this in the collection of the Bishop of £ly» 



5. M. T. Ciceronis Paradoxa iv. ex Graeca 
Adr. Turnebi Prof. Reg. interpretatiorie Grtecc. 
Lutetise per. Fed. Morellum. 
1595— 4to. 

I can no where find any account of the above 
curious book. 



6. Herodianus Gr. et Lat per Christianumt 
l^^echelum. 

1544— 4to* 

I have also searched in vain for any mention 
of the above book. 

This also seems no improper opportunity of 
introducing the following tract. 

It i» the First Book of Athenaeus, printed and 
superintended by Turnebus as a specimen of a 
Dew edition of that author. 

I have heard but of four copies of this tract, 
one in the Bishop of Ely's collection, one in the 
D'Orvillian collection, at Oxford, one in the Bri- 
tifli Museum, and a fourth ^t Blenheim. 

^ This 



S06 
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The D'Orvillian copy, as I ain iofturmiJ hy i 
learned friend, hafi itiany iniii^useript r^tnarks'Of 
Turnebus in the margin, and appears to have 
been consulted by the great Casaubon in his ex- 
cellent and elaborate edition of the Greek Deip- 
uosopbist. 



1 

i 



< 



ECLOGi:. 



LIBRI MISCELLANEI. 807 



ECLOGM. 

t 

Vergilii Francisci Pe. 

Calphurnii Joannis Boc 

Nemesiani Joan. Bap. Max 

POMPONII GaURICI. 

In fine. 

Impressum hoc opus Florentine opera et im- 
pensa Philippi de Guinta Bibliopolae Florentini 
Anno Salutis Mille CCCCCIIII. Decimo quinto 
Calendas. 1 Smo. 

This is a most uncommon little book which I 
have never seen in any collection but that of the 
Bishop of Ely, nor do I find mention of it in 
any of the bibliographers with the exception of 
Bandinis' account of the Junta Press. Prefixed 
or rather in the second page is a Latin epifitie 
from 

Benedictus Philologus Florentinus Joanai 
Baptists Nasio. This is reprinted in Bandini's 
Annals. This book consists of 159 Inves, has 
signatures^ but no catchword, &c. 
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DAVIDIS PSALMl aliquot Latiao carmine 
express! a quatuor illustribus Poetis quos quatuor 
regiones, Gallia^ Italia, Germania, Scotia genu- 
erunt. 

In gratiam studiosoruni Poetices inter se com- 
missi ab Henrico Stephano, cujus etiam nonnuUi 
Psalmi Grasci cum aliis Grsecis itidem comparatis 
in calce libri habentur. 

Ex oiBcina Henrici Stephani. 

An. M.D.LVL 4to. 

It is no easy matter to diversify the phrase- 
ology where books are to be represented as rare 
and curiouS) and tautology can hardly be avoid- 
ed* The compilers of German catalogues seem 
to have felt no difficulty or reserve of this kind, 
and the epithets, rarus, rarior, rarissimus are ap- 
plied without much consideration or discretion. 
I have at this moment before me, through the 
jkindness of Mr. Professor Marsh of Cambridge, 
the Solgar catalogue, consisting of many thou- 
sands of volumes. In this collection^ according 
to the editor, every book almost is entitled to 
one of the above epithets. Indeed they are la- 
vished beyond all bounds of moderation. One 
is now 1)efore me and of which I know at least a 
dozen copies, which in the catalogue is repre- 
sented 
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sented as " Liber praestantissiraus, pretiosus et 
longe rarissimus quinimo inter rariores rarissi- 
mus." I of course use my endeavours not to fall 
into this extreme. The subject of the present 
article, however, from the press of Henry Ste- 
phens, may deservedly claim the distinction 
among both rare and curious books. 

It is introduced by a letter from Henry Ste- 
phens in the highest style of complimentary pa^ 
negyric. In this he says among other things, 

Aut ego fallor aut mea efficietur opera ut post- 
hac Georgius Buchanan Vir Scotus supra Gallos 
oinnes atque Italos nostri Seculi Poetas, 

^ Laudetur^ vigeat, placeat, relegatur, ametur." 

The Italian poet, whose version of some of 
the Psalms of David is introduced in this work, 
is Rapicius; the French poet Salmonius ; th,e 
German Eobanus; the Scotch Buchanan. 

lovita Rapicius, alias Ravizza, was a Vene- 
tian, he was author of a work much commended 
by Morhofius, and which passed through va- 
rious editions *'de numero Oratorio/' 

Nevertheless Stephens does not make the most 
honourable mention of him, facetiously saying, 
**ex Theologo factus Typographus, ex Typo- 
gr^pljQ Poeta — malus Theologies, pejor Typo- 
graphus, pessimus Poeta." 

X 3 But 
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But if be thought so meanly of his poetical 
abilities, why did be publish his version of the 
Psalms, or why in his title class him with the 
lllustres PoetcB ? At the end are some versions 
of the Psalms into Greek by Paulus Dolschius. 

. This Dolschius was a disciple of Melancthon, 
and very celebrated for his versions of portions of 
the Scripture intb Greek. Of these he published 
several, and in particular a portion of the Psalms 
grascis versibus Elegiacis at Basil 1559> et Si* 
rac gra?co Elegiaco carmine Lipsiae 1571. 8vo. 
He died in 1589. 

The above book of Stephens terminates 
somewhat abruptly, and as it should seem at tb6 
request of Buchanan, with the version of the 
104th Psalm into Latin hexameters by the Scotch 
poet. 

The expression of Stevens is, 

* Quum Psalmum ciiii. Buchanani summe nee 
tamen pro merito laudassem, ei placuit libellum 
hunc claudere. 

This book is, I believe, a reprint of an edition 
printed at Venice by P. Manutius, at a time that 
H* Stephens was visiting him, which is a most 
rare book, Vid. Maittaire Vita^ Stephanoruw. 



MABCI 
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MARCI TLFLLII CICERONIS ORPHEUS. 

Sive de adolescente studio&o ad Marcum. Fi- 
Hum Atbenas. 

Nuper invtentus et in lucem editus, cum privi- 

legio. 

Venetiis M.D.XCIV. apud Jo. Baptistam 
Ciollium, Typographum et Bibliopolam Acade- 
jniae Venetae. 

This rare and curious book is generally consi- 
dered as supposititious. It was republished at 
Koninsberg in Prussia in 1643, and in the same 
year at Elbing by Fred'. Monavius. The editor 
of this last edition was Julius Csesar Glucianus 
Squarcia, who in a preface addressed ad Jo. 
Petrum Ayroldum Marcellanum, observes that 
there existed various manuscripts in the library 
of St. Mark at Venice, some of authors which had 
never yet been edited, and many of those which 
had been published, from manuscripts of in- 
ferior value. Among the rest he says, 

" In his Ausonii Poetse de aurifica Philoso- 
phia quam Alchymiam vocant, parva Isagog^ 
satis erudita et minime obscura: item fragmenta 
qusdam ex libris ut mihi quidem videtur de Rep. 
'I x4 Marci 
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Marci Tullii, et libellus de Orphei moribus ct 
vita Ciceronis inscriptus". Miito igitur ad te Or- 
pheum quem vel ipsius esse Ciceronis, vel ex offi- 
p^na ^licujus prodiisse qui proximus setati Cice- 
ronis vixit, tute qui mihi instar es omnium mai^ 
nuscriptorum testis esse poteris.*' 
|n the cplledion of ^be Bishop of £1^, 



POLY- 
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POLYCARPUS LEYSERUS, 

There were many distinguished writers of this 
name, from whom it is necessary to distinguish 
Wm, whose rare volume on the Poets and Poetry 
of the middle ages I am about to describe. The 
subject of the present article was according to 
Saxius, born at Wurnstorf in Lower Saxony, in 
1690, and died at so early a period as 1728. He 
was author of various other works^ which it is 
not necessary here to recapitulate, but all indi- 

« 

cative of taste and erudition. 

The volume described below may not perhaps 
deserve to be classed among the most rare, but 
I may truly say that I never saw but one copy 
besides my own, which I obtained at a conside* 
rable price after many years research. 



PoLYCAUPi Leyseri. Pocs. Prof. Ord. in 
Acad. HeUnstadiensi, Historia Poetarum et 
PoEMATUM Medii ^vi Decern Post Annum a 
pato Christo cccc. Seculorum. 

Ce()tum et amplius codicum Mstorum ope, 
carmiaa varia, elegautia, ingeniosa, curiosa, 
evulgantur, emendantur, recensentur. 
Halj£, Magpeb sumptu novi Bibliopolii, in 

5 quo 
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quo per nundinas Francofurti sub Mehlianis^ 
Lipsiae sub Brummerianis aedibus ppostat. 

M.D.CC.XXL 

The preface of this work exhibits a spirited af 
logy for those Poets, specimens of whose woi 
are here preserved, and powerfully vindica 
them from the imputation of barbarism. Lev 
rus confesses that he was himself in this resp 
led away by the popular clamour, till be 1 
came more familiarly acquainted with their p 
Auctions. After this, beginning with Boethi 
he communicates, and almost always from mai 
scripts, extracts from various poets down to i 
fifteenth century, and as many of these as are 
where else to be found, this volume may well 
considered as deserving a place in the best c 
lections. The one subjoined, from the work! 
Alan us de Insulis, cannot easily be surpasi 
in classical elegance, 

Florifer horrentem zephyrus lax^uerat annum 

Extinguens boreae pra?lia pace sua. 
Grandine percussus liorum^ pluit ille ligustra 

£t pratis horuai cussit inesse niues. 
Ver quasi fullo novus reparando pallia pratia 

Horum-succendit muricis igne togas. 
Reddidit arboribus crines quos bruma retondit 

Vestitum reparans, quern tulit ilia prius. 
.Tempus erat quo larga suis expandit in agris 

Ad plausuni Dryadum gratia veris opes. 
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Quo dum maior'inest f irlu^ ififantia tlorum 

iVltius emergens, matre recedit humo. 
Quo violas speculum terrse cuuabula linqueiis ^ 

Aeris inilatuspostulat ore nouo. 
Tempus erat quo terra caput phalerata rosar«uii« 

Conteudit cuelo sidere pleaa suo. 
Quo vexiUa gereiis aestatis Amygdalus ortum 

Praedicat et veris gaudia flore nouat. 
Qu o vitis gemmata sues amplexa mai'itos 

Ulmus, de partu cogitat ipsa suo, 
Proscribit brumae Solaris cereus umbram 

Cogens exilium rigora cuncta pati. 
Multis bruaia tamen latuit phantastica sylvis, 

Quam syluae foJiis fecerat umbra reccns. 
Quo flori puero luno dedit ubera roris 

Quo primum partus lactat alumna suos. 
Tempus erat, Phoebi quo mortua gramina virtus 

Suscitat e tumulis surgere cuncta jubens. 
Quo mundum facies iouialis stella serenat^ 
Cum lacrymas hyemjs tergit ab ore suo. 
Aeris ut fidei se flos committere possit^ 

Nee florem puerum frigoris urat liyems. 
Quo mundum Phc^bus liyemis torpore gemeatem 

Visitat^ et laeta luce salutat cum. 
Pristina quo senium deponit frigoris aetas^ 

£t mundus senior incipit esse puer* 
Quo noctem Plioebus propriis depauperat horis 

Pygmaeusque dies incipit esse gigas. 
Quo parat hospitium Phoebo solvitq. tributum 

Frixeum gaudens hospite sole pecus. 
Quo Philomela sui celebrat solemnia veris 
Odam melliti carminis ore canens : 

9 

In cuius festo sua gutturis organa pulsat, 
Ut proprib proprium praedicet ore Deum. 

Quo 
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Quo dulci sonitu cHharam mentitur Ahuda 

Cum volat ad superos^ colloquiturque Jovi. 
Splendor lascivos argenteus induit anno8> 

In fluviisque suum jusserat esse Deum. 
Discursus varii fontis garrire videres^ 

Prologus in somnum murmur euntis eratj 
Splendorisque sui facie fons ipse rigabit, 

Ut sua defessus pocula sumat homo. 



Alanus de Insulis, author of the ^bovc i^ 

and various other poems, was born about the "j* 

year 1180, and died at a very advanced age; he r ' 

is represented as one ^ 



Qui tria, qui septerp, qui totupa scibile $civit. 



It 



He was by birth a Scotchman, though this 
seems questionable, as Dempster says of him, 
that he was " Mona Insula natum," and Drex- 
elius, that he was a native of Sicily ; others agai n 
repute him a Frenchman, which last opinion xs 
most probable. He certainly prosecuted his stix - 
dies for many years at Paris, where he obtains <1 
the name of "The Universal Doctor." He \\^x.s 
however particularly eminent in his knowledge 
of theology and philosophy. He afterwards be- 
came a Cistercian monk, and was interred in the 
chapel of that fraternity with this epitaph : 

AlanuQ^ 
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Alanum brevis bora brevi tiimulo sepelivit 
Qui duo^ qui eeptem^ qui totum scibile scivit 
lure suum moriens dare vel retiilere nequivit 
Labentis saecli contemptis rebus egens fit 
Intus conversus gregibus cammissus alendis 
M ille ducenteno nonageno quoque quarto 
Christo devotus mortales exuit artos. 

His most celebrated work be called Anti Clau- 
dianus, of which Leyserus has exhibited speci- 
mens in hexameter verse. 

A more curious or more entertaining volume 
than this by Leyserus, has seldom come into my 
hands, and I think a judicious selection from it^ 
with brief notices of the poets of whose works 
specimens are given, would be a very desirable 
present to the public. 
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SUISETH. 

My attention to this distinguished personage, 
and the very curious volume hereafter to be de- 
scribed, was first excited by an anonymous cor- 
Jrespondent, to whom I have no other opportu- 
nity than the present of returning my acknow- 
ledgments. 

Suiseth is variously denominated in the different 
books I have consulted, some writers calling him 
Suseih, others Suisse tus, i^lias Suinshed ; he is 
also differently distinguished by the Christian 
names of Richard, Roger, and John. The fact I 
believe to be that his real name was Roger Suin- 
hed or de Suinhed, taking his name from a pkce 
called Swineshead, near Hoyland Abbey, in Lin- 
colnshire ; most probably he was connected with 
the monastery of Swineshead. It is however 
certain that he flourished in the reign of Edward 
III. and appears to have been a Cistercian monk 
in 1350. I lament to say that I can discover no 
very particular memorials of him beyond what I 
have seen in Bale de Scriptoribus Britannicis, 
who calls him RoG£K Suiseth, in Brucker's His- 
tory of Philosophy, and in Tanner's Biblioth. 
Historia, for all or almost all that is related of 
him in Morhofius seems founded on mistake. 

•8 He 
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He was a man of extraordinary acuteness and 
subtlety, and had a particular propensity to ma- 
thematical learning, which he appears to have 
taught at Oxford. He was also an ardent Aris- 
totelian, and wrote commentaries on ethics, 
physics and logic. The name of Calculator 
was given him from certain astronomical calcula- 
tions which he published. The book in all its 
editions is of such rarity, that Brucker says. 
You might as soon expect to meet with a white 
raven, and adds, 

Adeo rarus liber sit ut Naudaeus testatur ia 
nulla Bibliotheca sibi visa esse ejus opera quas 
tamen adeo commendat Scaliger, &c. &c. 

The famous Cardan says of him, " baud du- 
bium esse reor Barbaras (for so the Italian de- 
nominates all those who live beyond the Alps) 
ipgenio nobis baud esse inferiores quandoquidem 
sub bruma cseco, divisa toto orbe Britannia duos 
tamen ingenii clari viros Duns Scotum et Rich. 
Suisset emiserit." 

Panzer calls him Richard Suiseth, and thus 
describes the first edition of his book which was 
printed at Pavia. 

SuBtiLis^sTwi Anglici DoCTORlS Ri- 
Cardi Suiseth opus aureum calculationum. 
Plapia-1488. 

He 
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He however expresses a; doubt whether this 
should not be 1498. An edition certainly was 
printed at Pavia in 1498, which is described by 
Maittaire, Panzer, Gaignat and Seemillen 

The title of this last edition of Suiseth's work 
is 

SUBTILTSSIMI AngLICI DoCTORIS Ri* 

CARBi SuisETH opus aurcum calculationuoi 
quod inscribitur calculator ex recognitione Jok 
Tollentini Veronensis. 

Papie per Franciscum Gyrardengum MCCCC 

Lxxxxviir. 

This is id a Gothic chafacter, with signafnfes 
and catch-words^ but the pages are not num-* 
bered. 

There were two printers of the tiaine of Gy- 
rardengus, both of whom printed first at Venice, 
and afterwards at ^avia. They were probably 
brothers. This book was again reprinted at Ve- 
nice in 1520, and in a small folio. There is a 
copy of this in the British Museum, and my 
friend Mr. Douce has enabled me to describe it 
accurately. 

The title it is not necessary to repeat, but ic: 
appears from the Colophon that the editor was 
Trincovellus, of whom I have before made men- 
tion, and Suiseth is called Raymond, though \x\ 
the title he is named Richard. This however is 

cor- 
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tcted id MS. to Roger, which I take tp have 
his real name. 

lere is a short dedication by Trinc&vellus to 
stopher Arretin, who was also a physician 
rincaV'dlus was, in which he tells him tbkt 
ig beard of his desire that Suiseth's 'work 
Id be studied by his young people, to exer-^ 
md sharpen their wits^ he has undertaken 
iblish it, correct its faults^ &a &c. 
: the end of the dedication is the following 
of contents, which I transcribe for the be^ 
of all staunch Aristoteleans* ^ i 

actatus qui in hoc volumirie cOntinentQlTi 
De intentione et remissione. 
De DifFormibus. 
De intentione elementi habentis duas qua^ 

litates intensas. 
De intentione mixtorum. 
De raritate et densitate^ 
De augmentatione. 
De reactione* 

De Potentia rei« * 

De difficultate actionis^ 
De maximo et minimo* 
De loco elementi. ^ 

De luminosis. 
De actione lunrfnosL 
De motu local!* 
De medio non resistente. ^ 

r De 
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JDe indilctione {^Jdu8 sutntioi 

Questio de reactionejuyta seBtedtkni 

Aristdt. Stc* 

% 

V ■ • 

The last of thesef tracts ift Aot by Saisetfa^ by 
iVincavi^llos hitnsielfy acnd at the end of the pre^ 
ceding ti'efitise, De induct ibne^ ftc. t^ thi^ Cole* 
phoja. 

'^ Explicit calculatio<ium opus eareucn magis^ 
tri Raymundi Suiseth Anglici viri m hac facili- 
tate eminentissirm ai^ue Acuttsumi, naperdili- 
genti examine emendatum ab excellente doctore 
domino Victore Trincavello vcneto." 

I 

The above book occupies 74 leaVcli of la mode- 
rately sized foli6» printed in the Itialian black 
letter. 

Bound up with.the above book, in the copy be- 
longing to the Britidh Museum, is ibe following, 
of which I feel myself, bound to subjoin an ac- 
count, as I suspect it is intended to go with the 
other. 

The title isj 

Questio de modalibus-TBxsSAT^r Potrti. 
Tractatus proportionum introductoriut ad cal- 

culationes Suiss^bf* 
Tractatus proportionum l^oME* Bardua- 

^ Trac- 



Tjractatus proporHoilum Ni€holai Orew. 

Tractatus de latitudinibtis ejusdem NiCHOLAli 

TractatuB de latitudinibus formaFum BlasiI 
deParma4 

Vetietiis mandato et sumpiibus heredutn Oc-' 
taviani Scoti per Bonetum Locatellutn^ Kalen- 
dibus Septembribus, 1505. 

The following epigrams, and in partidular the 
first, seem worthy of being preserved* 

The first is by Jo.Volcalius, who signs himself 
Angl. 

Ir^ per immensum scopulis latitantibiis squor 
Nee tutum fuerit^ nauta nee ullus erat. 

Nunc quicunque velit placidas sulcare lacunas 
Nee timeat faeili pandere vela noto^ 

Apparent media scopuli quid tutius ? unda 
£t nitet in clara calculus omnis aqua« 

PHIUPPUS COSSUS. 

Suspenses hominum vultus tua dicta tenebaut 

Cognita quse nuUis suaviliafe forent 
Sed nunc Bassani clara qui a stirpe politis 

Ducitur auspiciis^ exeris ora tui. 

Prefixed is a dedication by Bassanus Politui^^ 
y^ho appears to have been a Doctor of Physic to 
Roderic Caravaial, Apostolical Prothonotary, 
in which he states the present to be an Isagogical 
work to that of Sujs£T« 

tS ^ Thit 
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This book is printed much in the saooe man- 
ner as that which precedes, and has about the 
same number of leaves, the first sixteen of which 
only are numbered. 



JOANNES 
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JOANNES HARTUNGUS. 

Among other particulars, for which I trust 
these volumes may now and hereafter be accepta- 
ble, the biographical sketches introduced of per- 
sonages distinguished for their parts and learn- 
ing, may claim some degree of attention. We 
often are sensible of obligation to eminent and 
^cute critics, of whom we know little more than 
their names. I have taken some pains to enliven 
my work in its progress, by collecting incidental 
information on these subjects, from the best au- 
thorities in my power, and from books of no Com^ 
nion occurrence. 

The name of Joannes Hartungus does not 
indeed often occur, but he was eminent in bis 
day, and the few things which he has left are 
valued by scholars, and are objects of research 
with collectors. 

He was born at Miltenburg, and although he 
prosecuted his studies in the university of Hei- 
delburg, he became a soldier, and served in the 
war against the Turks in Hungary. " Bello re- 
dux," says Fabricius, he became Professor of 
Greek at Heidelburg. But leaving this situ- 
ation on account of his religion, he taught Greek 
atFriburg, where he died in 1579, with the high^ 

y3 est 
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est reputation for learning, diligence, and inte- 
grity. He wrote the following epitaph upoa 
himself: 

P(5rbaps his principal work is 

LocoRUM Memorabixiuh ex optimis qui- 
busdam aiqctoribqs e^cerptorum Decurias iv. 

These will be found in a collected fbrm in the 
jsecond yolump of Gruters Fax Artiun), and fur-r 
nisb the curious and l^mrned reader with many^ 
jand h^ppy specimens of emendajory crijicisnu 
J subjoin t^o by *yay of ^Bxa»>plep 

Apud Demosthenem in ori^tione contra IVIidiam. . 
The coipmon reading is i<r»v% iUiairi 

MoSChppulUS iy TYi (TUVTOt^H — pV« COi ifiuTi — 

Whence it is evident that oo-ao-* must have befc- 
fQrrqpte.d from o(r» o-w. 

Again — - 

ApoUonii Tnterpres lib. !• citat ex Hoi^er" ^ 

XQUHO, yotp C,(aoy Trip £Ti xAttWsy oiohSoij 

Apud Homerum lib. «. Iliad. 

The 

J 

\-5 
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The above Loci memo abiles were separately 
published in a duodecimo form by Oporinus at 
Basil. 

The following I conceive to be of extraordi- 
nary rarity, as I never saw but one copy, which ig 
in the Bishop of Ely'$ collection. 

Pbqleopmeka Jo^^i^^is Hailtun^j ip tres 
priores OdysseoB Homeri Rapsodid^. 
Gratia et priyilegio Csesareo. 
Francofurti Chrislianus Egen excudebat 

This booji 13 inscribed " Ornatissimp adoles- 
centi Casparo Sut^ell a Mergethpn/* who was a 
pupil of Hartungus. 



Y 4 MANCI 
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EURIPIDES. 

EuRiPiDis Electha^ nunc priinum fn Iu« 
cem edita. 

Cum privilegio Pontificio et Cisesar^p pid De- 
ceninium. 

Roma M,D,XXXXV. J2mo. 

As far QS the rarity pf any publication is or can 
be concerned, there are not many which can en- 
ter into competition with this Editio Princeps of 
the Electra. 

I never saw any copy pf this play but in the 
Bishopof Ely's collection, which in all probabi- 
lity is that which was in Askew^s Catalogue, 
where it appears to have sold for one pound 
twelve shillings. 

The editor was Peter Victorius, who repub-? 
lished this play with a Latin translation in duo^ 
decimo in the following year from the sanje press. 

Peter Victorius was eminently distinguished 
for his exertions and success in rescuing old ma^ 
puscripts fi*om the dust anc) obscurity of conceal- 
ment. Pie is called by Gesner *' lUe unus tot 
librorum sospitator et -^sculapius." He has 
also been praised by Graevius, Fabricius, Bruck- 
cr, Freylag, and indeed by all whp have written 
' on 
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43utbo learned characters of the periQ4.inwh]cli 
Tictorius flourished. His commentaries upon 
jArjstotle have before been mentioned by me, 
as meritiqg a distinguished place ^moqg bool^s 
of rarity and value. 
Not less curious is this which follows : 



Petjii Vi^torii variarum Lectionum Libri 

Florenliae excudebat Laurentius Torrentinus 
MDLIIL cum Bummi Pontif. de cosm. Med. 
Florent. Ducis. privilegio. 

This book was afterwards reprinted at Lyons, 
and at Strasburg, but this first Florentine edi* 
tion is much the scarcest as well as the most 
beauiifuU 

The following tribute of praise is paid to Peter 
Victorius by Graevius in his preface to his edi* 
tion of Cicero's Epistles. 

" Petrus Victorius Princeps ingeniorum sui 
temporis judicio valcbat acerrimo ac ^ruditione 
magna quas cum pari conjuncta erat modestia. 
JHi uni plus Ciceko debet quam reliquis omni- 
bus qui in eo perpoliendo tcmpus studiumque po* 
suerunt, quorum plurimos superiusillud felixse- 
culum tulit, Italia praecipue omnis eruditionis 
jc^use in ilia refloruit Parens: borum enim pier 

risque 
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risque cultum quidem rcfert acceptum, scd Vic- 
torio^salutem. Non inficior alios enim solertes 
et doctos viros multos naevos Tullio detersisse, 
sed Victorius tot gravia vulnera, tot latentia et 
suppurata quas bonam valetudinem meniteban- 
tur in eo sanavit ulcera, ut principem inter om- 
lies locum obtineat" 

The following distich was written upon Victo- 
rius4)y Jacobus Boissardus, 

Victor cs, et vincis Musis et Apolline dextro 
Quin age Parcarum vincere claustra studes. 
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ROBERT WHITTINTON. 

As I am aware that my friend Mr. Dibdin has 
ken particular pains in describing the various 
id numerous publications of Robert Whittinton, 
}ball not expatiate at length upon the subject 
1th respect to the individual himself, I can 
obably communicate but few particulars which 
111 not be found in Mr. Dibdin's second volume 
on to be published. But the following book 
LS not, I believe, fallen in his way ; it was to- 
lly unknown to Ames, and although Wartoa 
is mentioned it in his history of English Poetry, 
i has done so erroneously. 
The book is as follows: 



Antylicon in defensione Roberti Whit* 
iNTONi in florehtissima oxoniensi Achademia 
aureati contra quendam Zoilum suae Gramma- 
:e oblatratam sub Lyci prosopopcia. 
Humiliabit Calumniatorem 
J. H. S. (in a Rose) 

This is perfectly a distinct work with its pccu- 
ir title page and colophon. Warton errone- 
aaly considers it as an Appendix to a work of 

Whit- 
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Whittinton*s, printed two years before, and cJOtt* 
tainin^ complimentary verses on Henry the 
Ei<rhtt., Cardinal Wolsey, Charles Brandon, 
DuKe of Suffolk, Sir Thomas More, and the 
poet laureat Skelton. 

At the end of the last copy of verses in the 
book, which is the immediate subject of this arli- 
cle, is the following Colophon : 

Londini in (Edibus Winandi Worcjensis. 
Novis Janua. xxi. supra sesqui- 
millesimum nostras Sal utis. 

Anno. 

The last leaf is ornamented on the sideS) but 
in the centre are the following sentences: 

Exacuerunt linguas suas sicut serpe 
tes venenum aspidum sub 
labiis eo- 
rum. 
Impii in tenebris centicesccnt quii 
in fortitudini sua robora 
bitur 
vir 
Humiliabit calumnutorem quia 
Obatructum est os loque 
tium ini* 
qua. 



At 
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At the bonom^ as ii> the first page, is a rose 
th J. H. S. in the centre. The last page is 
ghly ornamented, having in the centre Cax- 
n's Cypher, and at bottoiti Wynkyn Worde. 
I believe that the copy of this book, of «vhich 
have the use, is unique, at least I Jcdow of no 
her, an apology therefore cannot be necessary 
r subjoining the following specimen. I should 
ive observed, that all the verses in the book are 
gainst William Lilye, who is designated under 
le names of Zoilus and Lycus. 

Apollo ad novcm musas, 

Mnemosinaea cohors quae sunt pia numina vestra 
Posciinus alternis dicite fata modis. 

Nove musaru decreta in Lycoo. 

Clio. 

Quid'lyce sic ringls rabie furibunde canina 
Qua torquet j^tus dira megera tuum ? 
Phoebus amat lepidos sic mnemosinaea propago 
Vates^sed scurras ex Helycone fugat. 

Melpomene. 

Enturat bifidm mons ambrosia philomiisos ^ 

Nectareo aonius fonsq. liquore r6{4et^ 
Sed Medaea ferox tibi fercula dira parabit 
Pocula, vel PhlegfetOb te vcl Orexis aget. 

Thalia. 

Dat Demus intonsum divinis compU poetis 
Tempora daphaaeie froodis lioaor« t^i, 

Tutt» 
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Taxus olens^ eruca sakid et £»da mirkii 
Mirtus> dant capiti putida seita Ijci* 



. Euterpe* 

iHeriduiB montes calamos inflare sonoros^ 
Donant Maeonii grandisoiia4ue tubam, 
Emittit Pontus magis baud sceleiata acomte'^ 
Hie q cunctivorax efflat ab ore lycos. 

Terpsicore. 

Tnespiades plauduni per amoena vireta choreis 
Pymplea turba soiiat^ vaticinamq. chelynl 
Thyrsigeri thyasos faani satyrique petulci 
Menalus edocuit carmina spurca lycon. 

Efatho. 

Daphne primus amor Phoebi d^coravit'toidre 
Vates perpetuo et ditat amore novo, 
Aetna csdore novo semper tabesdt inardena 
Sic lycos invidulus deperit igne fiiio. 

Calliope* 

Mellifluos somnos confertpamassia rapes 
logeneratq. probis soninia vatiiica^ 
Quum somnum repetas insomnia mille reducunt 
Curse ulubres flammam tristis Alecto agitat. 

Polihymnia. 

Plectra juvant auimos curas adimunt et edaces 

Atq. hilares risus musa faceta movet^ 

Quura ridere velis suspiria ducat Enyo 

Vel sardo^ tibi contrahat -ora fero. 

Vranim 
1 
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Urania, 

Divino vates inspirat Apollo calore 
Chrysmate vel mentes imbuit ille sacro^ 
Tisipbone ogygio stimulat te dira furore^ 
Luctibus OdrysiLs livick corda terit. 

It is not to be supposed that William Lilye 
would suffer such atl attack to pass unanswered, 
and consequently he printed the following — In 
iEnignaatica Bossi Antibossicon primum, secun- 
dum, tertium ad Gulielmum Hormannum. It is 
probable, however, that being rival gramma- 
rians, many other biting scoffs had passed be- 
tween these two personages, and that Whittin- 
ton had also attacked Lilye under the assumed 
nlme of Bossus. 

As the reader will I doubt not be fully satisfied 
with the account which my friend Mr. Dibdin 
means to give of all the tracts of Whittinton, I shall 
merely add the title of the following book, with 
the verses addressed to Sir Thomas More, for it 
is no less singular than true, that they have not 
found their way into any edition of that great 
man's works, or into any description of his life. 

Opusculum Roberti Whittintoni in 
floretissima Oxoniensi Achademia Laureati. 

This inscription is placed on the royal arms, 
and the work contains complimentary verses to 

;5 Henry 
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Henry VIII. to Cardinal Wolsey, Charles Bran- 
don, Diike of Suffolk, Sir Thomas More, the 
poet Skelton, who is termed, I know not why, 
** Scheltonis Lavaniensis Poeta,** and a satirical 
copy of hexameters and pentan^eters in quendam 
Zoilum, by whom Lilye is probably intended. 

After these at the end of thje tract is: — 
Explicuit Roberti Whittintoni Oxonie Proto- 
vatis Epygrammata : una cum quibiisda Fane* 
gyricis Impressa Lodini per me Wynandum dc 
Worde. Anno post VirgineU' partu, M.CCCCC 
XIX. decimo vero kalcdar maii., 

A4 illustrissimum virum Thomam^Morum^ 
Praepotentissimi Regis Angliae Henrici Octayi Coni^ 

siliariiim 
Ac utriusque linguae Censorem perspicacissimum, 
Roberti Whittintohi incultum Carmen. 

Sin quid musa paras> carmjne stridulo 
Silvarum latebris assolita asperis, 
Morum tune canas^ non minus agnitum 
Re quam nomine splendidum. 

Ut quern Bistoniis hie Rhodopaeus 
Jncultor fidibus quem tulit aut Chios 
Yates Meonia personitet cbely^ 
Lieshous quoque barbito. 



Hie nam vatificos hisce crep undiis 
Pontes imbiberit quos celeLerriiuos 



Grynjs 
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Gryna^i nemoris piMes bi(^ excolit 
Gnatse et Mneihosmes nov^ih; 

Faciindte laribos niagniiScis deas 
Hie Suadae est alilus : Pleiooes nepos' 
Huic linguse aurifluas mutaera contulit' 
£t voce amplisoiia loqui. 

Astitese critie* lAysftica chi^iiiafti, ^t 
Aerifffixa idiolo vei'ba Dtiinantia 
Hie callet, fripodas vel Claiii Paftris" 
Soluit sphyngis et abdita. 

Res gestas memori mi^Dtie recotiditli 
tn promptu retinet : Romulidum duces 
Gessere egregise quicquid ; et Attici 
Olim Gens recutitaque^ 

Tom lii^eelatite dbcttis hie bppido 
Gutfi Gresas^, vaiias praeter^o a^tfenor 
Mirutn vox eadenl' tanta ideonlatat' 
Expresse sonat ut suum. 

Si quando rednat pieriis modis 

Credas Elysiis redditum huic aethert 
Vatem queiii genuit Suimo, vel incljrtum 
H|inc quern Bilbilis aedidit, 

OHCiltem bunc reputes vel Pylium loqiii 

Grandaevum> latii aut eloquii Patrea 

*f aflta ex ore flait soavi loquentia 
Ut qoovis^ aiAmos trahat. 

Hie creber salibus vel lepidis jocis 
Sed Momi cinici dente careatibus 

Z^ Scums 
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Scurris ire jubet summa lycambicum 
Morum censor hie urbicus. 

Virtutum cumulus cum sibi^ nemiuem 
Fastidit tetrica fronte seientulum 
Morosus niinime^ et moriger est sibi 
Morum quippe ea Comitas. 

Demorsos licet hasc musa Britannica .\" 
Angues baud sapiat ; si neque palleat 
Rivos Pindaricos, sis tamen alter et 
Maecajnas Pius Arbiter. 

Ad eundem ejusdem Whittintoni Hexastichon. 

Morum te vocltant quod agendo nil tibi praeceps^ 
At cum matura cuncta agis ipse mora. 

Disceret ut mores orbem peragravit Ulysses 
At Mori Eutopia plus docet ipsa domi. 

Pyranius et Tysbe in morum conversi ob amorem 
Turtureo morus ciomen amore capit 



It seems hardly necessary to observe that th^ tc 
seems at tliis period to have been no fixed czz)r- 
thography for proper names. In the very puLz^li- 
cation above described, the author's name in ^va- 
riously spelt, Whittinton and Whitinton. It:, is 
in other places not unfrequently written WJhi/f- 
tingdon. 

With the following extract from Wood I sha// 
conclude this article, in which the orthography 
of the name is again changed. 

VI. P. 19^ Fasti. Gxonienses. 

" Robert 
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** Robert Whityndon, the most famous gram- 
niarian of his time, had his head crowned, or 
his temples adorned with laurel ; at which time, 
and the time also when that degree was com- 
pleated, it was allowed to him by the venerable 
Regents that he might wear a hood lined with 
silk, but not to be used for the future by any 
body else." 

Warton, P. 1 30. V. 2. observes that Robert 
Whittington " affords the last instance of a rhe- 
torical degree at Oxford." 



z 3 BATRA- 
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BATRACHOMUOMACHIA, 

Batrachomuomachia Homeri PhilyimiQ in* 
terprete, et eulogia funebria* 4to. 1^13. 

There ^re few books of greater curiosity and 
scarceness than ^tbis which I am aboqt to dfi« 
scribe. 

Whether the editor Thiloninus Philymnus waai 
a real or fictitious name I have not been able to 
ascertain. Ernesti in his edition of Homer, con- 
siders it as an assumed name, and that the real 
editor was Thelonjus Cunradus, to whom thq 
titles of Poeta Laureatus are annexed. 

The following is what Ernesti says oq the sub-» 
ject of this book and its editor ; 

^^ Habeo exemplum Batrachomyomachiae (Er-r 
furti ni fallor) editqm an. 1^15. a Thiloninq Cu«» 
nrado Poeta Laureato qui ante Enfqrti egerat e{ 
ibi literas Graecas primum didicerat, post in Ita^ 
lia cofum pr&ceptores BapL Pium, Jac. Cru- 
csBuna Egnatum, et Philippum Beroaldum ha- 
4?uerat, tum autem in nova Academia Vitember-r 
gica vivebat vocatu ut opinor Principis. Is ait 
sibituma quibusdam suis et musarum amici^ 
oblata esset Batrachomyomacbia ut ecjeret, opi- 
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fi^r^^interpretaretur, fragtnenta se potius quam 
integrum carinef) agnovisse. Nam aniraadrer* 
tisse malta deesse qu» oUih legerat in Codice 
Homeri scripta apud Hieron. Balbum Poetam et 
Oratorem, in urbe Praga, quamquam noA himis 
emaculato. Itaque se edittirum ex oblato sibi ii- 
bro non fuisse nisi studiosi Grsecarum iiterarum 
Institissentiit ederet. Istud {gitur exemplum ru- 
dibus admodum Iiterarum iiguris et vitioftiisime 

expressum, adjuncta versione Poetica nen con- 
temnenda^ versus modo ccx^ctv. habet, estqMI 
Imprimis in loco de concilio Deorum valde 
mutatum; In numero versuum consentiunt edi* 
tiones Antiqure nee admodum dissentiunt in 
verbis et facile appareat a Florentina omnea 
l^uxisse/' 

The dedication is of this kind— 

Thiloninus Philymnus Poeta prseclariss. Rcip^ 
Herfurdiensis principi et Archisopho Joanni 
VuERLiCHio et Fi-AVio Matekno utriusque 
Tbeosophias consectaneo aihicis et Patronis suis 
ealutem et felicitatem optat, &c. &c« Yalete. 

Ex Leucorio novo Gymnasio scolastico ad 
Barbaricum Albim exposito nostro Larario mu- 
eico. Anno Virginei Partus M,D.XIIL Cal Feb. 

Then follows a translation of the poem into 
]Latin verse, which is succeeded by the Greek 

z4 texti 
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text, printed without any accents, nor has it any 
points with the exception of the colon. 
At the end of the Greek text is 

To this follow Eulogi^ funebria Thjlpz^iji 
Philtmni. 
^ A^ the enjd of the Elpgiesi 

"EfKyfuvTos Afuxopipu ; 

xao'^'^TfpswN : aff-o rou 
IwaNNou Trparixopcou : ^"^ 

I. y. |(A)7No( fAOMvt^imoq ^ 

■ ' A 

«;f tAoN rAo/Exx^otTEtv: sic pellere ^morem 

Antiquum facile est : quuui novus ardet amor — ■ 

(Christus amor vitse nostras : spes unica Chi istus 
Hie capiti frondes : laurea serta dabit, 

« 

X- 

n £uil *l 6ciy»T0( 

i (p 
^iunt nunc Candida nigra 
L 

De 
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Der Been ist ghefFochen 

1513. 

There are various typographical errors, and 
t will not have escaped the reader that in the 
ines above printed, tyu is printed for tru, and 
l(an for ^«ii. 

It is a very singular and certainly uncommon 
book, and is so considered by all bibliographers. 
I know of no cppy but in the Bishop of Ely's col- 
lection. Panzer, on the authority of Ernesti, re- 
presents it as printed at Erfujt. There was a 
copy in Asl^ew s catalogue, at which sale it ap- 
p^jnts to have been bought for 11. l^s. 
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Eligere aptasset^ raelioribus optima fads. 
Quis teneram et niveo insignem caodore puellam 
Augusta quae fronte^ oculo et micat^ Elizabetham 
Tarn bene ter magni referentem ipsa ora parentis^ 
Jam queat atque pari meritis extendere laude ? 
Quae licet et generis^ tuni formae munere^ sceptris^ 
Ipsa suis major cunctas me judice vincat 
Quot stlnt^ quot fuerant^ unquam prius Heroinas^ 
Attamen baud alio pra^stat magis indice pulcbri, 
Quam quod in aspectus pulcherrima pignora non tam 
Quisquam oculos capiat fixus dimittere fixoa 
Quam potius Divi ingenii^ penetra}ia sacra 
Suspicere^ omiSgeno musarum praedita cultii. 
Si spectes quas rara placent exempla^ venustam 
Huic Venus invideat faciem superata^ decoram 
Huic Juno speciem jumnon regina resignet 
Arte minor Pallas, huic et concedat Apollo, 
Quum canit, auratae vel cum testudinis omnes 
Per numeros varians arguto pollice currit. 
lUe deum iuterpres, certet si iqterpr^te lingua, 
Ille deum interpres, buic cedet munere linguae. 
Quo me musa rapis ? jam non nieus, haec rgo Phoebi 
Ipse etenim docuit, depromam oracula ab s^ntro, 
Foelix, o tanta genltoris imagine Virgo 
Foelix o sceptris, felix et munere divo 
Ingenii, felix et divae munere formae. 
Kestat adhuc aliquid, temet felicior ipsa 
Aude aliquando tui uimium cunctata pudoris 
Vincula felici et plusquam conferre marito ; 
Parvulus ut nobis Henricus lusitet aula. 
Qui bene pulcher avum referet, quo piilcluior alter 
Non fuit aut pulcbris unquam pra^stantior actis. 

3. A 
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3. De illustrium quorundam economus MxsceU 
nea^ cum EpigrammatiSj ac EpUaphiis noti 
illis. These nii3cellanies begin with an epistle 
Elizabeth, after she had recovered from a 
mgerous illness in 1562, and a solicitation for 
s recal from Spain in \56A. In this he gives a 
lost miserable picture of that country, particu- 
Tly complaining of the annoyance of insects. 

Musca^ culex^ cimices, graveolentia corpora^ mensis^ 
£t superant stratis^ turba proterva^ thoris. 

There are, he says, no birds, for the trees 
ave no leaves. 

£t volucres desunt^ nam desunt arbore frondes 
Qu^ curat f et nidum garrula ponat avis. 

The personages celebrated in these miscella- 
les, besides the queen, are the Lady Jane Grey, 
I an elegy on her death; Edward Shelley, 
Schellaeus) whose heroism is recorded in a long 
oem; Sir Thomas Poynings, Edward Belling- 
am, &c. and in epitaphs, Sir John Cheke, Sir 
'homas Parr, Lord Paget, of Beaudesert, Dn 
'ho mas Phayer, the translator of Virgil, Cha. 
(random Duke of Suffolk, and many others. 

There are also poems, on the civil war in 
■'ranee in 1562, on the burning of St. Paul's 
!Jhurch, in 156 1, on the peace in 1550, and an 

ronical poem in praise of avarice. 

This 
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TMs vaiume has several curious accompanii' 
ments ; namely, a head of Ghaloser cut' in 
wood, at the back of the title-p^e. A Latia 
poem in his praise, by Lord Burgbtey lumself^ 
which concludes thus : 



i . 



Haeo ego grandaevus posui tibi carmiiui: ptuca; 
Carmina mansurum studium testanlia nostrum^ 
Semper in oblita quia scis mihi mente repostus* 
Idque sciaut seri, post plurina saecla^ nepotes. 
Grata quibus fuerint pieta8> pmdentiay virtiM^ 
Quae divisa aliis^ Chalonero juncta fuere. 

If the Treasurer did not, in his old age, \vril» 
excellent verses, he at least wrote like a sincere 
and constant friend. At tiie end is> also this crpi'- 
taph, on Sir Thomas Chaloner, written by the 
celebrated civilian and eminent scholar, Walter 
Huddon. 

NatUra Thomas Chaloaems, «t arttf vakbaty 

Utilis et patriae vir fuit ilie suaef^ 
Publica cum magns^ suseepk maaera laudey 

Laude pari libros scripserat ille domi> 
Sic patriae vixit magno, dum vixit, honore 

Sic patriae magno>. eoncidit ille malo. 

There is likewise a: dedication to ^cif, 6y 
William Malim, including a sketch of Cbaloner> 
life. Another dedication to the same, by Tho- 
mas Chaloner, the son, then at Magdalen Col- 
lege, Oxford, an address to the reader by l^a^ 

\vaif 
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lim, and recommendatory verses, as was usual^ 
by various persons. Six Greek verses, by Malim, 
are prefixed to the panegyric on Henry the^ 
Eighth, with that editor's character of Chaloncr 
— this short account may properly conclude : -. 

* '^ Singularis erat in illo diligentia^ raram 
Ingenium, Judicium altuin> varia lectio^ mores 
Cum sale festivi, vita integra.'' 

In the earlier pari of his life Cbaloner pub* 
llsbed an £nglish translation of Erasmus's Mo- 
rten encomium^ wiiich is still extant 

* It will not escape the classical reader that we have ia 
im place $ad false quantities, and from a schoolnuu^ter . 



Grants 
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DROS.EUS- 

GRAMMATICiE QuADRALINGUIS PaRTI- 

TiTiONES in gratiatn puerorum autore Joanne 
Drosseo in utraque juredoctore illustrissimo. 

Parisus ex ofBcina Christiani wecheli sub 
scuto Basiliensi in vice Jacobseo. 

Anno M.D.XLIIII. 

Cum privilegio Regis ad quadrienniuro. 

Small folio. 

This IS probably the only* Latin book that was 
ever printed with accents. This circumstance 
renders it both curious and valuable. 
In the Bifliop of Ely's collection. 
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Antoninus Archiepiscopus Florentinus de 
istitutione Cohfessorum. 
In fine. 

Explicit siimma confessionum sen interroga- 
rium pro simplicibus confessoribus editum ab 
rcbiepiscopo florentino, videlicet fratre Anto- 
no Ordinis predecatorum. Finita in monte 
egali anno domini M.CCCC.LXXII. die 
am. Mensis Octobris. 

Queiii genuit quondam Germana Antverpia potens 
MathiaB Antonius virtute insignis et arte 
Baldasar et socius cocderius omnia supra . 
Utile opus cunctis finxerunt Antonianum 
Arte nova formae : quae correctissima certe 
Ordine cuocta suo nos crimina nostra fateri 
Instruit : et lepram inter lepram noscere quanque 
Hoc opusj hoc Dostram sic continetecce salutem* 

Ergo in Monte Regaii per Antonium Matthias 
ntverpienBem et Balthassarem Cordetium 
XCCCLXXII. 4to. 

This very rare and curious book is but little 
lown to bibliographers. It is printed in a.very 
^at Roman character, and without signatures. 
It was of such high reputation in its day, that 
passed through a great multitude of editions, 
ad was in particular reprinted by Laver, at 

Aa 
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Rome, and by Jenson at Venice. Panzer enume* 
rates and describes no less than forty editions 
before the year 1500. The various other works 
of this prelate appear to have enjoyed equal po- 
pularity, and of these there are many which de- 
serve a place in the catalogue of uncommon 
books. This remark particularly applies to the 
Chronica, printed at Nuremberg by Koburger, 
in 1484. 

Antoninus was born at Florence in 1389. He 
was a Dominican friar, and was elevated to the 
rank of Archbishop of his native city in direct 
contradiction to bis wishes. 



HIERONYMUS VALLIS. 

I have already given a caution to ray readers 
pot to expeO; in this portion of my work any at' 
tention either to chronolo<^ical order or careful 
arrangement of subjects. I merely notice such 
wor]f:s as have been thrown in my way, which I 
Jcnow to be rare and valuable, and concerning 
which some literary anecdotes, more or less in- 
teresting, may be communicated* 

HiERONTMus Vallis, or as be is also called 
DEVALLiBUS,and sometimes Vallensxs, was a 
distinguished poet of the fifteenth century. He 
was employed by the republic of Venice on §tate 
{^ffairs at ^pme^ and wa^ therq supposed to have 

been 
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poisoned in the year 1443. He was a very 
it poet, and among other things publi(hed 
ilowing in Latin hexameters, which maybe 
d among the scarcest books. 
EaoNYMi DE Vallibus Jesuida seu vita , 
ti. 

is book, or rather poem, is printed in the 
ic character, which is by no means inelegant 
rom the type is ascribed by Panzer and 
bibliographers to Michael Wensler and 
Biel, who printed at Basil about the year 

is inscribed Ad Pietrum Donatum urbi^ 

e Presulem dignissimum — the following 

limentary lines to that distinguished scholar 

be allowed the merit of much classical 



quoqiie quern sanctus vite nitor undique tollit^ 
U8 et extremas orbis penetravit in eras 
Da» ingens virtus monim, saactissima vitas 
ligio, humanis pulchre comitata canienis 
Biiperis : Xiatialis hoaos, hinc aspice presul 
lytej tuque auras classi concede secundas. 
m mihi C^sar ades, atque es mihi venis Apollo, 
c dubitem aiispiuis tantis deductus habeii 
»h fortunatum, ac divino degere nutu, 
c adsis Donate, pater, tutare capenCem 
!tra, licet tenui ac juvenili inducta cothumo, 
m post cum fuerim scribendi comnioda nact^ 
mpora, cum studiis maneat tutissima cseptia 
mibi parta quies, majorque adv«aerit letas 

Aftt Incipim 
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Incipiam graviora^ tiias^u^ ab origine gentis 
Deveniens^ tua gesta cananij modo fata 8ecHDdent|^ 
Ac mea nunc primo i e^lentiu' Carbasa vento 
{ittpra destitiuiii^ et medium fe^Qir altu^ in aequpr* 

Frpqi the above we inay infer, that this waj 
^he i^uthor's first performanqe. After theinvocsi-' 
tion to Dopatqs,. th^ poet proce^da to represent 
pn asseQ)bly of (he inferqal spirits coavoked^ by 
Pluto, his speech to the Dsemons, and th^ cjr^ 
pumstances of the passion of our Saviour, 

The poem was often republished in various 
forms, and the different editions have been eBu- 
^lerated an<i described by F^bricius* 

The copy which I have consulted of tlie above 
^fst edition belongs to (t^e Bi3hQp of Ely. 



JOACHIMUS 
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JOACHtMtrS PERiONltJS. 

JoACHiMi Perionii Benedlctini Coritixria-^ 
Ceni Dialogorum de linguae dalHcse Origine, 
ejusquc cum Grj&ca cognatiotie Libri qiiatudr ad 
Henricum Valesium Gallorum Regem. 

l^arisiis apud Seba&tianum Niveliium sub Ci- 
coniis iti Via Jacob^a 1555. ISmo^ 

JoACHiifus PtRioNius was a Benedictine 
monk, born a little before 1500, in Toiifaine, 
and has been commended by various ^rit^rs foi^ 
the purity and elegance of his Latinity. He 
tvrote many other works, which afe all of cond* 
derable reputation, and for the niost peLrt of un- 
common occurrence. 

Perionius was by no means the only one who 
lias written on the affinity between the Greek and 
French languages. There is a celebrated tract 
of Henry Stephens de la Conformity de language 
Francoise avec le Grec. Paris 1566^ But oii thii 
subject the following was the opinion of Sdaligen 

** Frustra laboraht, Perionius, H^ Stephanas 
ct alii in Gallicajlingufle ex grceca repetenda ori^ 
gine, ad utriusque cognatione pfobanda, quad 
res ita se haberet, cum certissiutium sit et banc et 
Hispanam Italatiique, a Romania, Italaque cor- 
mpta fluxisse. Hinc non mirum si sieprssime! 

A a 3 iueptiant 
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ineptiant in suis etyniologiis frigidissimis, ut rel 
ex hoc unoPerionii exemplo patet, qui Maisoit 
e Graeco oTho^, cum sine dubio origenem trahat 
a Mansione." 

Barthius in his Adversaria argues much to the 
same effe^. 

The passage to which Scaliger above alludes, 
will both demonstrate the wantonness of etymo- 
logists, and serve as a specimen of the book 
which is the subject of this article. 

^^ Domos ut scis inquit Maisons vocamus, et 
cochleas earum vis, quorum prtum te malim 
quam me exponere, quum ad Grxcum sermonem 
cujus sum ignarus me fere traducis. Domum 
Maisons inquam, appellamus vel a mansione 
quod in ea maneamus, vel e graeco verbo, oTxo? 
quod in accusandi casu oixov facit. Nam si per 
prothesin m praepoiias, et c leniter ut s prouun- 
cies, ;7202fonhabebis,quem admodum nonnulli per 
o non per a quasi originerh graecam retinentes pro* 
ferunt Cochleas autem domorum vis appella* 
mus quod ad eas nos vertentes ascendamus. — 
Yertere enim nos ut scis virer dicimus. Pars^ 
est inquit infima domus pra^ter fundamenta in. 
qua vinum condi solet quee si fornice non con— 
' stet, ceZ/ier, si constet, cave a nobis nominatur-- 
quorum quam originem esse vis ? Eam inquanr: 
cdlicr duplici 1 appellamus a cella. Cellai eniraa 
yinaria utrumque genus Latine dicitur ; sed cav^ 
nive a Cavea qui locus erat in theatre infimu^ 

un 
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unde homines prodibant, sive a concavitate e 
cavando, quod cavari lapides lis sedificaadis so-^ 
lerent,'' &c. &c. 

With the same kind of unnatural distortion 
Ville is derived from iroXiy, £clat from xX»0-/M«y 
defamer from ivq^nfAuv^ vocare from i ixa^fn^, lachc 
from /3a»xo(, reverie from pf/tAPaso-fAo^, &c. &c« 

This curious, rare, but most whimsical book 
has a prefatory address to the l^ing of France, in 
which the author engages to publiih withoutdelay, 
the commentaries of Origen On the gospel of St* 
John, translated by himself into Latin. 

I do not think that this work ever appeared^ 
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SENECA. 



Th4^following very curious and rare tract is in 
the Bishop of Ely's colleAion. 

Incjpiunt prov£rbia Seneca se 
cundum'ordinem Alfhabeti. 

4to. 



At the fend of this tract are found the follow- 
ing eomplimentary verses, Gabrielis Carchani 
Mediolanensis Doctoris eximii in artificen car* 
men laudatorium. 

Janique pene abstiteret Senec» monumenta Vetu6ta» 
Vixque erat haec uUus cui bene nota forent^ 

Tarn bona, sed docti Mathiae fcripta Monavi 
Artificis^ non est passa perire manus^ 

Huic igitur meritas grates studiosa juventus 
Pro tain sublimi munere semper agas. 

Now this epigram also appears in the rare and 
curious edition of the whole of Seneca's works, 
printed at Naples, by Matt. Moravus in 
1475. But nothing can be more certain than thai 
this tract was not printed by Moravus, for not- 
withstanding that it is in the Roman character, it 
does not at all resemble the types used by that prin- 
vter. 6^i a curious piece of typographical history^ 
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is here involved, and in the progress of this wprk 
I have had occasion to animadvert to others of a 
similar nature. It was the frequent custom of 
the early printers to transfer with every particu- 
lar circumstance of date, place, and name of the 
ts: printer, the colophons of those books which they 
reprinted, which has often led to whimsical mis- 
apprehensions and mistakes. Many examples 
of the kind abovementioncd might be easily ad- 
duced, and it is notorious that many of the Ger- 
man books which issued ^' E monasterio Sor- 
)I!oi' tensi," have been ascribed to Christopher Val- 
cfciJi darfar, because one of them from the incident 
€£ above explained has his name in tlie Colophon. 



ISt» 
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MEERMAN. 
Gerardi Meerman et Doctorum Viro- 

RUM AD EUM EpiSTOLiE ATQUE OBSERVA- \ 
TIONES DE ChART^E VULGARIS SEU LlNE^ 

Origine. 

Edidit ac Praefatione instruxit Jacobus Van 
Vaassen Hagse Comitum apud Nicholaum Vao 
Daalen. 

M.DCCLXVII. 

I have more than once incidentally introduced 
in these volumes the subject of Paper and its 
manufacture, as being in a particular manner 
connected vi^ith one of the objects of this publi- 
cation, namely, the progress of typography, 
from its invention to the present period. As nevr 
information has presented itself, I have thought 
it a sort of duty to find a suitable opportunity of 
introducing it. 

The book of which the present article is the sub- 
ject, is so very rare, and so very interesting, that 
in expatiating upon its contents, I accomplish a 
double object. I inform the collector of a cu- 
rious book deserving his research, and I gratify 
myself, and I should hope also many of my 
readers, by extending their information on a sub^ 
8 ject 
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ject of no mean importance in typographical his- 
tory. 

I beg therefore to recall to the mind of the 
intelligent reader that there were three distinct 
kinds of paper memorable, as being in general 
use at three distinct periods.* ' 

The first is that which is commonly known un- 
der the denomination of ^Egyptian paper, made 
of the filaipents of the Papiru3 of the Nile, or 
from the leaves or the bark of trees. 

I say nothing of vellum or parchment, because 
manuscripts and public documents appear to 
have been inscribed on the skins of animals from 
the earliest periods of antiquity, which from 
their greater claim to durability may easily be 
imagined. We have a public document, stating 
that vellum and parchment were used and pre- 
ferred for the purpose of public records, on ac- 
count of their being less liable to the injuries of 
lime, inserted in the book, which is the subject of 
this article. 

It is taken from the Sicilian Constitutions 
*' ex Constitutionbus Siculis Friderici 11. Imp. 
Rom. a. 1221. 

'^ Volumus etiam et sancimus ut instruments 
publica, et alise similes cautiones non nisi in Per- 
gamenis in Posterum conscribantur. Cum enim 
torum fides multis futuris temporibus duratura 
speretur, justum esse decernimus ut ex vetustate 
Ibrsan d^structionis periculo non isuccuaibant" 

But 
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But to return to the Mgyptxan paper,— This 
appears to have been in constant use among the 
(jreeks, Romans, and other nations of Europe^ 
fill the tenth century, when on account of the 
ex pence and labour of its fabrication, it began to 
decline *• 

The use of ^he -Egyptian paper was succeeded, 
not as Salmasius and other learned men have 
affirmed, by the paper made of linen rags, but 
by the Charta Bombycina, or as it is indiffe- 
rently written, Bambycina or Bambacina, 
awo Tw p^fA^vxocy that is, paper made of cotton. 
Perhaps it is not altogether unworthy of remark 
that the term for cotton at this day ih '- Italy is 
Bambaccio. 

It is certainly a curious fact, and corrobora- 
tive of the above position, concerning the dura- 
tion of theiEoYPTiAN, and the first introduction 
of the Cotton paper, that of the manuscripts of 
the tenth, eleventh, and twelfth centuries, by 
far the greater part are on vellum ; and very few 
are found written on cotton paper, whilst in the 
thirteenth, fourteenth, and following centuries^ 
the greater part of the manuscripts 'are on cotton 
paper, and very few indeed upon velluni. This I 

^ A very curious and enlertainiog accouiit of the manii*- 
facture of paper in Japan^ from the bark ^i. treesyinay ))« 
seen in the Amsenitates Exotics of Kempfer, p. 466 9A 
468. The Japanefe prefer^ it feems^ for this purpose 
the bark of the mulberry-tree. 

karot 
2 



LIBRI MISCELLANEL 365 

learn from Montfaucons Palseographia Grmca. 
After this period the common mode of describing 
a nratiuscript was to say of it, it is written on 
vellum, and not on cotton paper. 

The cotton paper, it is generally believed, was 
invented in Arabia, and from thence circulated 
among all the nations of Europe, with whom it 
undoubtedly continued in constant use, till the 
thirteenth century. To ascertain the precise pe- 
riod and tke particular nation of Europe, when 
and among whom the use of our common paper 
fabricated from linen rags, first originated, was 
a very earnest object of research with the learn- 
ed Meermain. The obligations of literature to 
this most distinguished scholar require not my 
praise ; he has erected to himself in his Oai- 
gin'bsTypographicje an enduring monument 
But in order to accomplish his immediate object 
with respect to the history of the Charta Lintea, 
he proposed a reward of twenty-five golden du- 
catSy or books to that value, to whoever should 
discover what on due examination Ishould appear 
to be the most ancient manuscript or public do- 
cument inscribed on paper fabricated fi*om linen 
rags *. These proposals were dispersed through 
all parts of Europe, and this little volume con- 

• '' Viginti et quinque aureorum (Ducatos vocant) qui 
Victori aut numinis mut Dbris apud Bibliopolas venalibus 
fkd ejus afbitrium solventor.'' 

tains 
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tains the answers which Meerman received froa 
different learned correspondents. 

He did not, however, receive a great many 

communications on the subject, and of this he 

complains in the following letter to the learned 

Longoiius, who was the editor of Pliny^s epis- 

'ties, and of other classical works. 

Viro Clarissimo atque Doctissimo P. D. LoB' 
golio. 

S. P. D. 
G erardus . Meerman* 

Laetus gratusque accepi v. cl. quse ad me nu- 
per misisti literaria munuscula, imprimis decharta 
antiquissima lintea tibi nota programma, quod 
cum voluptate fructuque legi. Utinam alii viri 
docti ad quos exempla admouitionis meie per 
totum fere terrarum orbem sparsi, sque mihi 
propitii essent, ad communicandas suas bac de 
re observationes. At vix quinque vel sex litem 
sunt, quas super hoc argumento recepi, quum 
plusquam centum Literatis meam opellam mise- 
rim, eaque insuper permultis Diariis inserta 
fuerit Ad^o grave illis esse dixeris opem mihi 
ferre. Expecto autejn proxime subsidia ex An- 
glia, unde amicus mihi scripsit, reperiri inter 
Archiva Episcopatus Cantuariensis ebartam 
linteam quse fere ad a. 1280 ascendat Vereor 
auttem ut ejus origo nostra setate detegatuf. Si 
eam in rem integrum opusculum mediteris, bene 
feceris, si expectes donee anno proximo deo vq> 

leutq 
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leote in Actis Lipsiensibus publice exposuero 
qijiid ex variis Europe partibus eo circa ad 
meam perTcnerit notitiam* Vale Vir CL et mo 
amare perge* 

Dab. Stadvici in prcedio meo suburbano prope 
I^eidam. d. 29. Maii 1762. 

The learned men who remitted the result of 
their investigations on this subject to Meerman, 
were J. C. Gottsched of Leipsic, C. A. Bel of 
the same city, P. D, Longolius, Greg. Maian- 
fiius from Valentia in Spain, our countryman 
Dr. Ducarely J. Samuel, Heringen, and mor^ 
particularly and at considerable length J. PhiK 
Murray, of Gottingen. 

The result of these enquiries seems far from 
conclusive, nor can . this be wondered at. It 
surely is more than probable that at first the ma- 
terials of cotton and linen might be mixed, nor 
can it be an easy matter to determine accurately 
between the one and the other. Dr. Ducarel 
expressly declares that he could find no person in 
England who would undertake to give a decided 
opinion upon the subject. 

** Septem octove adhinc mensibus omnemia- 
pidemmovi; nt inveniremqui notam mihicharac- 
teristican^ qua, tanquam certissimo argumento, 
xharta Linea a Cottonica distingui posset, mon- 
straret ; quapropter quosdam Amicos consului, 
qui Societati turn Regias Scientiarum tunc Anti- 
quariorum adsciti sunt, itemque Prasfectos Mu- 
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Hfl^i Britannici, imo ut verbo dicam omnes eos, 
a quibus suppetias quasdam hac parte exspec* 
tare potuissem, frustra. Quum nemo hie repe- 
riatur, cui difFeritas chartaiii Lineam inter atqnc 
Cottonicam adeo sit explorata, ut certi quid in 
hac re prouunciare ausit. Hoc paucis memo- 
randum fuit, ut persuasus sis, Vir ill. absque 
hujusmodi notis, et certissimis indiciis inter 
utrunique chartae genus discriminis, inutilem 
prorsus in hoc argumento na^ari operam." 

It appears to be an established fact that paper 
made of linen rags existed in the year 1308, and 
it is probable that the honour of the invention is 
due to Germany. The prize was awarded to G. 
Maiansius, whose indefatigable attention to the 
subject seems well to have deserved it. 

With respect to England, the most ancient 
specimen of this sort of paper is ascertained to 
be of the year 1 342, and in the reign of Edward 
HI. but there are many manuscripts in this coun* 
try unquestionably of the fourteenth century. 

The communications in this little volume will 
be found to contain much curious and interest- 
ing information, and I have been induced to ex- 
patiate the longer upon it, because the book is 
of very uncommon occurrence, and because Mr. 
Astle in his excellent work on the origin and pro- 
gress of writing, has touched but very slightly on 
the subject. 

Much^ 
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. '.Mudi itifgrOiajioQ will l>Q, fpund concerning 
tlie material, for writing, upon, in a boqk not. 
often, to be met with, and printed on paper 
made of straw onl^^ by Matthias Koops^ £sq. 
8vo. 1801. 

I take my leave of MfiERHAN, with tran- 
^bing the foUpwing circumstance, which is re« 
Igted by him in his Origines Typpgraph. P. gS, 
and which may still render it doubtful what 
book is to claim the distinction of the first printed 
book. 

He speaks there of two editions of the gram* 
matical work of Alexander de Villa Djli.— 
One of them he remarks was shewn me at Lon- 
don by the learned Jacob Bryant. It was in fo- 
lio ; Roman type and not inelegant, it had thirty 
lines in a page, and at the end the IbliPwing re-^ 
markable inscription: 

" Alexandri de villa Dei Doctrinale Deo laudes 
' feliciter explicit. Impressum sat incommode. 
Cum aliquarum rerum quas ad banc artem per* 
tinent, impressori copia fieri non potuerit inhuius 
artis inicio : peste Genu®, Ast, alibique mili- 
tante. 

" Emendavit autem hoc ipsum opus Venturi- 
nus Prior, Grammaticus eximius, ita diligenter, ut 
cum antea Doctrinale parum emendatum in pie* 
risq. locis librariorum vitio esse vidcretur, nunc 
illius cura diligentia adhibita in manus hominum 
quam emendatissimum veniat. Imprimentur au« 

Bb tern 
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tern pofithac libri tltitmB generis litteris et ele^ 
ganter arbitror. • Niatti et fabri et aliarum rerum 
qbarum bactenus pi^omptor indigus fiiit, illi 
dOqc Dei munere eopk est, qui cuncta disponit 
pro suae voluntatis arbitrio Amen. " 

Now it is a certain historical ftct that th^re 
^as ho plague at Genoa, between the yean 
1440 and 149Q* When tbe^fere vm this book 
printed? 
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REICHENSTEIN. 

Reichexsteik is a town in Silesia, and of 
some celebrity for its silver mines. Tiiere waf 
certainly a printing press established tliere at no 
long interval after the invention of printing, and 
yet it is very extraordinary thati I £nd no men- 
toon of any book produced from this place, ei** 
ther in Panzer, Maittaire, Santander, or indeed 
in any of the bibliographers. 

I find in Panzer, voL 4. p. IS I. the foUoiving 
book. 

DiALOGUS inter Hugonem, Catonem et Q)^ 
verium super libertate Ecclesiastica elaboratus 
— Fol. 

This book is without date, place, or name of 
printer, but there is a reference to the supple* 
ment to Maittaire, by Denis, from which it ap- 
pears to be the same book with one which is in 
the collection of Mr. Wodhuli, but which has 
the name of the place and the date. 

The title is the same with that in Panzer, but 
at the end is Rychensteyn. 1477. 

It is identified to be the same book by the sub* 
ject, which is ^^ whether in times of famine aiiU 
loss may take toll of corn from ecclesiastics." 
That the book must be rare there can be no 

B b 2 doubt, 
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doubt, whether it be of any other value I am not 
able to determine. 

Mr. Wodhull has also a copy of the following 
book, which for a similar reason seems to de- 
serve mention in these volumes. 

Papa Gy iDO Decisiones Parlamenti Delph— 
Pol. 

GracIonopoli Apr. 29- — 1490. 

Moreri says that the author died in 1487, af> 
ter having published this and various other works. 
But I have been able to discover no notice of 
any such publication in Maittaire, Denis, or 
I^anzer. The two last make mention of a com* 
mentary on these decisions of Papa Guido, of 
the date of 14y6. See Pander, vol. 4. p. 6&\, and 
Denis suppl. p. 414, But the only book de^ 
scribed by Panzer as printed at GraCionopoiis 
(Grenoble) is La Vie de Saint Christophe par 
Antoine CheValet, and this was printed so 
Ute as iB 1 ji30. 
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JACOBUS DE THERAMUS. 

Jacobi de Theramo consolatio Peccatorum 
— alias Belial Augusts Vind. per Jolmniiem 
Schusslen An, 1472. 

I am induced to notice this book as well on ac* 
Munt of Its great rarity, as because it involves 
several curious incidents. 

The subject of the book is a dialogue betweea 
Moses and Belial, in which the former is the ad* 
vocate of our Saviour, and the latter of the in- 
fernal spirits, and Solomon is represented as the 
judge between the parties. It was so adapted to 
the popular taste of the times, that it was very 
often reprinted and translated into various Eu- 
ropean languages, notwithstanding its insertion 
in the catalogue of prohibited books. 

It is also remarkable for being the last book 
which was printed by John Schussler, whose fivo 
presses were afterwards purchased byy Melchior 
Stamhamius, abbot of the monastery SS, Udal- 
rici et Afne, and, as it appears for the sum of . 
seventy-three florins^ Whether Schussler died 
at this time or retired from business I have not 
been able to discover. All the books of Schuss-* 
ler are remarkable for the cletrni^ and beauty 

Bb3 / pf 
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of the ink, which distinction is not remarkable 
in the books subsequently printed at Augsburg. 

The Bishop of Ely, to whom the above book 
belongs, possesses also from the same press, 



Petri de Crescenths^ Libri 12, ruralium 
Commodorum, H?!* 
This is the Editio Princeps of the work. 

The author was a physician, and of Bologna. 
At the age of seventy he published this work 
upon agriculture and rural economy. It is said 
to have been first written in Italian. The pre- 
face, however, of this edition is in Latin, and 
the author says nothing of its having been writ- 
ten in any other language. It is inscribed in a 
prefatory epistle to Charles II. King of Sicily and 
Jerusalem. 

It is a beautiful book in every respect, but 
particularly in the whiteness and substance of 
the paper. Orlandi by mistake assigns this book 
to Strasburg. 



Flavii JosEP'Hr Bellum Judaicum et Anti- 
quitatesw- 1470. 

This I have described before as I also have 

Orosti 



LIBRI MISC£LLAN]II. 3T$ 

OtOf U HlBTOAl^ U7U 



Trii^artit^ Histqri^ «^ Socrate^ Sozo« 
meno, et Tbeodorito excerptse ab Epiphanio 
Scbolasticp latine redditse et a Cassiodoro ia 
Gompendium redacts L. xii. 1472« 

Editio Princ£]Ps— -In fine. 

Hfdtorie tripertite libri nutnero duodecim 
jam domino prsestante finiunt feliciten Noa 
quidem cborograpbati sed ipsa qu£ a summo 
demissa est arte« 

This is the only edition of this work ttrhich is 
in any repute, which may perhaps account for 
its grea^ rarity* It possesses all the excellence 
which distinguishes the books of Schussler's 
press, beautiful paper, ink, large margin, &c* 
It was unknown to De Bure, as the edition of 
Josephus abovementioned was to Maittaire. 

J. deTurr£CR£mata Expositio in Psalmos 
—1472. 

This is the second edition of this work accord- 
ing to Panzer. There is another edition without 
date printed also by Schussler, and the two are 
often confounded. 

There is a third edition also in the same col* 
lection, which has a 9laim to particular notice. 

Bbl* JoH. 
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JoH. D£ TuRR£CRi:iiATA Cardioales 8i»cti 
sexti iilxpositio in Psalterum Roms: per provi- 
dual Virum Lupum Galluin fratrcm Udalrici 
Gallide Bienna — 1476. die 21. Fcbruarii FoL 

in this book, the titles of the Psalms are 
printed in Gothic letters, the rest of the text fs 
Roman. There is something also very unusual 
in the punctuation. 

But I was principally induced to notice this 
book from the circumstance of its being the only 
one in which I have seen the name of Lupus 
Gallus the brother of the famous Ulric.G alius. 
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ALBERTUS DE BYB. 

The book which I am about to describe should 
have preceded the Margarita Fhilosophica no- 
ticed ki p. 242 of this volume, which, though 
curious, is inferior both in curiosity and scarce- 
ness to the following. 



Alberti de Eyb Margarita Poetica. 

In fine — 

Anno a nativitate domini millesimo quadrin* 
gentesimo septuagesimo secundo die vero se- 
cunda mensis decembris finita est hec sun^m'a 
Albtrti de Eyb vtriusque juris doctoris eximii 
que Margarita Poetica dicitur, per industri- 
osum impressorie artis Magistrum Johannem 
Sensenschmid civem nurembergensem cujus dili- 
gentiam imprimendi corrigendique opus ipsum 
optime manifestat. 

In the Gothic character, no signature, catch- 
vord, &c. 

Prefixed is an index of contents. There can- 
not be a greater proof of the rarity of this book, 
than its having been erroneously assigned by 
Maittaire, De Bure, and others, to Koburgtfr. 
Some bibliographers also have mistaken the date^ 
4 and 
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and in the Solgar catalogue it is referred to tbf^ 
year 1478, whereas the colophon decides both 
the^ date and the name of the printer, and it is 
lEtlso the first boitto which Sensenschmid's name 
appears. 

I am aware that foreign bibliographers ai^ 
not always to be relied upon when they speak itf 
the relative rarity of books, but I cannot forbear 
transcribing what is said of this edition of A de 
Eyb's book from the Solgar catalogue. 

" Libri per-rari editio originalis omnium n* 
rissima, uti omnia hujus illustris Auctoris pe^ 
raris adnumeranda, vid de eximia rariUMe Bib* 
lioth. Sarrazian. 1*. 170." 

The book is inscribed to John Bishop of Mu9- 
ster and duke of Bavaria, and contains precep^t 
and extracts from the ancient writers, on sub- 
jects of philosophy, history, eloquence and 
poetry. It may be consulted with much benefit, 
and not improbably some new readings in classic 
authors might repay the labour of collation. 

The author has given at the end of bis work vi 
index of the writers from whose works he bai 
collected his materials. The forn) of his refe* 
rence is somewhat particular. After recapitu- 
lating various books which he has consulted, he 
concludes thus, 

" Liber remediorum ejusdem PetrarcfasB ad- 

versuB et prosperee fortuna^ Item ex Terentii afri 

Com^diis, qujcsunt, Andria^ Eunuchus, Hcaq- 

1 tontiino 
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lontimorumenos, Adelphi, Ecyra et Phormio 
amiliares elocutiones. Item ex Plauti Comae- 
liis usitatis quas sunt Amphitruo, Asinaria duo 
Captivi^ Curculio, Ca89ina| Cislellaria, Epi- 
licus, et Aulularia, singulares dicendi commo* 
fitatet. Et ex ejusdem Plauti Comisdiis inusi- 
tpitiii et noviter^repertis, quas sunt Mustellaria^ 
^ersa^ Ssc. &c. Sermon es lepidissimi. Item 
ex tribus Comaediis extraordinariis qusB sunt Pbi- 
lodoxioSy Falsus Hypocrita, Philo^enia, Confa-- 
bulationes risu dignissimse. Et postremo Se* 
necfls Tragici flores qui banc auctoritatum par-x 
temoptissime terminant atque claudunt/' 

The (>ook was very popular in its timei and 
passed through a number of editions before the 
^ar I500| of which, next to that which precedes, 
the most valuablei is that which was printed by 
Ulric Han at Rome in 1475. 

Concerning the author I have been able to 
collect no further particulars than that he was an 
ecclesiastic and canon of the churches of Bam- 
berg and Eystet. He was also chamberlain to 
iPope Pius H. 



POLITIAN. 
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POUTIAN. 

Opera Angeli PolitianIi et alia quaedam. 
lectu digna quorum nomina in sequent! iodici 
videre licet. 

In fine — 

Impressucn Florentia, et accuratissiooe castl* 
gatum opera et impensa Leonard! de Arigis de 
Gesoriaco Die decimo Augusti. Fol. mag^ 
MJ.D. 

Clausius in bis life of Politiani p. S4, thus 
speaks of this edition — *^ Opera Politiani volgiirit 
Manutius Aldus Venetiis 1498, secunda et ra* 
rissima omnium Editio est quse Florentine 1499i 
lucem aspexit'* 

The edition of Venice was ^undoubtedly made 
the prototype of this of Florence^ for the prefa- 
tory epistle of Aldus is here reprinted. It was 
not however copied in every particular, for the 
Latin version of Herodian, which appears in the 
Venice edition of 1498, is here omitted, as also 
arc Miscellaneorum Liber et Praelectiones dus. 
Lamia et Panepisternon. 

The character of the Greek has also some 
particularity, and they who are curious as to the 
subject of the Greek types in use before the 

year 
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!ar 1500/ will hold this book in considerable 
itimation. 

Bound up with the. above curious volume, 
'hich h in the Bishop of Ely's collection, is the 
>llowing book, which seems to deserve notice if 
ID no other account, from the extreme whimsi* 
lality and superstitious preciscness of the Colo- 
phon. 



Epistole Marsilii Ficini Flor£mtini. 

In fine. 

Impensa providi Hieronymi Biondi Florentini 
Venetiis commorantis, opera vero ac diiigentia 
MathsBi. Capcatias Parmensis impresss Venetiis ; 
aerquinoctiuoi vernale Phoebo introeunte A S, Die 
et hora Mercurii, vigiiia divi Gregorii, Anno 
Salutis M.CeCC.LXXXXV. FoU 

I have before taken notice of the extreme care 
and anxiety exhibited by tha earlier editors and 
prii^ters that their books should first appear un- 
der every auspicious circumstance of time, par- 
ticularly selecting the vigil of some favourite 
Mint or festival. Thus at Mentz we shall gene- 
rally find the printers exceedingly fond of 
choosing the Vigiiia assumptioois for this pur« 
pose. On this head Capcasa appears to have 
been more than ordinarily careful. 

This 
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This book h valued ms being the first editbn, 
but the letters themselvesi which are chiefly en 
philosophical ai^d astrblogical subjects, we of 
no great importance. Marsilius Ficinas was an 
ecclesiastic of Florence, * and eihinent as a Plato* 
nic philosopher. He was patronized by Costnt 
and Lorenzo de Medicis, and was certainly i 
sound and accomplished scholar. His life hu 
often been written, and his remains were bo« 
noufed with the following epitaph : 

En Hospes^ hie est MaisUius Sophia? Pater' 
Platottknm qui dogma culpa temponmi 
Situ obitifttiii^ illttstrans eCafliciini decus 
Servam Latio dedi : fores prmmt saeraa- 
Divino aperi^u oMOitts aclw mimiBe 
Yixit beatuf ante, Coiani munere 
Laarique Medicis none revixit Publico 
S. P. Q. F. 
Anno M.DfXXL 

The times were once 
That when the bmias were out the man would Asi 
And there aa end. 

Ficinus, however, did not think .proper to re- 

nain tranquil in his tomb, but must needs esfaa* 
bit himself tx) a brother scholar in performance of 
a promise made between them in some pbiloso^ 
phical disputation an the immortality of the soul. 

As 
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As toiiie of my readers may not be averse to a 
ghost story^ I subjoin it for their amusementy as 
I find it related in Sehelhom's Amcsnitates. 

> '' Sed nondum rerum a Ficino gestarum finis, 
astt Cui adhuG superstiti nullus per oUum dies 
^mil^quivivus, ineicplebilis labor umheluoi in Mur 
dioet opere suo nunquam cessavit, nee post nior-* 
tem statim quiescere i)otuitv sed Michaeli Mer- 
cato Yisendum 8epr«^uit» earuni rerum de qoi-^ 
bus vivens cum ipso disputaverat, fidein factu-« 
rus^ St Cflesari Baronio Cardinali credendura^ 
ciyus verbis rem, prout gesta esse fertur^ expo* 
nemus^ '^Haud inexplorata^ in^jiuit^ referam, sed 
quas complurium eruditorum virorum scimns as^ 
sertione firmata, imo et a f eligiosis viris ad po^ 
pulum pro concione sepe narrata. £gp vero^ a 
quo accejNi auctorem proferan^ nempe integer^ 
rims^ fidei virum Micbaelem Mercatnm SL R. £• 
Protonotarium, probitate morum atque doctrina 
spectatum: ipse eqim narravit de avo suo» 
eodem quo ipse nomine nuacupato, Michaeie 
Mercato Seniore, cui cum Marsilio Ficino wAii*^ 
lissimi ingenii viro summa intercedebat amicitiss 
consuetudo, parta et aucta philosophtcia facui* 
tstibu% in quibus Platonem ambo assectabantur 
auctorem» Accidit autem aliquando, ute&Aiorc^ 
quidnam post obitum suf)ersii horaini^ ex ejus^* 
dem Plaloais sententia^ sed nQn sine tamen.tre* 
f idatione deducerent, qilse labantia Cbristiante 

fidei 
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fidei Sacramentis suffulcienda essent : eo enim 
argiHQento extat ejusdeai Marsilii ad ipsum Mi- 
cbaelem Mercatum erudita quidenl epistola.de 
animi et Dei immortalitale. Cum vero inter ' 
disserendum eorum progressalonrgius fuissetdis* ~ 
putatio, earn ad calcem perductam illo ckuse^ ' 
nlnt corollario, ut juncta simul dexterat p^ ^ 
{uerint, uter eorum ex hac vita prior decederet 
(si liceret) alteram de alterius vitse statu redde-' 
ret certiorem. Quibus inter $e conventis, ambo 
jurati ab iuvicem discessere. Interlapso autem 
baud brevi temporis spatio evenit, utcum summo 
mane idem Michael Senior in pbilosophicis spH- 
€ulationibu8 vigilaret, ex inopinato strepitum 
velodter currentis equi, ejusdemque ad ostium 
domuscursumsistentis audi ret, vocemque simul 
Marsilii clamantis : o Michael, o Michael, vera,' ' 
vera sunt ilia. Ad vocem amici Michael admirii^ - 
tus,. assurgens, fenestramq. aperiensj quern au« 
dierat) vidit post terga, ad cursum iterum actQ 
equo candido, candidatum : prosecutus est eum 
voce Marsilium, Marsilium invocans; prosecu- 
tus et ocuiis ; sed ab eis evanuit Sic ipse no^ 
casus stupore affectus, quid de Marsilio Ficino 
esset, solicitius perquireudum curavit (degebat 
ille Florentise, ubi diem clausit extremum) inve- 
hitqueeundem ilia ipsa bora defunctum, qua eo 
modo auditus et visus est sibi." Hactenus Ba« 
ronii verba. Ego rem narrasse contentus, quie^ 
quid ejus est^ lectoris judicio permitto, hoc uni^ 

cum 
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then with much satisfaction enter upon my sixth 
and last volume, which, with the exception of a 
few articles of French literature, will be entirely 
confined to early English books and poetry. 
This I shall consider as a sort of repose after 
more fatiguin^jr labours ; for whatever impression 
these preceding volumes may make, whoever 
shall imagine that the compilation was formed 
without much and careful research, perplexity 
of discrimination and painful study, w ill be ex- 
ceedingly mistaken. Let it be permitted me, 
however, to hope of the whole, if I shall live to 
compleat it, 

Ut ii Bon prosiat singula^ jnucta juvent. 
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The variation at diflTerent periods in the prices 
of books seems to exhibit to literary men a fair 
and reasonable object of curiosity. Yet it was 
objected by some Collectors to my preceding vo- 
Jumes, that too circumstantial an investigation 
of this matter increased, or tended to increase^ 
the difficulty of obtaining rare and curious books. 
However questionable I may think such an opi- 
nion, I shall satisfy myself on the present occa- 
sion with pointing out some changes in the prices 
of books, from a source which is not at all likely 
to have any influence on the sale of books at the 
present petiod, but which is nevertheless of con- 
siderable interest, from the high character of the 
individual to whom the collection belonged. 

The library of Michael Maittaire was of 
incalculable value fr©m its great variety, from 
the number of early printed books which it con- 
tained, from the extraordinarv collection of 
Greek and Latin tracts, by the famous French 
printers of the sixteenth century, from the most 
uncommon books in criticism which it exhibited, 
and lastly, from the high reputation of its pos- 
sessor. 

c c 3 The 
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The collection was so large that it was not soW 
in less than fortyrfive evenings, yet th^ whole 
produced little more than seven huoidre^ pounds, 
It is possible as the p urn her was so .great, that 
some of the books were in bad condition, That 
they were not, however, generally so, may be 
presumed from many of them which were in 
Mead's, Askew's, Hoblyn's, and oth^r libraries 
and which were known tQ have been purghased {(( 
this sale. 

Some of the rarest articles, and the prices for 
which they were sold, are h«re subjoined, with 
reference to the pages of the catajogue in which 
they appear. The catalogue itself is far from 
common, but a priced one is in itself of great 
curiosity and value. I know but of very fevv co- 
pies. Many books will here be found, and par- 
ticularly of those printed at Paris, which will in 
yain be looked for in the Annalcs Typographicjc 
of Maitiaire, the Historia Stephanorun^ and 
the Historia TypQgraphorum Parisiensiunii. 

The following selection is given from the first 
part of the catalogue, and cpntains only a very 
small propor^ioix of those boo.ks whi^ch justify the 
poUector's notice and attention, 

P. 1. 
Cebetis Tabula-rrBAsini Magni Oratio— 
Plutauchus d? liberfti;'um educatipne — Xeno- 

PHONTis Hiero. l2mo. ^ine Typographi Lpci 
%\xi anni ^ndicio. Igmo^ 
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The former book was printed by Zach. Cali- 
ergus at the beginning of the sixteenth century. 
It is of well known rarity, and I'have before de- 
scribed it at p. p. 66, 67 of this volume. 

This book sold for one shilling and sixpence ; 
a good copy would now produce at least twp 
guineas. 

EucLiDisElementorum Libri XV. Graece. cuni 
Epistola Angeli Caiani prefatoria — apud Anlo- 
nium Bladium Romte. 1545. 12mo. 

This is also a very uncommon book, and sold 
for the same sum as the preceding. Fabricius 
speaks of an edition of Euclid published in the 
same year at Florence, but I have never seen 
it. 

Arriani de Alexandri ascensu L. cum Epis- 
tola J. Bap. Egnatii prefatoria : apud Barthol. 
Zanettum apre et dilieejjitia Joan. Fian. Trinca- 
veli. 12mo. VeneV. 1535. 

Idem Orus cirm Nicholai Gerbclii prefatoria 
Epistola. In titulo promittitur Latina Facii 
Versio. Graece. Basil per. Rob. Winter. ISmou 

1539. 

The prefatory epistle from Egnatius to Fran* 
ciscus, Chancellor of Venice, declares the first 
book to have been published under the direction 
gf Trincaveli. It is i^carce and curious. But 
^be second book is still more so. It contains the 

c c 4 l^tixk 
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liombasii, Pontici Virunii et Dionysii Bertocbi, 
Ilhcgii Xx^ngobcirdia:. IjOI. 12mo. 

Together with — 

Tfiomas Maoister, GnEce. Roms per 
Zdcb. Caliergum. 15 \7^ IS mo. 

I have transcribed at length the title of the 
former of these books, on account of its extraor- 
dinary scarceness. I know of no copy but in the 
Bishop of Ely's collection. The prefatory epis- 
tle of Ponticus Virunius is addressed to the stu- 
dent in Greek literature. There is also an apos- 
trophe to the reader on the subject of the print- 
ing, and part of this is worth transcribing. 

''Talis est impressorise artis natura et nescio, 
quod occulti, ut si Argus terrse filius esset cor- 
rector iterumque iterumque rediterans, caucus 
nonnunquam videretur, et quandoq-ue erraret 
JSIkucuuius forsan vol Apollo. Liber cnim 
lion est qui non habeat aliqnod Erratum. Tace- 
ant isli detrahentes qui Correctores mordent et 
laccrant; qui vires, diiigeniiam humanam noa 
inelluntur, litterarum difficultatem ' prtcscrtiiu 
Gra?caruui." ^ 



ff^t 



The second book, Thomas Magister, has 
before been described. The two books sold for 
eightcen-pcn^e, though there are few literary ar- 
ticles 
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tides which at the present day would excite more 
earnest competitioii among the Bibliomaniacs. 



Novum TESTAMENTUMGraeceapudSiraonenx 
Colinaeuni. Paris. 1534. 12mo, 

A particular description of this rare and cu- 
rious edition of the Greek Testament, by Coli- 
naeus, will be found at p, p. 186 — 7 of this vo- 
lume. A fine copy would at this day produce at 
fin auction at least two guineas, Maittaire'a 
copy soW fo^- eighte^u-penc^, 



T,7. 

PsALT?Riu]Vi Gr©ce apud Aldum Venet sino 
finno. 

This hooH has been enumer^^ted and described 

^mong the Greel^ bopks pirinted by Aldus before 

the y^ar 1500, in my third volume p. 217. It 

would now s^ll for three, or according to its con- 

ditiqn, perhaps for four guineas. At Maittaire's 

sale, although united with other uncommoa 

books^ namely, the Latin pj^alter,, priuted at 

Paris, by Ulric (jering, 1489, apd with the edi-^ 

tionJoANNis Damasc^ni by the S^bii, it pro* 

tluced i)Q more Jhaq on^ sfiillir?^., 
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?. 9. 

Abriani Periplus. Hannonis Periplus. 
Plutarchus de Fluminibus. Strabonis Epitome. 
Grsece Basil. Apud Hier. Frobenium et Nic. 
Episcopium 1533* quarto. 

-Sliani Varia Historia. Physioonomica 
PoLEMONis et Adamantii; Melampodis di- 
ijinatio ex palpitationibus. Gracce cum Gra&ca» 
Camilli Perusci Epistola, Romae. 1545. 

DiOE>Ottus SicuLus Graece. Basil per Opo- 
rinum. ^ 

These three books composed one lot. The 
first is rare, curious, and valuable, and the 
Editio Princeps of the Periplus of Arrian, joined 
with that of Hanno. The editor was Sigismundus 
Gelenius. It was afterwards translated into La- 
tin by J. G. Stuckius, and republished with the 
other works of Arrian, 

S. Gelenius was a very learned man, and the 
particular friend of Frobenius the printer. He 
edited many works of great reputation, wrote 
annotations upon Livy and on Pliny, translated 
many Greek authors, aad in particular Diony- 
sius Halicarnassensis, Josephus, Philo, and 
others. He moreover published editions of Ar- 
nobius, Ammicanus Marcetlinus, and a volume 
of Greek epigrams, but like other great and emi- 
nent scholars, his lifte. was speat in deplorable 

poverty. 



PRICES OF BOOKS. 397 

poverty. " Cum egestate tota vita conflictatus 
et lautiore fortuna dignus ab Erasmo judicatus, 
cujus industria prsecipue in vertendis plerisque 
Scriptoribus Greeds et Plinio ad vetustorum Co-* 
dicuni fidcm emendando desudavit." 

Thuanus ad an. 1554. 

He is also mentioned in the most exalted terms^ 
of panegyric by our countryman Sir Thomas Pope 
filount, by Morhofius, Fabricius, Bayle, IVIa- 
jer, &c. &c. 

The second book in this lot is also very un-' 
common, and involves some curious circuni- 
stances. 

The Greek epistle prefixed is addressed to 
Pope Paul III. in vvhich it is observed that aa 
edition of Adamantius had been before publish- 
ed in the year 1540, but very negligently and 
erroneously. No printer's name is subjoined^ 
but beneath a figure intended to represent G op d 
Fortune, the words ayaOoj A»ifAU¥ are printed. 
This figure is that of a youth holding in his righf 
hand a goblet, and in his left ah ear of corn and' 
a poppy. See Pliny, L. 34. C. 8. 

The DiODORus Siculus, the third book in 
this lot, ia of known and acknowledged rarity ; 
it is the Princeps Editio of this work in Greek, 
The editor was the famous Obsopzeus, and the 
printer was Robert Winter, in conjunction with 
Oporinus. The prefatory epistle of ObsopaUs 

^s very well worth the reader's attention. 

How 
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How will the intelligent collector be astonished 
to bear that these three really curious and intrin- 
fiically valuable books produced the heirs of Mr. 
Maittaire no more than one. solitary shilling. 



MoDESTUs dc Re Militari* 

VenetiiSy BarthoL Cremonensis 1474. 4to« 

This, which is the Editio Princeps of the work, 
has been fully described by me in vol. iv. p. 357 
of these Anecdotes. 

The book would at this period probably pro- 
duce three or four guineas. At Maittaire 's sale 
it produced one skiUi?tg. 



P. 10. 

.Gnomologia, Phocylides, Pythagoras, 
&c. opera J. Musuri. Greece apud iEgidium 
Gourmontium. 4to« 

Zenobii Proverbia. Grascc. Florent per 
]^bi. de Zunta. 4to. 1497. 

The first of these books, tvhicb is ^ery cu- 
rious and uncommon, is minutely described lit 
p. p. 158 — 9 of this volume. It produced ifl 
conjunction with the Zenobius, only eighteen- 
pence to Maittaire's executors. The Zenobiud 
4 aisa 
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also will be found in my catalogue of the Greek 
books printed before the year 1500, vol. iii. p; 
165, where, however, I have not said so much 
of its rarity as I reasonably might. Dr. Askew 's, 
which was probably this very copy, sold for six 
guineas. 

The editor was Ricardinus, who in his preface 
promises to employ his time and taledts in edit^ 
ing other works also, and he particularly sped* 
fies Aristophanes. This, however, never ap- 
peared. An edition of Aristophanes was printed 
nt the Junta press in 1515, but it was edited by 
some other person. 

On a closer inspection of this catialogue, I 
find that as if the purchaser had not a sufficiently 
good bargain for his eighteen-pence in the two 
books above described, a third volumfe was in- 
cluded, containing some very curious and un-> 
common trafts, among which w^as 



Apthonii Progymnasmeta Joan. Maria Ca- 
tanaeo inter preti. Printed by Frobenrus at Ba- 
sil. 1521. 

The reader's surprise, however, will be consi- 
derably more excited when he leatns that the 
three followiag books were also sold ift one lot for 
one shilliftg. At the present period they would 
produce at least ten guineas^ 

1. Pane- 
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1. Panegyrici Veteres Latini cum aliis re- 
centioribus per. Jo. Frobenium. Basil. 4to. 
1520. 

This book is by no means common. It is not 
noticed in Maittaire's Annals, but the editor was 
Beatus Rhenanus, a very considerable person, 
He published various works of reputation, anno- 
tated upon Livy and Tacitus, and restored % 
book of Velleius Paterculus. He is mentioned 
in terms of high respect and esteem by Beza, 
Ers^mus, Thuanus, Paul Jovius Scaliger, and 
other distinguished writers. The following dis- 
tich was written on him by Stephanus Pasca- 
sius. 

Qui docuit quicquid Rheni concluditur orbe 
Annon Rhen anum dicere jure potes ? 

The second book in this famous lot, is howt 
ever of still greater importance, viz. 



LiBANiT Declamationes. Graece. 
Joannes Macchiocus Bondenus imprimebat 
Ferrariae 4to. 1617. 

This Macchiocus Bondenus was a Very cele- 
brated printer, and this edition of Libanius is of 
remarkable rarity, as indeed ^re all the Greek 
books which came from this press at Ferrara, 

Fed. 
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j^ed. Morell. published an edition of Libanius, 
n which he introduces these remarks in the abovd 
edition of Ferrara* 

" Eccum LiBANtUM sophistam jignoscis ? non 
lunc inquis tantae molis, tarn crassum, ac nume* 
osdm) sed Ferrariensem macrum, fAovo^yXurrcv^ 
yporum maculis ^i^ftpoy, , operarum mendis sca-f 
entem. Yah ! dolent adhuc oculi ex tristi illius 
nameenas, caree tamen Editionis lectione." 

The third book was 

EpisTOLiE DivERSORUM Grcece* Venet pet* 
l^ldu'm. 4t04 1499- 

This beautiful book is described iri my third 
volume, p. 209. It is now worth five guineais; 

Stocks now appear to be rising j for, strange 
to relate, in this very same page, the two fol- 
lowing books are recorded to have produced 
the enormous sum of two shillings. 

1. PhaLahIDis Tyranni, ApollonIi Phild- 
sophi Pythagorici, Bruti Epistolse. 
Venet 4ta. Editio Princeps. MIID. 

This book is described in my sd vol. p. iS&i 

Idem Opos Latent. Vicentfae 1475. iid^ 

t) d III 
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In. the very next lot, however, stocks again 
decline, and we find the three following books 
sold for four-pence each, fc 



h PHAlAiiiDis Epistol« Latine. Tafvis. 

J471. 

2. L. Annaei Senecse Epistolae ad Lucilium. 

Paris. 1475. 

S. Magni Turci Epistolae per Laudinium 
Equitem Hierosol. editse. Sine anno. I 

The first of these is the Editio Princeps, with 
a date, and of very great rarity. It is described 
in my fourth volume, p. 22fl« 

The epistles of Seneca is far from a common 
book, it contains the life of Seneca, the sup- 
posed epistles of St. Paul to Seneca^ and the fol- 
lowing 



Epjtaphium Senece. 

Cura labor meritum sutnpti pro munere honores 

Ite alias post hac solicitate animas^ 
Me procul a vobis deus evocat et lic.et acti^ 

Kebus terrenis hospita terra vale. 
Corpus avare tamen solemuibus accipe s^xis 

Namqiie aniraam celo reddiraus ossa tibi. 

This 



L- 
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Itiisia an inauspicious page for the inheritors 
of Maittaire's properly, as the very next lot ex- 
hibits no less than 6ve books, three of which are 
of much curiosity and value, Imt one shilling 
only was given for the whole* 

I4 M^EJE Srivil Epistola. 

2. Epistolares Formulae Lovanii in Pfcda- 
gogio Litii, &c. &c, 

3. Heliodori -Slthiopic^ Hist. Graece pef 
J. Hervagium. Basil. 4to. 1534. 

4. Long I Pastoralia. Graece. Florent P- 
Junta. 1598. 4to. 

5. iEsopii vitaet Fabulae. Graece per Ba* 
Bum Accursium Pisanium edita?. 

The third book is very rare indeed^ and is the 
Editio Princeps of the ^thiopics of Heliodorus* 

The Long us also would now produce a con-* 
slderable price, and is of great rarity. 

The Msop is well known to bibliographers as 
a curious and uncommon book, and was pro- 
bably printed at Milan about the year 1480. 

P. 11. 

The succeeding page exhibits a jfeene of much 
Ihe same character. The four curious ahd rare 
books which follow, producecl no more than 
tiirce-pence each. 

J) d S L iE^pM 
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1. JEsoPx vita et Fabulse per Barth. Justino* 
politanum Graece Venet. 

2. Fabulae qutedam sekctiores Gr. ct 

Lat. Regii per Dionysium Bertochum. 1497t 
4to. 

3. Eaedem Graece et La tine. 

4. Poggii Florentini Facetiarum Liber 1488. 

The third article was probably a part of the 
Milan edition by Bonus Accursius, of which 
another portion occurred in the lot which pre- 
ceded. 

About the fourth article there exists a doubt 
No edition of the Facetiae of Poggius was 
printed at Rome in 1488, but AudifFrecli men- 
tions an edition without a date, which is of very 
great rarity indeed, perhaps it may be this. 

1 give the titles of the two books which consti* 
tuted the succeeding lot at length. Both are of 
great rarity and value, and would now produce 
a very considerable sum. The first is more par- 
ticularly deserving the attention of collectors. 
There was a copy of it in Dr. Askew's collec- 
tion, and there is another in that of the Bishop 
of Ely. I know of no other. Dr. Askew's copy 
sold for one pound, twelve shillings and six- 
pence ; Maittaire's for six-pence. 

I. Gnomologia sive Moralium Sententia- 
rum Collectanea ab Hieronymo Aleandro recog. 
nita, scil. Carmina Theognidis Pythagorae, Phocy- 

lidiS, 
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lydis,. Sibyllae ErytbraEjae, Catonis Romani per 
Maximum Planudem Grsece redditi, Gnomae di- 
versoi'um Po^tarum. Apopthegmata Sapien- 
tum, et illustrium quorundam Virorum. Rudi- 
menta quasdam Grseca. Oratio Dominica et 
prccesalias* Symbolum Apostolorum et Nicaenum 
Initium Evangel Johan. cum multis Epigram- 
matibus, &c. Graece. 

Aj)ud Matthaeum Bolsecum — Paris. 1512. 

PiNDARUS Graece. cum Scholiis Graecis. 
Romas 15 15« 4to. Per Zacl:ariam,Caliergum. 

This was the first book printed at Rome by 
Caliergus, and the first time that Pindar was 
printed with the Scholia. See this book more 
particularly described at p. 69 of this volume. 

This book produced in Maittaire's sale three 
shillings; a good copy is worth about two gui- 
neas at present. 

Orvhmi Argonautica. 

Ejusdem Hymni. 

PaocLj Ltcii Philosophi Hymni. 

Anivo ab incarnatione MCCCCC die XIX 
Septembris, impressum Florentiae impensa Phi-* 
lippi Juntas Bibliopolae. 

In the original the word Bibliopolce is printed 
Bibriopolxe^ and it is very singular that thia 

p d 3 should 
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should not have been seen V^ the printer aad the l"! 
leaf cancelled. 

This is not pnly a very beautiful book, but of 
extraordinary rarity, I know but of two copies, 
one in Lord Spencer's collection, and one at the 
British Museum, in the Cracherode library^ It 
is also the Editio Prinqeps of the wqrk, and has 
been made the prototype of all succeeding edi* 
tions, 

Maittaire's copy sold for five shillings ; a good 
copy would now^ I phould think, sell for fiv^ 
guineas. 

I am glad to copy from this book part of the 
caution to the rea<ier, being very sensible that 
notwithstanding all my care and diligence> many 
typographical errors must be discovered in the 
progress of these volumes. 

" Si quos errores in hoc opere lector invenies 
qui properantes oculos nostros subterfugerint, 
eos pro judicio tuo emendabis, Yii^ fieri potest 
lat non tales interveniant." 

But what will the curious collector say to the 
five books which ne^^t follow in succession ? The 
five Greek books printed at Florence in capital 
letters, and which if in good condition would at 
this day produce not much less than t)n6 huo- 
dred and fifty pounds. 

As I have described them at length in a former 
Vpl^rae, I shall ^t present i»erely specify the 

syw 
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sum which each produced at this sale of Mait- 
taire's library. 

The four plays of Euripides, viz. the Medea, 
HippoLiTus, Alcestis, and Anbromache, 
sold for half a guinea. 

The Ca L LI M AC H us, tlie rarest of all, pn^ 
pound sixteen shillings. 

The ApoLLONius, for six shillings. 

The Anthologia, for seven shillings and six* 
pence. 

The GNOMiE, which is also very scarce, fox 
half a crowfh 

The aggregate sum of th^ whole \va8 31. 2s. 6d> 

The reader will find a minute and c^rcumstan- 
tial description of them at vol. iii. p. 309, e^sej[. 



BiBLTA POLV'GLOTTA COMPLUTJEK^IAt 5 

vols, folio. 1515, &c. 

This copy of the Complutensian Polyglott is 
stated to have been imperfect, and to have want- 
ed the four first chapters of Isaiah, and ten 
verses of the fifth. The original price of the 
work was fixed by the Pope at six dollars and a 
half. The Harleian copy was sold by Osborne 
for 421. A good and perfect copy would now, 
perhaps, produce ^uty guineas ; .Maittaire's sold 
for fifty shillings. 

p d4 P. 12. VicTC^ 
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P. 12. 

Vetus Testamentub? Jux;ta SeptU^gintJ 
Romas ppr Franqsqum ^anettqm. 1587. 

This is the Bible by itself without the Testa^ 
inent,of which the celebrated Cx)DExVATiCANua 
Fas the prototype. Mr. Dibdin has described it 
well and ^t considerable length. Maittaire's copy 
sold for two guineas and a half; I do not pre* 
tend to know its value at the present period, 
perhaps four or five guineas. Lord Spencer ha§ 
a copy on large paper, and there is one also iq 
the Bishop of Ely's collection. It is in great 
cstimafipo^ ai^d ^pi(ld probably sell fof a large 
3umt 

SACRiE ScRiPTUEiE Veteris Novaeque Omnia, 
Graecp apud Alduo) et Andfe^n So^erum.— > 

Mr. Pibdin has ^Iso, sp w^U ^escvib^d this book 
as to render any observatipns of mine ^.^peip-: 
fluQMS. 

Maittaire's popy %q\^ for t^o poqnds nii^ete^q 
sl^iyings, 

PsALTERiuM Gr. ct Lat J* Plftceptina luter^ 
preti. M^diol 1481, Fol 

My friend Mr. Dibdin has not noticecl thii 
X^TQ gnd cuifioua tippk, wbichj, ets it invojvea ^ 
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great many interesting particulars^ I shall expa* 
tiate upon at some length. 

It is printed in columns, the Creek on pne 
$ide, the JLatin version on the other. Panzer re- 
presents the Greek type as rude and ioelegaix^ 
but it seems the same, or nearly so, with the 
Lascaris ; the ]>atin is very neat At the end is. 
Impressum Mediolani Anno M.CCCCLXXXI 
die XX Septembris, but no printer's name* 

It is the Editio Princeps of the Greek Psalter, 
and has prefixed a dedicatory epistle frona Ja» 
finnes Monachus the editor, 

" Reverendo Patri et Domino. D. Lodovico 
Donato Episcopo Bergomensi/* 

Joannes Monachus was a name commpo 
\n the revival of literature, but the proper name 
of this ^* John the Monk" was Joannes Cresto^ 
nus, or Crastonus, who was a Carmelite monk of 
Placentia ; he was a very distinguished achoiary 
and author of different learned works, ancl among 
others, of the first Greek Lexicon noticed in vot« 
iii. p. 155 of this work. Jie wfis the friend4)f 
Masellus, whom he assisted in his publication of 
the works of St. Ambrose, be was highly esteem- 
ed for his knowledge of Greek by Philelphus, whq 
thought himself the best Greek scholar of his 
time, and he assisted Jacobus Cruceqs in his 
translation of the hymns of Callimachus into ]l.a- 
tin hexameters; to which he prefixed {i ne^it Latit^ 
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Epigram. His epistles also are highly com* 
mended by many authors, but his great works 
were this edition of the Psalter and his Lexicon. 
His prefatory epistle to this work, addressed 
t<y Donatus Bishop of Bergamo, in the ter- 
ritories of Venice, peculiarly justifies what I 
have frequently observed in the progress of this 
work, that it contains many curious anecdotes 
connected with the revival of literature, and will 
well repay the learned reader's attention. He 
begins with pointing out to the bishop some ex» 
traordinary errors which had crept into various 
portions of the sacred writings, from the stupidity 
or negligence of the copiers of manuscripts ; and 
h^ exhibits some extraordinary examples, one of 
which is worth mentioning: in the lUth chapter 
of St. Paul's epistle to the Hebrews some Latin 
versions read, Corpus autem aptasti mibi ; others 
^haVe it, aures autem aptasti mihi ; in another 
place ib the 100th psalm, the Latin versions of 
>Hffom have viduam^ wh6re io the Greek the 
trading is hfotv praadam, &c. &c. He also explains 
some curious mistakes arising from the same cause 
in Strabo and Dionysius the geographer. 

He proceeds to say that in this edition of the 
psalter, he has corrected no less than seventy 
corrupt passages, from a careful collation wuth 
the Greek, adding also various words which had 
been omitted. He explains also and refutes er- 
rors in the copies in common use, giving a de* 
cided preference to what he calls Psalterium Ani- 

brosianum, 
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brosianum^ as the most faithful. The whole of 
this prefatory epistle indicates a correct judg* 
ment and great erudition. 

To the psalter are subjoined what are called 
the Canticles, both of the Old and New Testa- 
ment, the songs of Moses in Exodus and Deute* 
ronomy, the prayer of Anna in the first book of 
Kings, of Jsaiab, Jonah, &c. &c. 

I hope the reader will not think that I have lost 
sight of the original object of this article, the 
price of the books in Maittaire's collection, but 
I trust that the subject will justify the digressipa. 
Tfai$ curious and extraordinary book sold for 
two shillings ! ! Dr. Askew's copy, perhaps the 
l^tsie, sold for sixteen guineas; the J^a Y alliet^ 
4:opy for £16 liyres. 

P. 26, 

In this page, united with three other article?, 
not altogether unworthy of notice, we find tha 
rare and beautiful book, hereafter described, sell- 
ing for seven shillings. 

There are two editions of this book by Aldus, 
one without a date, which is this of Maittaire's, 
the other of the year 1517. Both are of great 
rarity and value, but this without a date is tiie 
3carcest of all the books which issued frora the 
press of Aldus, and is probably at this time worth 
jpany guineas^ 

|»!laittairB> 
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Maittaire's cppy sDid for six shiUings; Or, 
Askew's copy, perhaps the same, > sold for threQ 
pounds five shillings. Sqe both editions descnbe4 
}n my third volume. The book is, 



HoMERi Batrachomtomachia. Gr. cum 
•Graeca glossa interlineari colore rubro. Venet, 
Per Lepmcum Cretenseip. 1485. 4to, 

In a copy of this book, and perhaps as there 
said the very same in the Askew collection, is the 
following note. 

*' This book is so extremely rare, that I never 
saw any other copy of it except that of Mons, de 
Boze, who told me he gave 650 livres for it Mr. 
Smith, our consul at Venice, wrote tne word 
that he had purchased a copy, but that it was im^ 
perfect. Lord Oxford offered Mr. Maittaire 
fifty guineas for this identical copy." 

Maittaire 's copy sold for sixteen shillings ; As- 
kew's for fourteen guineas. I have seen a cppy 
sell for twenty guineas. I have before described 
the, book. 



Galeomyobiachia Gr. cum Apostoliipraefa- 
tione apud Aldum. 4to. 

Renouard, in his history of the Aldine presj, 
considers this book as apocrypha. There are, 

howeveri 
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jowever, four copies in this country. I have 
particularly described it in my third volume, p. 

216. 

Maitlaire's copy sold for five shillings ; one of 
these copies which I have seen was bought for 
Lwenty guineas, and the VQuder thought he had 
nade a bad bargain. 

DioNYSius de Situ Orbis, Gr. et Lat Fer- 
rar. per J. Maciochum. 1512. 4to. 

This is the first edition, very rare, and very lit- 
tle known. I shall therefore transcribe the title 
ftt length. 

DioNTSii Afri de situ orbis opus studiosis 
necessarium, quo gentes, populi, urbes^ maria^ 
flumina explicantur Greece scriptum. 

Idem a Khemnio Grammatico translafum, falsa 
hactenus Prisciano adscriptum, in quo prope du*- 
centa loca castigavimus, quae et Plynio et reliquis 
Geographis phirimum accommodabunt. In idem 
annotamenta Grsecorum more latine scripta, ii^ 
quibus aliquot autorum castigationes continen- 
tur. 



Cgelii CALCAGNiNt Anuotatio super Ar- 
chiale, et Rheamiani carminis pensitatio. 
In £ne» 

Joannes 



414 toCES OF BOOKS. 

Joannes Maciocbu» Bondenus imprimebatt 
Ferrarise die XVIIL Deceoibris. Aono M* 
DXIL summa cum diligentia utcaeteea. 4to. 

A Latin version of Dionysius was first printed 
at Venice^ in 1478, but this is the first edition of 
the Greek with a Latin version, and some notice 
ought to be taken of the translator^ Rbemnius 
Fannius Palaemon. The place of his birth is not 
ascertained, but he was of Vicenza, and a very 
distinguished scholar. The concise, and I fear 
unsatisfactory account which I can give of him, 
is drawn from Fabricius. He was an excellent 
grammarian, and no mean poet. His treatise on 
grammar has often been published ; and I may 
1)6 excused inserting the following elegant verses, 
in which Rbemnius is introduced as thanking 
Pontanus for rescuing him from the dust of ob- 
livion. 

Grammatical partes^ casus^ et nomina monstrat 

Ars mea^ quoque modo dictio tota fluat^ 
Quidve sequens^ possis verbonim noscere formas^ 

Aut quonam fuerint verba premenda jugo. 
Caetera sunt parvo carptim memorata libello^ 

Plenius ante artes quag docuere meas. 
At me confectum carie turpique senecta, 

Bodebat murum dente timenda cohors. 
Sensissetq. iterum crudelia fata Palaemon^ 

Juvisset pietas iii Joviane tua. 
Cujus nunc meritis optata perfruor arura^ 

Antoni doctos jussus adire le^es. 

Rhemnius also wrote a poem De Ponderibua 
et Mensuris, which Burman has inserted amon 
'4 
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his Poetae Latini Minores. The grammatical 
treatise may be seen in the valuable collection by 
Futschius, of the Latin grammarians, a most rare 
and curious book. Wernsdoflf in his elaborate 
and elegant edition of the Poetae Latini Minores, 
in ten volumes octavo, has a very learned dis- 
sertation to prove that this poem de Ponderibu3 
et Mensuris was not written by this Rhemnius, 
but by Priscian the grammarian. See his 6th 
vol. p. 220 et seq. I do not think that it has the 
air of ancient Latini ty. It opens thus : 

Pondera Paeoniis veterum memorata libeUis 
No!5se juvat. Pondus rebus natura locavit 
Corporeis ; elementa suum regit omnia pondus. 
Pondere terra inanet^ vacuus quoque ponderis aether 
Indefessa rapit volventis sidera mundi. 
Ordiar a minimis^ post Tieec majora sequentur^ - 
Nam majus nihil est aliud^ quam multa minuta* 

The grammatical tract is inserted by Putschius 
in his collection under the name of Prisciani 
GrammaticiCaesariensis quae extant omnia.' It 
appears to me to be a very doubtful question who 
the real author is. I must not omit to add that 
Maittaire's copy of this very rare and corious^ 
book produced no more than seven shillings. 



Scholia Grjeca in Septem Sophoclis Tra*^ 
gaedias Romie, lil8. 4to. 

This 
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This is a very beautiful and by no means ft 
common book. It is one of the four printed at 
Rome, and probably by Zacharias Caliergus, un« 
der the protection of Leo X. It is described by 
xne at p. 94 of this volume at some length. 

Maittaire's copy sold for three shillings* It is 
probably worth three guineas. 



PoKiPHYRii Questiones Homericss et de 
Nympharum antro. Gr. Romae. 1517* 4to. 

This is another of the four curious and beau-* 
tiful books alluded to in the preceding para«» 
fraph. Maittaire's copy sold for five shillings. 

It is described by me at p. 90 of this volume. 

The next book I have to mention is to be 
reckoned among the greatest of literary curiosi- 
ties, viz. 

« 

i 

Oppiani Ilalieutica. Lat. Carm. Laurentio 
Lippio. CoUensi viro utr^que lingu^ apprime 
docto Interprete. 

Gallus cognomine Bonus impressit anno ab 
humanitate Christi M.CCCC.LXXVIII. die 
XII. Septemo. 4to. in CoUas oppido munici* 
pio Florentirjo* 

This book is circumstantially described by me 

MX the conclusion of my third volume. 

The 
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The copy in the La Valliere collection sold for 
a thousand livres. An imperfect one in the li- 
brary of the Cardinal de Brienne for about a hun- 
dred. Maittaire's copy produced no more than 
Half-a-crown. 



HoRATii Epistolarum Libri Duo. 
Impressum Cadomum (sic pro Cadonii) per 
magistrum Durandas et Egediuoi Quijove 1480. 

This book is described in my third volume^ p. 
333. It would at this day probably sell for several 
guineas. Maittaire's copy produced one shilling. 

P. 21. 

The two following books^ both of which are 
objects of much curiosity, and would at this pe- 
riod separately produce a very considerable sum^ 
were sold in one lot for Half-a-crown. 

SYLViE Morales cum interpretatione Ascen- 
sii, ex operibus Virgilii, Horatii, luvenalis, &c. 

Impressum, &c. cura et industria Joannis 
Trechsel in Civitate Lugdunensi. 1498. Small 
folio. 

This is a curious book, and the examination 
of it fron^its being printed at so early a period, 

Ee might 
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might produce some various readings of import 
6hce. • 

Badius Ascensius, the editor, was a conside- 
rable person ; he was born near Brussels in 1462, 
studied at Ferrara and elsewhere, and finally 
taught the Greek and Latin languages at Lyons. 
He may be considered as having by his works, 
and his attention to the typographical art, mate- 
rially assisted in the revival of learning. 

John Trechsel was a German, and as I do not 
think his. name has before occurred in the pro- 

4 

gress of this work, it may be observed that he 
exercised the profession of a printer at Lyons 
from 1488 to 1498. He afterwards removed to 
Thoulouse, where he was known by tb» name of 
Johannes Teutonicus. 

L'Ex.EiDE DE A^i RGiLio traditta in Prosa Ita* 
iianada Atanagio Grbco. Per Herman. Le- 

vilapide. Vicenz. 1476. 4to. 

Maittaire professes not to know who this Ata- 
nagius Grecus was. In the Incunabula Typo- 
graphica by Cornelius a Beughem, mention is 
made of Atanagoras Gtecus, * who published a 
translation of A'irgil iuto Italian prose at Genoa 
in 1471, but this must be a mistake, for the first 
book printed at Genoa was in 1474. The t^ue 
name was, I believe, Athanagius, as Maittaire 
learned by a communication from Joseph Sparkes. 

Tie 
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The book is mentioned by Debure, Vol. 1. p. 
308, where it is called Expositione dell Eneide 
di Virgilio. He adds that there was a copy in 
the Royal Library at Paris. 

The article which follows I have described 
among the books printed by iEgidius Gourmon- , 
tins at Paris, at p. 154. of tliis volume. 

Grammatica Hebb^a, Alphabetum Gr. cum 
aliis Hebraicis, Graecis, Latinis opera Francisci 
^^issardi apud iEgidium Gourmontium. Paris 
U08. 

This lot sold for six shillings. 



p. 22. 

THEODOtii Gaz^ Gram. Lib. 4. Gr. apud 
-Slgid. Gourmontium (habeo tantum primum) 4to, 

DemetHii CHALCONt)YLJE Gram. Gr. cum 
Melchioris Volmarii Epiltola. Lptetias per 
eundem. 1525. 

The rarity of this last tract is well known to 
bibliographers. See it described by me at p. 1 61 
of this volume. The edition of Gaza's Greek 
grammar, which is the first article, was printed 
in 1516. The four books of which the grammar 
is composed have separate titles. 

The two sold for one shillikg. They would 
now produce several guineas. 

E e 2 The 
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The following lot cannot £iil to excite the a&to-» 
tiishment and envy of collectors. It was com- 
posed of five articles, each o€ which may be con- 
sidered as of curiosity and value^ and perhaps 
would at this day produce at least ten guineas. 
The whole sold for three shillings. 

The fourth article I have described vol. 3, p. 
195 and 6, and the fifth at p. I99 of the same 
volume. 



Chrysolorje Erotemata sive Grammatica 
opera Francisci Tissardi Graece. Apud JEgid. 
Gourmontium. Paris. 1507* 

Erotemata ex Chrysolora. Flexioncs Arti- 
culorum, nominum, &c. Venet. per Peregrinum 
Bononiensem. 1484. 4to. 

CoNSTANTiNi Lascaris Proemium Librj 
Tertii de Verbo. Graece. 

EjusDEM Compendium octo Orationes par- 
tium. Gr. Lat. Venet. per Aldum. 1494. 41o. 

ALPHABETUMGraecum. Phocylides, Pythago- 
ras, &c. Gr. et Lat. Venet per Aldum. 1495. 

Concerning Ihe first tract see pp. 152, 153, of 
this volume. 

The second is described in vol. iii. of these 
Anecdotes, p. 156. It is a very rare and curious 
book. 

The tract of Lascaris, which forms the third 
article, I take to be that which is found usually 

at 
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at the end of the edition in Greek and Latin 

« 

published at Vicenza in 4to. in 1489. See my 
account of this in my third volume^ p. 158. 

CoNSTANTiNi Lascaris Grammatica GrflBca 
per Dionysium Paravisinum. Mediolani. 147^»^ 

Of this moft exceedingly rare article I have be- 
fore made mention in my third volume, p. 149. 
I shall only repeat that it was the first Greek 
book that was printed. I have known ten gui- 
neas given for an imperfect copy; that which be- 
longed to Maittaire produced the enormous sum 
of three shillings and six-pence. 

It appears that Marsh the bookseller was the 
purchaser of this literary treasure. I suspect and 
more than suspect, that this identical copy is now 
in the noble collection of Lord Spencer. It is 
well known to have been in the library of the 
very learned Dr. George, Dean of Lincoln, and 
Provost of King's College, Cambridge. This 
library was purchased by Lord Spencer's father, 
and it is certainly known that a great many of 
the most curious articles in this extraordinary 
sale were purchased by Dr. George, and by somo 
of his intimate friends, both of King'? College. 
Cambridge, and of Eton. 

Urbani Bellovacensis Inftitutiones Gramma ' 
tica Gu et Lat. Venet. per Aldum. 1497. 4to. 

£e3 I have 
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I have described this book in vol. iii- p. 205 
of these Anecdotes. I do not think it is at all 
less rare than the Lascaris. I have seen ten 
guineas given for a very indifferent copy. Tu'o 
shillings was the sum given for it at this sale. 

I do not remember to have mentioned the fact 
before, that Erasmus in one of his epiftles re- 
marksi that all his endeavours had not succeeded 
in procuring a copy. Aldus periodically pub- 
lished, as the booksellers do at the present day^ 
tiatalogues of the books they had for sale. It is 
evident theit in the year 1503 some copies re- 
mained on hand, as the grammar of Urbanus is 
there specified. But it was evidently out of print 
in 1515, as it does not appear in Aldus's cata- 
logue for that year. 



Prisciai^us. Venet per Marcum de Come- 
tibus et Girarduoi Alexandrinum. Fol. 1476. 

This is a book of very uncommon occurrence. 
I know of no copy in this country. There M'as 
one in the Askew collection, and not improbably 
this very copy, which there, sold for six pounds. 
This of Maittaire's produced , three shillings and 
six-pence. 

Another edition of this book was printed in this 
same year at Venice, by Johan. de Coloniaet Joh. 
Manth, de Gherretzen, of which there are copies 

at 
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it Blenheim and in the King's libraiy. It is not 

mpossible but that the two editions may hava 
seen confounded. 



P. 25. 

Platonis Opera Greece. Venet. per Al- 
3um. Fol. 1513. 

This IS a most valuable edition, and at this 
time of great rarity. It is dedicated to Leo X. 
and was published under the united direction 
and assistance of Musurus and Aldus. This 
bdok contains the elegant panegyric on Plato 
and 1^0 X. by IMusurus, in Greek verse, which 
I have elsewhere mentioned, but which has been 
omitted, though I know not for what reasons, iii 
the subsequent editions of Ficinus and Serranus. 
We have in this beautiful specimen of typogra- 
phy the following apology from Aldus for the 
errors of the press. 

Etsi opere in magno fas est obrepere somnuni, 
(non enim urwus diei hie labor est noster, sed 
multorum annorum, atque interim nee mora nee 
requies) sic tamen doleo ut si possem, mutarem 
singula errata nummo aureo, 

A large paper copy of this edition is to be 
reckoned among the oioft superb specimens of 

A© 
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the art of printing. I know that thirty gaineas 
have been given for one. It is worth aix guineas 
in fair condition, on small peeper, but sold at 
Maittaire's auction for one pound two shillings 
which was thought a very large sum. 



P. 26. 

Aristotelis Opera Graece Venet per Al- 
dum 1495, &c. 5 vols. Fol. 

This magnificent book has been very circum- 
stantially described by me in my third volume. 

This copy was bought by Osborne the booksel- 
ler, who gave two guineas and a half for it. A 
good copy would, I believe, produce not mucli 
less than fifty pounds. 

SiMPLicius IN Categorias. Gr£ce Venet. 
per Zach. Caliergum. 1499. 

A prodigiously scarce book, which maybe, and 
I believe is considered, as a supplement to th^ 
works of Aristotle, by Aldus. It is described at 
p. 64 of this volume. , 



AMauoNius Ermas in quinque Voces, Qra^ce. 
Venet, per euadewi l^QO. 

It 
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It is not easy or safe to pronounce the present 
mlue of these books^ of which the last may be 
sitimated among the most rare of literary curi- 
osities. Tiiey produced at Maittaire's sale two 
pounds six shillings, but there were added to the 
lot the two following books^ both of which every 
curious collector would wish to possess. 



Aeistoteles de Animalibus. Veuet 1492* 

This is in Latin, and Theodore Gaza was the 
translator. The editor was Sebastianus Mani« 
lius. 

The other book was the second edition of that 
which precedes, printed at Venice in 1498. Of 
this there is a copy in the Bodleian library. 



P. 23- 

Galenus ad Petrophilum de constitutione 
medicinal. Grsece. 
Paris, per Sim Colinaeum sine anno* 

Galenus de Urinis Grajce. 
Paris, per eundem sine anno. 

I have before spoken of the extraordinary ra- 
rity of these two pieces. They were in Dr. As- 
kew's catalogue, where they sold for no great 

sum; 
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sum; but they are very valuable, and. .would to 
any judicious coUector be a great stratification to 
possess. They sold for half-a-crown at Mait- 
taire's auction. 






P. 56. 

PoRPHYRii Philosophi de non nccandis ad 
epulandum animantibus. Libri iiii. 

Ejusbem selectee, brevesque sententiae^ du- 
centes ad intelligentiam rerum, quae mente uos- 
cuntur. 

MiCHAELis PsELLi Scholia in iiii. Libros 
Aristotelis de partibus animantium. 

Florentiee. Opera. Pet. Victorii per Bei:n, 
Junta. 1548. Fol. 

This beautiful and curious book sold for thir* 
teen shillings and sixpence- The editor was the 
celebrated Petrus Victories, who, in a prefatory 
letter addressed to Greek students, observes, 
that this tract of Porphyry was now first publish- 
ed. A copy sold at Askevv's auction for IL 23. 



DioscoRiDES et NiGANDRi Alexipharmica 
Cum Schol. GrsBce, Venet. apud Aldum. 1499» 

See this book described vol. iii. p«* %\ I of this 

work* 

It 
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It is a very rare thing to find jhis book perfect 
There should be a Greek epigram of four lines 
ipon NifJander, and the Scholia on the Alexiphar- 
nica of this author. Renouard says he nei^er 
net wiih a copy which had these Scholia. 

The book sold at Maittaire's auction for sis; 
billings. 



C. Plinii Secundi Historia Naturalis. Ve- 
net. per Nic. Jenson. 1472. FoL 

This book is described by me, Vol. iv. p, 334. 
It is well known to collectors. A fine copy sold 
at Askew's sale for twenty-three pounds. 

Maittaire's copy produced one pound. 



P. 38. 

Adamantti Physiognomica. Graece Pa- 
ris. PerRegiuniin Graecis Typographum (puto 
Neobarium) 1540. 12mo. 

Aristotelis et Philonis Libri de Mundo Graece, 
cum Grarca J. Tusani Epistola, per Conr. Neo- 
barium Regium Typographum. 1540. 12mo. 

Poetica «> ri tSp Xlapifl-iiwif, i»vavfifA»^ip 

EiAmirig tarMvig rug yj\^9t>% yuvaixoc Rof^aia Nio|3«piir, 
ta BoM-iXfiif jvjfyfolfB Im dfro t?; Steyoifimg ^V/*^ 

rntffQfofiZyog /Mum, lSnfiOi« Paris, 154I* 

^ Every 
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Every article of which this lot is eotnpos^ is 
of great curiosity and value, but the last is more 
particularly so^ for I do not believe that this edi-' 
tion of the Poetics of Aristotle hals been noticed 
by any editor of that; work» In the second arti- 
cle there, is a singular error of the press in the 
title-page : the date is printed MDLX instead 
of MDXL. Prefixed to the work is a Greek 
epistle of Tusanus, which has the date of 150,5. 
The real name of Tusanus wasToussain; he was 
a very eminent Greek scholar, and a pupil of 
£udu2us, and ranked next to his master for his 
knowledge of that language. He w^as Regius 
Professor of G reek at Paris, and was author of 
various works. 

. I believe that no book which has been men- 
tioned in these volumes is of greater rarity than 
this edition of the Poetics by Tusanus. 

The whole lot sold at Maittaire's for eighteen- 
pence. 



P 40. 

CuTHEBEiiTi ToNSTALLi Compendium et 
Synopsis in decern Libros Ethicorum Aristotelis. 
Lutet. Ex officina Michaelis Vascosanis. 12mo. 

This book also, which is of very uncommon 
occurrence, fold for eighteen-pence. 

The 
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The other works of this eminent prelate are 

^well known to scholars, but I do not recollect 

\hat this on the Ethics of Aristotle has ever been 

noticed by those who have had occasion to refer 

to his writings. 



PP.45, 46, and 47. 

These pages contain a collection of forty-feven 
different pieces of Plato, separately printed by 
Morel, Vascosan, and the other famous Paris 
printers at that period. Among them are many 
of singular curiosity and rarity. The whole were 
sold in one lot, and produced fifty shillings. I 
am fearful of extending this article to an undue 
length, but many of these pieces would justify 
minuteness of detail, and be found to involve 
many circumstances of literary interest. 



^ P. 48. 
Herodotus Latiue, Homse, per Pannartz. 

This rare and beautiful book has been men- 
tioned by me in vol. iv. p. 108. Wanting it for 
a particular purpose, I was once obliged to give 
five guineas for ,a copy. This of Maittaire's 
sold for eighteen-pence. 

POJLYBIUS 



450 PRICES OF BOOKS! 

PoLYBius Gr. et. Lat. Haganoa?, per Job. 
Seceriutn. 1530. FoL 

This is a very curious and by no means a com- j 
mon book. The editor was Vincentius Obso- 
paeus ; the Latin version is by Nicolaus Perottus. 
Prefixed is an epistle of Obsopseus to the Elector 
of Brandenburg, and an epigram of Job. Sapis, 
addressed to the reader, beginning with 

Hac igitur tensus ralione Poljbius exit 
Sumptu et Johannis munere Secerii. 

It is the Editio Princeps of the work, but only 
contains the first five books. 

Maittaire's copy sold for three shillings. 



Plutarchi Libellus de virtute morali. Greece 
ct Latina, And. Matt. Aquivivi versione et com- 
inentarus Hadrianorum Duci^. 

Ex oflScina Antonii de Fritiis Corinaldini Ci- 
visque Neapol. summo ingenio artificis. 1526, 
Neap. Fol. , 

I give the title of this rare and curious book at 
lengtb, and great will be the surprize of the 
reader to learn that Maittaire's copy sold for one 
shilling. Indeed I niay venture to say that few 
collectors have ever seen it. I shall therefore 
say somewhat more about it. 

Andreas 
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Andreas Matth. de Aquaviva was a very dis* 
tinguished personage — he was duke of Adria, in 
the kingdom of Naples, and prince of Teramo. 
He wa^ an excellent scholar himself, as his trans- 
lation of this tract of Plutarch abundantly testi* 
fies ; and he was also a munificent patron of learn* 
ed men. He was moreover a warrior, but pre- 
ferring the repose of literature, he ended his life 
in retirement / 

Besides this work he also was author of an 
Encyclopedia, which however he did not com- 
plete. Many other individuals of this illustrious 
femily were also distinguished in the annals of 
learning 

There is a prefatory epistle from P. Summontius 
to Antonius Donatus Aquavivus, son of the duke, 
from which it appears that the duke did not intend 
that his version should be printed, but allowed 
that this might be done, if Summontius and the 
other friends of the duke approved it, Summon- 
tius in this epistle signifies his consent. 

The translation is inscribed by the Duke to th^ 
Caracioli, father and son, at that time princes 
of Melphia, and the whole is said to be printed 
from the original copy in the duke's own hand- 
writing. 

P. 49. 

The collector's astonishment, and perhaps envy 
will be considerably excited by ihe following lot, 

which 
3 
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which though so rare that it is seldom if ever 
found in a perfect state, sold only for one shilling. 



Vetitstissimorum Poetarum Opera qu© 
extant, Grasce et Latineapud, Jo. Libert 1628. 

Hesiodi tnm Annot. ex Doctiss. viror. 
Script, collectis. 1627. 

Theocriti SimniisB. cumSchol. Is. Hortib.et 
alior. 1627. 

MoscHi, BioNis, MuSiE, &c. Idyl, a Jamo- 
tio Gr. versibus expressum cum notis 1627* 

Theognidis Phocylidis, Pythagorce, Solonis ct 
aliorum veterum Poetarum Gnomica cum notis*^ 
1647. 

I have extracted and detailed the several parts 
of this most uncommon book for the benefit of 
collectors, nor will the more general reader, I 
should hope, be dissatisfied with what follows. 

The work is introduced by an address from 
the printer to the reader, in which he informs 
him that he has observed the order of the Geneva 
edition, but as this was full of blunders, he had 
IK the Hesiod copied the edition of Lyons, bat in 
the other works that by Henry Stephens. He al- 
lows that there may be some errors in this new 
edition, but that it is inferior to none in the ele- 
gance and clearness of the types. 

The 
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The work is divided into four parts. Thfe first 
part contains the Hesiod, and the genealogical ta-* 
ble of the Gods. The second part has the Tbeo* 
critu% with the annotations of J. Hortibonusi 

m 

CasaubonuSy and others. The third part has the 
Bion and Moschus, with the Scholia, and with the 
Idyllium of AUiSonius ti^ndlated into Greek 
verse by F. Jamotius« This part has also the 
Musxus. The fourth part exhibits the Theog- 
nis, with the notes of Vinetus, &c. There is a 
title-page to each part with the date of the year 
M.DCXXVIL 

Hesiodi opera et Dies. Grsece. l^aris. Pef 
Shnonem Colinaeum. sine anno. ISmo. 

I have before mentioned this rare book at n> 
J 88 of this volume* It is most beautilully 
printed^ and I have had the opportunity of see-^ 
ing a copy in the Bishop of Ely's library. All 
the Greek books printed by Colinacus are ex- 
tremely rare and valuable. This, perhaps, is 
the most scarce of them all, but the two pieces 
Ly Galen before mentiooed, and the Greek ver- 
sion of Cicero de Senectute by Thepdore Gaza, 

« 

ure to be enumerated among the choice treasures 
ofheMlectors. 

This with two other curious articles sold for 
one shilling. 

Ff P. 50. 
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p. 60. 

Tut^hiobbftvi Grace ct Latinis Tersibus 
per Fed. SajvTotiuIh. Paris. Per M. Vaeco- 

san. 155?.' 8vo. 

•J 

Ccytipe^ed with otber articles^ this appears to 
have produced a very large sum, as , it sold for 
>even shillings and six-pence« 
.. Maittaire expresses some doubt on .the sub- 
ject of this editipB, with respect to the accuracy 
of Its date. It is certainly a seance book. Booi 
has omitted to mention it. 

Ex Vetzrum CoMicoRUM Fabeltis, quteiit- 
tegrae non extant Sententise. A GuL Morello 
coUectte et in Latinutn Sermonem (louversas. Pa- 
ris. Per Gul. Morel. 1553. 

This curious and scarce book sold for three 
shillings. 

" Incidi forte (Maittaire loquitur) in dissutas 
qnasdam Schedas illius gnomologiae Grasqae, in 
quibus continebantur Phocylidis poema €t aurea 
Pythagorae carmina, in 4, quae diversas erant 
editionis, charactere quidem paulo minutiore 
sed elegantissimo, qualique Guil. Moreliw in 
excudcndis quibusdam authoribus (e. g. Theo- 
crit. ar.ij. i5ol) usus est." 

P. 58. 
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IP. 58. 

1^. VELttM PATERCtJti Histori* Romanstf 
duo Volumina per Beatum Rhenamim Selesta- 
dieilsem ab iftterilu utcoinq«e Mindfcata..' In 
ledibus Johannis Frobenii. Px)l. Basil; 15fiO* 

This is the £ditk> Prihceps of 4Mft' wctfk. v It 

is inscribed by Beatus Rhehanus, of wlMifiPl have 
before' thade mentiOD, to Fred6rici;'*i)Uke of 
SaxAny, who it aj^pears t^ds a grettt pa«*Wi of 
literature, and friend of learned mfeiij dtid had 
ds his adviser in these matters tlie 'celebrated 
Georgias Spalatinus. He complaint thAt he wa» 
tinder the necessity of using a very imperfect 
copy, expecting foi* some time in vain 'the assist^ 
ance of a better, which Georglus Merula Iras 
said to have received from Mllart. ^^ 

There is also prefixed to fhfe work Jkh address 
to the reader from the saine Beatus tlhenanus. 

In this also be compteini of the bad state df hii 

, . ■ ■ < 

copy, which he imput*» rather to the nejligence 
of those who had the care of it, than to its anti- 
quity, {ie compliments the Ben^ictines oixlhe 
great care bestowed by them on the books print- 
cd by them from the imperfect manuscripts 
which liad come into their h'andSi and observei^ 
of this of Paterculus, that -^ cminia eraat confusa 
absque uUis punctis aat dii§tittctionibus^ &(;/' 

F f 2 He 
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He was not however to be deterred from his un- 
dertaking either by difficulty or by the reproaches 
with which be was illiberally assailed for his 
boldness. '^ At Nugatores isti adeo me non de« 
terruerunt a proposito veteribus qua licet succur- 
rendii ut nunc non solum Velleium ediderim 
semilacerumi sed etTERiuLLiANi * libros^ ve« 
tusUssimi inter Cbristianos scriptoris^ mendosita- 
men, mec^ cura e tenebris erutos, apud Frobe- 
nium excudendas curem/' 

Subjoiiied to this prefatory address is ah aJ- 
veitisement of Job. Albertus Burerius ^^ Ad His* 
toriarum amatores,'' and we have also the /^ Vel- 
leianae Emendationes" of this scholar from an 
ancient manuscript. He informs the reader that 
he examined this MS. '^ a capite usque ad 
calcem,;non modoversum versui, sed etiam syl* 
labum^ syllabas et etiam literam Ijterae, ne quid 
non ageretur in rem studiosorum." 

This very curious and uncommon book, to- 
gether with an ancient edition of Caesar's Com- 
inentariesy printed at Venice, I4d4, by Philip- 
pus de Pinciis^ sold in one lot for six .shilHngSi 

Rhetores Veteres Gnece. VenetperAl* 
dum. 1508. 

* Tlus edition of Tertnffiui which is also the Editio 
Prinoepe was printed in die feUowing year by FrobeaiuS; 
under the care of Beatus Rhenanus. 

The 
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The rarity and beauty of this book is well 
known. There are two volumes which were pub- 
lished in the years 1508, 1509. There is a pre- 
fatory address from Aldus to Lascaris, and an 
epistle from Demetrius Ducas to M. Musurus* 
It is very uncommon and very difficult to meet 
with the two volumes entire and in good condi- 
tion» Whoever should undertake the arduous 
office of publishing a new translation of this work^ 
would experience great assistance and much ad* 
i^antage in consulting thid edition. I presume 
they would now be thought cheap at ten guineas. 
Tliis copy of Maittaire's sold for three shillings. 

P. 59. 

IsocRATEs Graece cura Dem* Cbalcondylae 
Mediolani. UpS. Fol. 

This very beautiful book was printed by Scin- 
zelzeler. See it described in my third volume, 
p. l6l. Not long since I was asked six guineas 
for an indifferent copy. Maittaire's copy sold 
for sevea shillings and six-pence. 



LuciANi Opera Gnece. Floreht.' 3496. 
Fol. 

Seamy account of thi3 book, vol iii. pkj 163; 

F f 3 I have 



;- 
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I have been asked eight gaineas for a copy, 
Maittaire'3 copy sold for ha)f-a-guinea. 



CicEROKis Rhetorica* Vepet per Nic, 
Jcnson. 1470. Fol. 

See my account of this book also vol. iv, p, 
£04. Maittaire*s copy sold for ope guinea* 



Mac ROB 11 oper^ Venet per^ Nic. JensoHf 
Fo!. 1472. 

This, as I have before observed,, is the Editio 
PRiNC£Psof one of the most rare of the eariy 
printed books ; a good copy would probably pro- 
duce not much less than fifty pounds, as 726 li- 
vrcs were given for the La Yalliere copy. 

Maittaire> copy sold for thirty shillings. 



£sopi ct GabriuE Fabulc^ cum aUis Gr. et 

* 

La:. Vcnet. per Aldum. 1505. Fol. 

Tiiis is one of the most beautiful and one of 

1^0 luo:^l rare of all the Aldine books. The mode 

;^ wi.ioii the Latin and Greek are printed, which 

* ■ kc ikat of the Lascaris, aqd of the Carmina of 

' * Greg. 
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Creg. Nazianzen^ has occasioned some cbnfun 
sion amotig bibliographers; so that the Greek* 
and Latin arc sometimes found separately bound 
up as two distinct editions. • . 

This^ copy of Maittaire's produced twenty- 
five shillings. 



HoMEKx Opera Graece. Flor. 1488. 2 vdls.* 

Fol. .' 

■ ■ . » 

• • i 
I have elsewhere and at great length described 

this magnificent work. It is well known to ot 

collectors, as is the fact also that a fine copy 

would now produce not less than sixty guineas. 

I have known fifty given for one not in the vary 

best condition. ^ 

This of Maittaire's sold for four pounds five 

shillings. 



HoMERi Tlias et Odyssea cum Euslathii 
commentariis et Matthaei Dev^rrii indice, Gr^ce 
apud Antonium Bladum, Romoe 1542 — 1550. 
4 vols. Fol. 

Few books have progressively become of greater 
price than this above mentioned. Bishop Hors* 
ley's copy produced at the sale of his books sixty 
pounds or guineas. A very good copybas in my 

rccol- 
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recollection been sold by one of our prinoip^ 
booksellers for ten pounds. 

Maittaire's copy was boagbt for two poundsi 
^fleen sbillingSr 

SCHOiiiA Antiqua in Iliadem Grfipqe. |Iqiq^« 
prope Quirine^lem CoUem. 1517. Fol. 

This book is described at p, 9 1 of this Y(h 
|ume ; all scholars are well dcquainted with it|( 
rarity, ^nd a good copy would probably produce 
seyeral guineas* Maittaif e's sold for seven sl;il* 

Theocriti Eclog© Triginta— Theogktis, Pyi 

THAGORAS, Ph0CYLID£8» HE3IODIJS (duO sqnt^ 

iejusdem Editiones Exemplaria sed in foliis Z. O, 
discrepant) Gr^ce. V^i^et. per Alburn. 1495« 
Fol. 

I have spoken of the variations in the different 
irppressions of this most; ^^V^ book both in my 
^rst and third volumes. The last copy which I 
saw on sale, prpdqced seven guineas. Mait- 
taire*s sold for eight shillings and six-pence. 

AR;s:fopjiAN$:s GrfficpcuTO ?chol, Qv. Vepet. 
perAldum. 1498. Fol. 

This book is described at p. 208 of vol iii. It 
i? verj^ beautiful, bu^ wants the I-ysistrata ancl 
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Tb^smopboriazouza ; I presume a good copy is 
now worth five guineas. I have known cue oa 
}arge paper sell for thirty. 

JVf i^ttajire's prodqced fourteen shiUingSr 



AsTRONOMi Veteees Gf. et Lat Venet per 
Aldum. H99t 

§ee p. 210. vol. iii, Maittaire's copy sold foT 
four shillings. 

P. 82. 

OviDir opera, Vicentiae per Herm. Dchten-* 
st^iq. H8p. Fol, 

There are in fact two volumes of this rare edi-^ 
tion of Ovid's works. The 6rst contains the 
Metamorphoses. Lichtenstein is the German 
name of the printer, who sometimes signs bim^ 
self LevilapiSj which m^ans the sanne thing. 
The La Valliere copy of this book sold for pearly 
two hundred livres. Maittaire's copy produced 
no more than three shillings and six-pence. 

The fate of the following lot may* well excite 
astonishment; it consisted of 



QviDii Metamorphoses, Parmae per. Step. 

C9r?iHumt 1477j fol, an4 

OviD« 
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OviDii Metamorphoses. PincroUi per Jac 
de Rabeis. 14S0. Fol. 

The first of these books was thought to be im- 
perfect ; but the two sold for no more than one 
shilling. 

P. S3: 

The article which next succeeds would be a 
far greater object of attraction to collectors. 



Martialis apud Vindelinum Spirensem sine 
anno. 

See vol. iii. p. 359, where this book is de- 
scribed as one of the rarest of rare books. It is 
not easy by any means to say what a good copy 
would now produce ; perhaps from twepty-five to 
thirty guineas. 

Maittaire's copy was purchased for four shil- 
lings and six-pence. 



Plautus Venet. per Joh. de Colonia et Vin- 
delinum Spirensem. 1472. Fol. 

See vol. iii. p. 380, where this, the Editio 
Princeps of this work, is minutely described. 
We have here only to do with the price. As the 

PinelU 
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Pioelli copy sold for tbirty-six pounds, it is not 
unreasonable to suppose that a good copy woul4- 
Tiow pipdooe alaiosr fifty. 

M^ittaire's copy wa§ bought for sixteen shjl^ 
Itags. 



P. 84. 



1 1 ■ 



SiDONii Apollik ARis Epistote et Carnjina. 
Typis Gothiqis, Fc4. 

This most exceedingly rare book is minutely 
described in my third volume, p, 38o. 

I never heard of any copy being in the market, 
except that described by Laire in the collectioa 
of the Cardinal de Brienne, which sold for 86 
Uvres. 

Maittaire's copy produced no more than two 

shillings. 



A. Gellii Noctes Atticaj, Romae in domo 
Pet. de Maximis. 

See vol. iv. p. 345 of this work, where I have 
expatiated at length on this most rare book. A * 
good copy of this edition is now worth .fifty^ 
pounds. 

Maittaire's copy sold for eight shillings apd 

six-penq^, 

Ang; 



« 
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Anck PolitIam opera Venet per Aidunt, 
1498. FoL 
Idem Opus — Florentias per Leoo. de A|rigU. 

Both these editions I have elsewhere described. 
They are now wortli togttber about ten guineas. 
Four shillings was the sum given for Maittaire's 
copy. The latter of these boo](S is more rare 
thao the other, and is peculiarly valuable from 
the singular Greek types whipb arQ to be seen in 
some parts of the book. 

Theodoei Gazje Gramt cum aliis* Gr^ec^ 
perAldum 1495. FoU 

See vol iii. p. 198 of this work. 

Five or six guineas is perhaps the present va- 
lue of this book. Maittaire's copy sold for two 
shillings. The first perfect edition of this work 
was by Sylburgus, published at Frankfort, 1550; 
ajpud And. Wech^lii her^des, 

f.97. 

LuciANi Icafomenippus, et dialogus Ncp- 
tuni et Mercurii. 
Xenophontis Hieron. 
IsocRATES ad Demonicum. 
P£5{0sthi:nis Olynthiacae. 

LlSAXlVS 
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LiBANius (]e Menelao Helenam repetente. 

Gregorius Theologus quomodo Theologise 
vacaDduin. 

Epigrammata quadem in bumauam vitam. 

Grasce omnia cum Francifci VerganB prsefa- 
tione Compluti in tedibus Michaelis Deguia, 
M.D.XXIIII. Mense Junio. 4to. 

I have tranfcribed tbis article at entire lengthi, 
because it offers to tlie notice of the learned col- 
lector a book of most singular rarity. It is not 
at all certain into what collection this literary trea- f 
sure has passed, but I do not know of a copy in 
this country. 

It was unknown to Maittaire when he wrote 
his Annals^ but be has copied the whole title, as I 
have done, into his index, vol. ii. p. 30. 

The art of printing was not established at Al* 
cala till the year 1509. The celebrated Polyglot 
of Cardinal Xiraenes, was printed here in 1514 — 
17, but I know of no other Greek book produced 
by this university. 

I cannot help suspecting that this Francis Ver- 
gara is the person who assisted Cardinal Ximenes 
in his Polyglot, upon which work he was epnploy 
ed for the fpace of fifteen years. He is, however, 
generally called John Vergara. 

The above extraordinary literary curiosity sold 
at Maittaire's auction for one shilling. 

R 99. 
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To p. 109 inclusive, contain a very citensivcf 
collection of different works of Cicero in quarto 
and octavo; by the celebrated Paris printers. 
' These Were all pifrchased in one lot by Sir 
Francis Drake for the'sum of twenty-five pounds, 
four shillings. I suppose this would now be 
considered a^ a very cheaf) purchase at 1501. 

!ft appeafs from this catalogue, as well as from 
sbme mhefs which preceded and followed, that 
thesfe detached publications of the different works 
bf a popular author, were at that time collected 
with avidity, and very highly estimated. Som^ 
of them occur octrasionally at the present day, 
but they are not now much valued, pei-haps not 
so much so as they deserve to be, for they cer- 
tainly dohtain miany important notes and ob- 
servations by their various editors, which have 
never been reprinted, as well as valuable ana^ 
lyses of several pieces. 

P. 109. 

Thesaurus CoRNucopiiE et Horti Adoni- 
Dis Graece Venet. per Aldum. 149^. Fol. 
^ See vol. ill. p. 202. of this work. 

This book would now be cheap at five guineas. 
Maittaire's copy sold for three shillings and six- 
pence. 

In 
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• 

In thid v^ry laborious work, Aldus was as- 
sisted by Angelus Politianus, Urbanus Bolzar 
nius, Caiolus Antenpreus, and Guarinus Ca- 
mers. It is every day becoming a greater ob- 
ject of curiosity and research. 



I • 1 



p. 110. 

DeMETRH CffAfcCOWDYLiE Ct MaNOELIW 

JMosGHOPU LI EROTfiftTAXi. ' ■ Gra^e. Fol« 

See vol. iii. p. 1 82, where much is said on this 
b^kund^ts eXi!»ssiVe rbrity. • '' 

Of the great ^alue in which -Maittaire -held this 
book, an opinion may be formed from what he 
says in his Ann^Ts on the subject of the particular 
copy which he examined at Blenheim. Of this 
I trani^cribe a part. 

I 

" Unum hujus rarissimas editionis exemplar 
vidi in pra^signissima nobilissimi Comitis de Sun- 
derland Biblibtheca, quaiftt, quod contingit paucis- 
simis, librortrta ingens numerus, simul et singu- 
laris bonitas commendat. 

" Hie ChalcondylsB Moschopuli et Corinthi 
codex grammaticus, charactfere optimo irapressus, 
nullas reclaniantes, sed solas signaturas «i, ait, 
stm, aiin, &c. gerit Habet autem in Moscho- 
puli fine, quod in Libris Grsecis ante 1500 excu- 

sis perraro occurit^ err^torum iadiQem." 

Twenty 
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Twenty guineas might eiELsily be procured fef 
a good copy of this book^ which, however, at 
Maittaire's sale produced no more than twelve 

shillings. 



SuiDiE Lexicon Graece. Mediol. 1499* Fol. 

I have elsewhere and at lengh spoken of this 
book, which is now worth five guineas, and on 
this occasion sold for four shillingjs and six-pence. 



Fhavorixi Lexicon, Gr9ce« Ronue per 
Zach. Caliergum. 1523. FoL 

See this book described under the article ''Za« 
chari^s Caliergus" in this volume. It is now 
worth several guineas, and at ^Maittaire's sale 
produced eight shillings. 

Ettmologicon Magnubc GrsKo. Venet 
per Zach. Caliergum. 1499. Fol. 

See this also under the samp head. This book 
also is worth many pounds. It produced what 
may relatively be qalled a large sum, which was 
thirty shillings^ 

JoANKi$ CassraKt Lexicon. Graeco Lati- 

num# 
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»um* MutiDG8| per Dioiiysium Bertoclium.— 
1499- Fol. 

See vol. iii. p. I69. This was the second edi. 
tion of this curious work, of which I have seen 
an indiflferent and imperfect copy sell for five 
guineas. Maittaire's produced no more than 
three shillings and six-pence. 



DiCTioNARiuM Gr. et Lat. cum Ammonio 
et aliis Venet. per Aldum. 1497- Fol. 

See vol. iii. p. 206. Now worth at least five 
pounds,^ and sold at Maittaire's auction for the 
paltry gum of three shillings and six-pence. 



P. P. 116, 117. 

Contain a great variety of books of Homer, 
printed separately in Greek. Among these are 
ten by Plantin at Leyden and Antwerp, from 
1582 to 1589. These, with twenty others, among 
which was that great literary curiosity, the most 
rare edition pf the Batrachomyomachia, Greece 
cura, F. Tissardi. Par. 1507- Sold for twelve 
shillings. 

The lot which immediately succeeds will as 

much as any that have preceded excite the asto- 

nishaiont and eovy of the curious collector, who 

' G f will 
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will bardly be induced to believe that do mon 
than half-a-crowQ was given for—* 

1. Hesiodi opera et Dies, Grxce cura Fra« 
Tissardi, Paris. iEg. Gormontius. 1507. 4to. 
S. Idem. Greece per G. Morel. 1556. 

3. Idem, apud Fed. Morel. 1581. 

4. Idem Gr. et Lat cum Catoo. Sentent et 
Cebet. et Pythag. ann. Carm. et Phocyl. apud 
Knoblouch. 

Geneajlooia Deorum Gr. Lovan. apud Ser- 
vat Se^sen. 1552. 

Scutum Heuculis Gr. Lovan. apud Seerva. 
Sessen. 1 SSS* 



/ 
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The trifling sum of eight shillings purchased in 
one lot the following curious books, for which I 
may venture to say that eight pounds would now 
* very readily be given. 

A-LEXAKDRi Aphrodisiensis Probleouita* 
Gr esce apud Euiundani Tusanaia Keobarii vi« 
duam. Paris. 1540. 

Ps£LX.i aritfametjca mwAca^ feometria astro* 
Qon)ia Gnece, apud Jan Bogard. Paris. 1^45- 
Cassxi Iat&osophist^ de aaiooudyitMl* qiues- 

9 "' tiODM 
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tione medicioales. Graice, apud Emttndfiift 
TusonaiQ, Neobarii viduam* Family, ISAl* 

Of these books the second is by nO meao^ 
common, but the third is of particular rarity^ 
prefixed to the Psellus are two dedicatory epis- 
ties to Cardinal Redulphus, one io Latin by Fran-* 
ciscus Contarenus, the other in Greek by Arse-^ 
nius, Archbishop of Aionembasia. 

P. 126. 

AxHENAEi Deipnosophistarum Liber Primus. 
Grsce* 

Of this curious tract I have elsewhere made 
mention. Maittaire's copy has long been in the 
collection of the Bishop of Ely. At this sale it 

produced two shillings. 

From the various readings which it has been 
found to contain, it is supposed very naturally to 
have been published as a specimen of a new edi* 
tion. 



I here come to a close both of this article and 

of my fifth volume. It would be very easy to. 

extend my observations on this extraordinary 

# col* 
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vtollection, and perhaps* mixing with them as I 
have endeavoured to do, anecdotes and inci- 
dents connected with literature, I might perform 
neither an useless nor unamusing office. I have 
certainly specified but very few of Maittaire*8 
literary treaspres, and yet I have not proceeded 
to a fourth part of the volume. Enough, how* 
ever, must have been said to mark and ascertain 
the wonderful change which has taken place ia 
the prices of books. 

At this sale, Nourse, White, Marsh, Osbprne, 
Bathurst, and Strahan, the popular booksellers 
of the day, were the principal purchasers. 
Among private individuals, we find the names of 
Dr. Ncsbit, Dr. Horsman, Sir Francis Drake, 
Zamboni, Whitehead, and other well known 
collectors. Such a collection was never before 
exhibited for public sale, and perhaps never 
will again. 
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